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10Mar. K.N. Panikkar, renowned historian, academic and public intellectual, 
passes away at 89 

               ,         औ                    K.N. Panikkar    89        

            

 Eminent historian, academic, and public intellectual K.N. Panikkar, widely regarded as 
one of India‘s foremost scholars of modern history, passed away in 
Thiruvananthapuram on Monday. 

               ,         औ                    K.N. Panikkar,                     

                             एक             , क         क                              

 He was 89. 

    89     क      

 Kandiyoor Narayana Panikkar, popularly known as K.N. Panikkar, was born to Krishnan 
Nair and Ichkutty Amma in Thaikkad near Guruvayur in 1936. 

                     ,        क          K.N. Panikkar क                     , क     

1936                                      और            क              

 He completed his schooling at Chavakkad Board High School. 

                                              र  क   

 He pursued his undergraduate studies at Government Victoria College in Palakkad, 
where he served as chairman of the college union, and later completed his postgraduate 
studies and Ph.D. at the University of Rajasthan. 

                                                          क ,                         

       र  , और                                    औ      .  .   र  क   

 He had a distinguished academic career. 

   क                          र    

 After teaching in institutions, including the University of Rajasthan, Hansraj College (Delhi 
University), and the Indian Institute of Public Administration, he joined Jawaharlal Nehru 
University (JNU) in 1972. 

                        ,              (              ) और                ऑफ 
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                      कई                   क   और 1972                  

          (JNU)          

 At the JNU, he served as Professor of History, Head of the Centre for Historical Studies, 
and later Dean of the School of Social Sciences. 

 JNU                       फ   ,      फ                        , और            ऑफ 

                    क        क     क    

 He had also served as visiting Professor and fellow at several international universities. 

        कई                                      फ    औ  फ    क           क     क    

 Beyond teaching, Professor Panikkar held important academic and institutional roles. 

       क          फ             कई                औ                      ई   

 He served as Vice-Chancellor of Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit, and later the 
first Vice-Chairperson of the Kerala State Higher Education Council. 

                                           र   और                                  

               

 He was also the founding Chairperson of the Kerala Council for Historical Research 
(KCHR). 

                 फ                  (KCHR) क                    

 Professor Panikkar authored numerous influential books and essays on colonialism, 
culture, religion, peasant movements, and historiography. 

   फ             औ          ,       ,    ,                औ              र    क 

               औ              

 His work on the Malabar region, colonial power structures, and peasant uprisings 
remains widely cited in modern Indian historiography. 

            , औ                      और                र   क  क                  

                 क               क            

 The seminal work Against Lord and State: Religion and Peasant Uprisings in Malabar 
(1836-1921), which examined the rebellion as a peasant uprising against landlordism 
and colonial power, had generated extensive scholarly debate and remains one of the 
most discussed interpretations of the event. 

   क          क    Against Lord and State: Religion and Peasant Uprisings in Malabar 

(1836-1921),                         औ  औ                    फ              क     

            क      ,       क            क          और         क          क       

             एक      ई     

 Aditya Mukherjee, a student and colleague of Professor Panikkar, said: “Everyone who 
studied under him was impressed by his teaching. 

           ,      फ          क      और        र  ,    क  : “        क          ,    

  क                          

 Apart from being a brilliant academic, he was also a fighter for progressive movements.” 

 एक                 क     -                                 औ                  ” 

 G. Arunima, Professor at the JNU‘s Centre for Women‘s Studies, a student of Panikkar 
from 1984 to 1986, recalled him as gentle and sharp, and conversations with him as 
intellectually stimulating. 

 G.       ,    JNU         फ                   फ       और 1984    1986 क            

        र      ,         औ            क            कर      और   क             क  

                           

 “He did not mince his words when it came to things that mattered to him,” she said. 

        क  , “                 क                                ,                         

        ” 

 “He also had a great sense of humour.” 

 “                       ” 

 She said tributes from former students poured in on WhatsApp groups on Monday. 

        क    क        क                                                  र   र        

 Mr. Panikkar‘s wife, Usha Bhargava, had died earlier. 

                           क                    क      
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 He is survived by his daughters, Ragini and Shalini. 

   क    र  र      क                 औ             

 

10Mar. Broad base 

           

 India revealed depth in batting and fielding in 
cricket‘s shortest format 

                                           और फ         

          ई 

 India lived up to its billing of being the number one 
side in Twenty20 Internationals (T20I). 

  र         20            (T20I)           क     र एक          

क             क             क    

 The Men in Blue retained the ICC T20 World Cup 
with an emphatic 96-run triumph over New Zealand in the 
final at Ahmedabad on Sunday. 

                    क               ए                  

क  96        र कर          20         रकर र र    

 Often in global sporting tournaments, the more 
fancied athlete or squad may fail at times as the law of 
averages catches up. 

  र     क                       क                       

क  -क                   क  क र                   

 It is to the credit of Suryakumar Yadav‘s men that 
they remained consistent and lasted the distance. 

                  क      क          क      र  र      ए र    

 ए      क   क  र    

 Having won the title in 2024 under the leadership of 
Rohit Sharma, this Indian unit has evolved further. 

           क           2024                क           र    

    और    क   क     ई     

 There has been a change in personnel too, as 
Rohit, Virat Kohli and Ravindra Jadeja retired from 
cricket‟s shortest format. 

                 क    र               क      ,             

और                  क   क                                   

 Their massive shoes were filled, and with coach 
Gautam Gambhir propagating a high-risk, high-yield 
philosophy, the players followed their mentor‟s approach 
and prospered. 

  क             र    क    र   क       और क              क  

        -              क          ए                   

       क क      क        क   और     र    

 Including the summit clash, India went past 250 
runs thrice in the championship. 

फ                    र                             250 

   क    क     र  क    

 The think-tank was also flexible as an initial top-
order vulnerability was addressed in time. 

    क                                 और           -

ऑ           क      र      र  क    
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 With three left-handers atop the batting tree, the Indians found rival captains employing off-
spinners to counter the batters. 

                         क                  क  क र    र    क                  क        कर   क  

  ए ऑफ-       क         क    

 Abhishek Sharma losing form also proved to be a complication but by picking the right-
handed Sanju Samson as opener, balance was found. 

            क               एक         ,    क                         क     र    कर 

              क        

 Great teams find ways to cope with challenges. 

                              क   र क               

 India, even after losing a Super Eight game to South Africa, stayed afloat. 

           क                          र   क           र                 र    

 The management persisted with Abhishek and he scored two fifties in the campaign, with 
the one in the final being vital. 

                 र  र       ए र   और                               ए,       फ     क  

     क         र    

 Samson, though, was a revelation. 

      क       एक                ए  

 Always rated high, at varying points in his career he was competing with M.S. Dhoni, Dinesh 
Karthik and Rishabh Pant for the wicket-keeper batter role. 

     क र र क     -                .  .     ,              और ऋ       क      

         -       क      क  क    ए         कर र       

 With 321 runs in this championship and three consecutive 50-plus scores in the last 
stretch for India, the ‗Player of the Tournament‘ ensured that the host fulfilled expectations. 

                321    और        र                50             क      ‗     ऑफ   

        ‘             क    क                    र  र    र   

 If Samson led India‟s batting charts, the incisive Jasprit Bumrah and spinner Varun 
Chakaravarthy finished with 14 wickets apiece and held the top spot in this World Cup. 

                          र  क         क  ,                            और    र     

                      14-14         कर                क    

 Bumrah was terrific while Varun found it rough towards the business end of the campaign 
as batters turned aggressive against him. 

            र र      क        क                        क      क             क  क    ई 

क        कर        

 India found heroes at critical points, be it Ishan Kishan, Tilak Varma, Hardik Pandya, 
Shivam Dube or Axar Patel. 

  र  क                           ,          ,             ,           और               

                          

 Among the rest, New Zealand proved why it remains one of the most resilient teams, sailing 
into another final before running into India. 

                         र        क    क                           एक   ,    एक और फ     

 क          क            र  ई  

 That outfits such as Nepal had their moments is also a pointer to how T20Is are helping 
cricket broaden its base. 

       क                                   ए,      क            क   20                     ए  

      क                     कर र       
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GS Paper 1: History,  

TOPICS COVERED  10  March  2026 

10Mar Years after Bloody Sunday, poll rights worries resurface 

                    ,                                 फ             
 

10Mar. Years after Bloody Sunday, poll rights 
worries resurface 

                    ,                        

         फ             

 Sixty-one years after State troopers attacked 
Civil Rights marchers on the Edmund Pettus Bridge in 
Selma, thousands gathered in the Alabama city this 
weekend amid new concerns about the future of the 
Voting Rights Act. 

 61                                                 र 

                     र       क     ,                    

          र                        क       क    कर  ई 

        क      एक   ए  

 The March 7, 1965, violence that became known 
as Bloody Sunday shocked the nation and helped spur 
passage of the landmark legislation that dismantled 
barriers to voting for Black Americans in the Jim Crow 
South. 

 7      1965 क       ,               क                 ,      र  

    क   क  र      और                   क     र  कर    

       क                                      क        

क  र    क         क        क    

 The anniversary was celebrated in this city that 
served as a crucible for the voting rights movement, with 
events through the weekend ending with a 
commemorative march across the bridge on Sunday. 

            क       र                             

              क        क    क  ,               र क      

 ए और र    र क       र एक           क        क        

    

 But the commemoration came as the U.S. The 
Supreme Court considered a case that could limit a 
provision of the Voting Rights Act that has helped 
ensure some congressional and local districts are 
drawn so that minority voters have a chance to elect their 
candidate of choice. 

    क                                                

     एक            र     र कर र                          क  एक        क        कर  क     , 

                 कर          क      क क          औ              क      ए      र          क 

                क                       क        क    क        

 “I‟m concerned that all of the advances that we made for the last 61 years are going to be 
eradicated,” said Charles Mauldin, 78, one of the marchers beaten on Bloody Sunday. 

 “               क       61                        क    ,             क     ,” 78           

         क  ,              र                      एक     

 Former and current Democratic officeholders, civil rights leaders and tourists 
descended on Selma to pay homage to the pivotal moment of the Civil Rights Movement 
and to issue calls to action. 
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      औ                            ,                   और                     क       

              क                क              क  और                 कर  क   

 Speakers warned of the looming court decision and criticised the Trump administration‘s 
actions on immigration and efforts to roll back diversity, equity, and inclusion. 

                          फ     क    कर            और       र                         

           ,        औ          क               क         क         क   

 Standing at the pulpit of the historic Tabernacle Baptist Church, Maryland Governor Wes 
Moore, said that like the marchers on Bloody Sunday, they must press forward. 

        क                     क        र       कर                             क    क     

               क   र                             

 
 

GS Paper 1: Society 

TOPICS COVERED  10  March  2026 

10Mar If BNS distinguishes between throwing and administering acid, RPwD Act 
must too: SC 

     BNS      फ     औ                        ,    RPwD               

              :            
 
 

 

10Mar. If BNS distinguishes between throwing and administering acid, RPwD 
Act must too: SC 

     BNS      फ     औ                        ,    RPwD                   

          :            



                      
 

  

P
ag

e8
 

 If BNS distinguishes between throwing and administering acid, RPwD Act must too: SC. 

     BNS      फ     और              र कर     ,    RPwD         क         कर       ए: 

            

 The Supreme Court on Monday said if the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) distinguished 
between ―throwing‖ acid and ―administering‖ the corrosive substance with intention to 
voluntarily cause grievous hurt to a person, the Right to Persons with Disability (RPwD) 
Act must also follow suit. 

                      क  क    क                       (BNS)  क       क                

            क   र       ―     फ    ‖ और ―           ‖ क         र कर     ,            

                         (RPwD Act) क         कर       ए  

 The observation was made by a Bench of Chief Justice of India Surya Kant and Joymalya 
Bagchi to the Union government while hearing a petition filed by an acid attack survivor, 
Shaheen Malik. 

                                       और              क                      क ,    

                                      र     र        क       ई कर र       

 Ms. Malik, herself an acid attack survivor, has specifically sought to bring victims who were 
forcibly made to ingest acid, and with a criminal case registered against their attackers, to 
be brought under the protective umbrella of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 
2016. 

           ,        एक                       ,                           क            

           क           ,    क       र   क                            ,                   

               2016 क    र   क     र          क       क      

 “When BNS distinguishes between throwing and administering, the aspect of 
administration requires to be articulated in the RPwD Act also,” Justice Bagchi addressed 
Additional Solicitor-General Archana Pathak Dave, appearing for the Centre. 

 “   BNS फ     और        क         र कर     ,           क       क  RPwD               

                क            ए,”                       क   र         ई                 

                       क    

 Chief Justice Kant said statutory provisions should be able to cover not only acts 
committed, but also be able to foresee offences which in all probability may occur in the 
future. 

                     क    क                  क    क     कए  ए       क  क र कर       ए 

                 क                       क                कर                   ए  

‗Undue advantage‘ 

 ‗          ‘ 

 “The perpetrators of crime should not be able to take any undue advantage. 

 “                 क                 क                  क   

 Even if an offence is capable of being committed, that itself is a sufficient guideline to enact 
a provision [to counter it],” Chief Justice Kant observed orally. 

     क ई        कए      क             र      ,        एक                    क             क  

  ए                       ए,”                         क       क    

 Ms. Dave said the definitions in the RPwD Act may have to be amended to incorporate or 
extend the ambit of the statute. 

              क    क RPwD                ई                     कर क     क        क        

        र  कर       क       

 She sought more time to return with a comprehensive response. 

                     क    ए                 

 Section 124 of the BNS covers the offence of ―voluntarily causing grievous hurt by use 
of acid, etc.‖ 

 BNS         124 ―                                              ‖ क        क  क र 

कर       

 It provides that ―whoever causes permanent or partial damage or deformity to, or burns 
or maims or disfigures or disables, any part or parts of the body of a person or causes 
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grievous hurt by throwing acid on or by administering acid to that person…‖ 

      क           क ―                                                             

                 ,            ,                ,                             ,           

        फ                                        …‖ 

 In an earlier hearing in the case, the top court had voiced zero tolerance for acid attackers, 
especially criminals who forcibly administer acid to their victims. 

          क       क       ई                                 क                   क  

    क     ,      कर      र       क    ए                 क    र                  

 
 

GS Paper 1: Geography 

TOPICS COVERED  10  March  2026 

10Mar What is the Musi riverfront development project? 

                                 ? 
 

 

 
10Mar. What is the Musi riverfront development project? 

                                 ? 

 The Musi River flows through Hyderabad for 55 km and looks like an open sewage 
channel most of the year, except during the monsoon. 

                       कर      55              और        क     कर     क     क        

                         ई          

 Now, the Telangana government wants to turn the seasonal river into a perennial river by 
ensuring year-long flow. 

                               क    र                                             

          

 The government also plans to develop leisure spaces, shopping areas, and heritage 
structures on the river banks. 

 रक र                 र           ,            औ                    क    कर   क        

    र       

 However, for people who have been living on the river bank for decades, this project means 
displacement. 

   क                                      क    ए      र             क  क र      क       
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What is at stake? 

             ? 

 The Musi River, with an aggregate length of about 260 km, is formed by the confluence of 
two rivulets — Musa and Esi. 

     260                         औ                                              

 These rivulets originate in the Ananthagiri hillocks of Vikarabad district in Telangana. 

                                                                    क        

 The destructive floods of 1908 prompted the Asafjahi ruler Mir Osman Ali Khan of the 
Hyderabad princely state to build two tanks. 

1908                  क                           फ                              

             ए  

 These tanks were Osman Sagar and Himayat Sagar, which act as flood control reservoirs 
for the river. 

                   और               ,        क    ए                  क        क    

कर       

 Various governments have attempted to develop the river as an urban waterfront. 

कई  रक र             क               क          क    कर   क        क       

 This includes the Telugu Desam Party government in 1997-98, the Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi government in 2017, and the present Congress government. 

     1997-98                          , 2017                         , और               

                

What does the development entail? 

                          ? 

 The project envisages development on both sides of the river‘s 55-km course. 

  र      क             55                             र   क              

 However, the Detailed Project Report (DPR) is yet to be approved. 

      क                       (DPR)                       

 The government proposes to channel 2.5 tmcft of water from the Godavari River through 
the Mallanna Sagar Reservoir, located 72 km away. 

 रक र                2.5        फ        क  72                              क  

             क       र        

 This water will be used to fill the twin reservoirs. 

                         क   र    ए    

 The water will then be released in a staggered manner into the Musi River to ensure year-
round flow. 

  क           क                                           क                           

 The project also proposes 39 new Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs) in addition to the 
existing 31 STPs. 

  र      क             31 STP क        39                       (STP)       क           

 These plants will treat the sewage entering the river from across the city. 

                                                    कर     

What has happened since? 

              ? 

 In October 2024, the Telangana government constituted a consortium of five companies 
to prepare the DPR. 

      2024                      DPR                                                 

       

 Almost simultaneously, the government began evicting and relocating residents from the 
slums on the riverbed. 
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              रक र                                                औ               क  

          कर     

 This move triggered severe backlash and protests. 

   क                औ                ए  

 Later, the government decided to begin the project on relatively unoccupied stretches 
along the Musa and Esi rivers, covering 21 km. 

        रक र         औ                                       21                र          

कर   क              

 The project proposes the world‘s tallest Gandhi statue at the confluence of the two 
rivers. 

  र      क                                                                    क           

 This cultural precinct will be named ―Gandhi Sarovar.‖ 

          क   र र क      ―           ‖ र     ए    

 The first phase of the Musi Riverfront Development Project has received in-principle 
funding approval from the Asian Development Bank (ADB). 

                            क           क                   (ADB)                   

             क      

 However, the final approval is still awaited. 

      क                           

Who is opposing the project? 

                               ? 

 Opposition began after the forced eviction of slum residents from the Musi riverbed in 
2024. 

  र   क        2024                                                 क       ई  

 A coalition of residents, voluntary organisations and activists formed under the banner of 
―Musi Jan Andolan.‖ 

         ,               औ                   कर ―              ‖ क         एक        

       

 Their main objection is the way the project is being carried out. 

  क                                           र     

 They argue that Musi residents are being treated as obstacles rather than partners in the 
river‟s rejuvenation. 

  क  क        क                                                                           

        

 They also question the urgency of the project without making the DPR publicly available. 

           र                   क DPR                                                    

           

 Recently, controversy erupted again after the government issued three land acquisition 
notifications related to the project. 

           रक र   र    र                                              र  कर   क            

  र            

 Residents of a gated community near the confluence point protested after their properties 
were listed for acquisition. 

                                                      र    क       क   क              

                                  

 The acquisition was intended to facilitate the ―Gandhi Sarovar‖ project. 

          ―           ‖          क    र  कर   क    ए  क      र       
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GS Paper II: Polity,  

TOPICS COVERED  10  March  2026 

10Mar West Asia crisis dominates LS; resolution on removal of Speaker not taken 
up 

                               ;                                     

10Mar Govt. sends feelers to Opposition on women‘s quota Act implementation 

                                                               

10Mar INDIA bloc may move impeachment motion against CEC Gyanesh Kumar 

 INDIA                                          फ                  

        

10Mar Bengal SIR test: reading the SC‘s order 

      SIR      :                             
 
 

10Mar. West Asia crisis dominates LS; 
resolution on removal of Speaker not 
taken up 

                               ; 

                                    

 West Asia crisis dominates LS; resolution 
on removal of Speaker not taken up. 

      ए       क          र     ;         

      क                      

 As the Budget Session resumed, the 
Lok Sabha on Monday failed to take up a 
resolution seeking the removal of Speaker Om 
Birla amid repeated adjournments as the 
Opposition insisted on a full-•edged discussion 
on the West Asia crisis and its impact on nearly 
10 million Indians living in the region. 

                  र       ,             र क  

              क        क       क           क , 

    क   र-  र        और                 

                   र              1      

          र   क        र           क       कर   

र    

 Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren 
Rijiju termed the Opposition parties 
“irresponsible”, while the Chair accused them of 
holding the House proceedings “hostage” to 
their demands. 

                                             क  

“  र-      र”      ,    क            र      

       क    ए                 क  “   क”       क  

 र          

 The House was adjourned for the day 
shortly after it reassembled at 3 p.m. following 
two earlier adjournments. 

      र          क            3       र       क 

     क         र            क      र क    ए      

कर           
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 “I have never seen such an irresponsible Opposition party in my Life! 

 “                          -                   क            ! 

 This Opposition does not understand the basic ethics of this House, the rules of this 
House, and the values of the Constitution,” Mr. Rijiju said in the House. 

                              ,              , और                  क            ,”    

                 क    

 However, the Opposition has shown no signs of relenting, demanding a comprehensive 
discussion on West Asia and energy security in view of the ongoing war in the region. 

       क                   क  क ई   क          ए और           र       क         ए            

और             र    क      क       क   

 The Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, on Monday evening 
signalled a more aggressive stance. 

                                           र        क     क    क    क         

 “The •ght [in West Asia] is an attempt to create a paradigm shift. 

 “                    ई एक                   कर   क           

 Our economy is going to face major losses, and you have seen what has happened in the 
stock markets. 

    र          क        क    क        कर        , और               क                    

       

 [Prime Minister Narendra Modi] has signed the U.S. trade deal, and the country is going to 
face a massive hit,” Mr. Gandhi told presspersons within the Parliament complex. 

 [                  ]                                 र     र  कए   , और     क  एक      

                 ,”                             क र      क    

 Sources indicated the government is unlikely to accept the Opposition‘s demand as 
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar had already made a suo motu statement on the 
issue in both Houses. 

            क         क       क                 क र कर   क          क         क            

  .                 र                                         क      

INDIA meet today 

                          

 Opposition parties of the Indian National Developmental, Inclusive Alliance (INDIA) are 
scheduled to meet on Tuesday morning to decide their next course of action. 

                                       (INDIA) क                क      कर   क    ए 

                क कर            

 The government is keen to first take up the debate on the resolution seeking the removal 
of the Speaker. 

                                   र          क     क     

 Home Minister Amit Shah and Mr. Rijiju is likely to speak on the issue, while the Congress 
plans to lead senior members, including Deputy Leader in the Lok Sabha Gaurav Gogoi 
and Manish Tewari. 

                   और                    र      क     ,    क                              

      और                    र        क     र   क            र       

 Mr. Gandhi questioned the Centre‘s reluctance to discuss the West Asia crisis before 
taking up the resolution seeking the Speaker‘s removal. 

                                                                 र      कर             

       र             

 “Is the West Asia issue not essential? 

 “                                     ? 

 Are fuel prices and economic devastation not important issues? 

                  और                                 ? 

 These are people‘s issues, and we consider them important and want a discussion. 

                   , और                         और                



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
4

 

 But the government doesn‟t want to do a debate because other things will come out. 

    क                 कर             क                   ए     

 Questions will be asked about the Prime Minister‘s position and how he is being 
blackmailed. 

                  और     क            क      र     ,     र             ए     

 That‟s why they don‟t want to discuss”. 

      ए              कर         ” 

 As soon as the Lok Sabha proceedings began, the House witnessed repeated 
adjournments with Opposition MPs raising slogans. 

                                 ई,               क    र                    र-  र         

 Jagadambika Pal, who was chairing the proceedings, accused them of wasting taxpayers‘ 
money—about ₹9 crore per day—by holding the House “hostage”. 

 क        क        कर र                    र          क                    —     ₹9 

           —क        कर र      और     क  “   क”     र       

 Mr. Pal described the Opposition‘s behaviour as “immature and irresponsible” and alleged 
that it was working with a political agenda to disrupt proceedings by preventing the House 
from taking up the resolution against Mr. Birla. 

                         क  “   र   और   र-      र”       और  र          क    

               क      क              कर र         क                 फ      क              

         क   

 The issue of taking up the West Asia crisis first was discussed at a meeting of senior 
leaders of the INDIA bloc on Monday morning at Congress president and Leader of 
Opposition in Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge‘s office in Parliament. 

                              क            र                                     औ  

                                        INDIA        क    र         क     क         

 क        

 Ahead of the start of proceedings, INDIA bloc MPs protested outside the Parliament. 

 क                         INDIA                           क     र   र          क    
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10Mar. Govt. sends feelers to Opposition on women‘s quota Act 
implementation 

                                                               

 The government has reached out to several Opposition leaders, seeking their opinion on 
bringing an amendment to advance the timeline on the implementation of the Constitution 
(One Hundred and Sixth Amendment) Act, or Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, sources 
said. 

          कई                    क   क      और         (                )        ,    

                      क  क        क          क            क    ए              र   क  

र           ,              क    

 The Act seeks to allocate 33% of the seats to directly elected legislative bodies, including 
the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies, to women. 

                                            33%              क       क         कर     ,       

       और                          

 The legislation, more commonly known as the women‘s reservation Bill, 2023, was passed 
by Parliament in a special session, the first one in the new Parliament building, on 
September 21, 2023. 

          ,           र  र                   2023 क          ,      क              21 

       2023 क     र   क      ,                                      

 The Lok Sabha passed the Bill with 454 votes in favour and two against. 

                     क  454               और          क         र   क    
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 The Rajya Sabha passed the Bill unanimously, with 214 votes in favour and none 
against. 

                     क                र   क  ,       214             और                

         

 Section 5 of the Act states that the reservation for women will come into effect ―after an 
exercise of delimitation is undertaken for this purpose after the relevant figures for the 
first Census taken after commencement of Act...‖ 

                 5 क        क                                     ―                

                                                                                

          ...‖ 

 The Union Cabinet cleared the decks for the Census on December 12, 2025, to be 
undertaken in two phases — ―houselisting and housing census‖ — between April and 
September 2026, and population enumeration in February 2027. 

                   12        2025 क         क    ए     र    ,                   क     ए   — 

―            औ                ‖                2026 क     , और             फ     

2027     

 The timeline for delimitation, which is expected to increase the number of Lok Sabha seats, 
continues to be ambiguous. 

         क         ,                    क            क         ,                 ई 

    

 Sources in the government confirmed that ―informal feelers‖ had been sent to several 
Opposition leaders, seeking their opinion on introducing amendments to the Act, removing 
the necessity to wait for the completion of the Census, which, in turn, would help in initiating 
the delimitation exercise. 

       क                क   क कई              क  ―               ‖       ए   ,       

                        र   क  र          ई       क          र       क       र कर   क  

   क      ई     क  और                        कर                

 “We have sent messages informally on this, nothing formal or even suggestions from our 
side have been shared. 

 “         र                        ,    र   र         क क ई औ                          

 क           

 If there is a formal movement on this, it will be shared,” a senior source in the government 
said. 

         र क ई औ                                क     ए  ,”                         क    

 The source did not clarify on the fate of the delimitation exercise, or whether there were any 
thoughts on the implementation of the Act before the exercise. 

                      क            क                           क    र     क ई           

    

 Speaking to reporters at Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh, Union Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Kiren Rijiju on February 15 had stated that the second part of the Budget 
Session, which began on Monday, would be ―interesting‖ as several ―important‖ 
legislation, and a ―critical‖ Bill, would be presented in Parliament for debate and passage. 

                           क र          कर    ए                                        15 

फ     क  क       क                    ,                    , ―     ‖          क कई 

―       ‖        और एक ―       ‖                  और    र  कर   क    ए   ए   ए     

 “We will bring some important Bills, including one critical Bill. 

 “   क                    ए   ,       एक                            

 We will not disclose now as to what the Bill is, but we will bring up one very important 
business in the second part. 

                   ए     क             ,    क               एक                         ए    

 We will pass all these Bills,” Mr. Rijiju had said. 

                    क     र  कर   ,”              क       

 The ambiguity in the timeline of the implementation was the main thrust of the 
Opposition‘s criticism during the debate on the law in Parliament. 
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                                                र     क    र                  क  

             

 Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge, also the Leader of Opposition in the Rajya 
Sabha, speaking during the debate, had said that there was no need to ―link women‘s 
reservation with Census and delimitation‖. 

                          ,                                ,        क    र   क       क 

―                     औ                                  ‖  

 He had criticised the government that by placing these two conditions, the Bill could turn 
out to be a mere ―jumla‖. 

              क         कर    ए क    क           क  र                 क    एक ―     ‖ 

  कर र   क       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10Mar. INDIA bloc may move impeachment motion against CEC Gyanesh 
Kumar 

 INDIA                                          फ                       

   

 INDIA bloc may move impeachment motion against CEC Gyanesh Kumar. 

 INDIA                                   क                          क       

 The Indian National Developmental, Inclusive Alliance (INDIA) parties are likely to move 
an impeachment motion against Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar in 
the coming days. 

                       ,                (INDIA) क                                      

(CEC)             क                          क       

 According to sources, the Deputy Leader of the Trinamool Congress in the Lok Sabha, 
Satabdi Roy, raised the issue at the meeting chaired by the Congress chief and Leader of 
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the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge, at his office. 

       क       र                                                                   औ  

                                      क            ई    क      क                    

Next step 

          

 Ms. Roy, sources said, underlined that it has been four days since West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee began her protest against the deletion of names from the 
electoral rolls during the special intensive revision carried out by the Election 
Commission. 

       क       र              क    क                                   र               र  

 कए  ए                   क    र                                क                        

 कए  ए              क      

 She argued that it was crucial for the Opposition to take the next step by moving an 
impeachment motion against Mr. Kumar. 

         क        क      क    ए                 ए          क                           

            

 Other Opposition leaders agreed with the suggestion, sources said. 

       क       र                                            ई  

 While the Trinamool is piloting the motion, the Opposition is working out the details, 
including the House in which the motion will be moved. 

                            क          र     ,                             र     र क   

कर र                          ए    

 A senior Opposition leader said they have the requisite numbers to introduce the motion 
in either House. 

 एक                    क    क   क       क                      कर   क    ए    क      

    

 Article 324(5) of the Constitution says the CEC can be removed through an impeachment 
process similar to that of a Supreme Court judge. 

                   324(5) क        क                क                        क   र  

               क                    क       

 It requires a motion supported by a two-thirds majority of members present and voting in 
both the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. 

   क    ए        और                       और       कर                   -           

                  क          

 In the Rajya Sabha, it must be signed by 50 members and in the Lok Sabha by 100 
members. 

               50         र  और           100         र       र           ए  

 The motion must specify the grounds for seeking removal. 

                                   ए          ए  

 Once the motion is moved, the Chair of the respective House must constitute a special 
committee to investigate the allegations. 

              क          ,                क      क         क       क    ए एक             

     कर            

 If the panel finds the CEC guilty, a vote is held on its report. 

           CEC क              ,      क          र       कर             

 After both Houses approve the motion, the President issues the final order for removal. 

               र         क        क                                    र  कर       
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10Mar. Bengal SIR test: reading the SC‘s order 

      SIR      :                             

 On February 20, 2026, the Supreme Court invoked its powers under Article 142 of the 
Constitution. 

20 फ     2026 क                                  142 क              क र   क         क    

 It decided to deploy judicial officers in the State of West Bengal. 

                                             क        कर   क              

 These officers were tasked to adjudicate and revisit cases and documents submitted under 
―logical discrepancies‖ and ―unmapped cases‖. 

      क  र    क  ―                  (logical discrepancies)‖ और ―              

(unmapped cases)‖ क                     और          क         औ            कर   क  क    

           

 The purpose was to determine inclusion or exclusion of names from the electoral roll. 

  क                                              क        कर       

 This step was taken when the second phase of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls was nearing completion. 

   क                                                    (SIR) क                   र  

              

 The Court intervened after the Election Commission of India (EC) informed it of certain 
difficulties. 

                   (EC)   र  क   क         क     क र       क                       क    

 The EC stated that despite repeated requests, the State government had not provided 
Group ‗A‘ officers of the rank of SDO/SDM. 

                     क   र-  र    र   कर   क                      SDO/SDM       Group 

‗A‘            क            कर     
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 These officers were required to perform quasi-judicial functions as Electoral Registration 
Officers (EROs). 

      क  र    क  Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) क           -           कर       

 According to the EC, the State instead deployed clerical-level personnel and officials from 
Group ‗B‘ and ‗C‘ cadres. 

           क       र र        क       र                          Group ‗B‘ औ  ‗C‘ 

     क     क  र    क         क    

 Such personnel could not reasonably be entrusted with scrutiny of documents and 
adjudication of cases. 

    क     र    क                   और                 क        र                           

 However, the State government disputed this assertion before the Supreme Court. 

      क                      क                           

 Against this backdrop, the Supreme Court initially sought the assistance of judicial officers 
from West Bengal. 

                                                                क                

 Later orders facilitated the deployment of additional judicial officers from Odisha and 
Jharkhand. 

    क                  और               र                   क         क       क   ई  

 This deployment was subject to the discretion of the Chief Justice of the Calcutta High 
Court. 

                                        क      क   क र क           

 The step was taken considering nearly 60 lakh cases requiring adjudication. 

              60            क          क     क   क         र     ए           

Why was the Court compelled to intervene? 

                                      ? 

 Earlier, on February 4, 2026, the Chief Minister of West Bengal appeared personally before 
the Supreme Court in the SIR matter. 

          4 फ     2026 क                        SIR                         क      

       ई      

 The hearing attracted nationwide attention. 

        ई                              

 The Court made it clear that it would not permit any impediment to the continuation of the 
SIR process. 

              क    क SIR       क    र  र       क ई        क र      क    ए    

 During the second phase of the SIR in West Bengal, the State challenged the EC‘s 
decision to deploy Micro-Observers. 

              SIR              क    र   र    रक र    Micro-Observers क         क  EC    

      क             

 These observers were deployed to assist EROs and Assistant EROs. 

  क       EROs औ  Assistant EROs क         कर       

 The State argued that such deployment was contrary to law. 

र       क        क                                

 The Election Commission justified the step citing the non-availability of adequate Group 
‗A‘ officers of the rank of SDO/SDM. 

                 क   क         र     ए क    क SDO/SDM             Group ‗A‘ 

                      

 This was despite repeated requests to the State government. 

                        -           कर   क             र    

 Another concern raised by the State related to notices issued under ―logical 
discrepancies‖. 

र      ―logical discrepancies‖      क           र           र            ई  
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 The State alleged that such notices were contrary to SIR guidelines and issued on an ad-
hoc basis. 

र   क   र       क          SIR                     और                 र   कए  ए  

 The Election Commission argued that such verification was necessary and consistent with 
the SIR process. 

              क    क             क    और SIR       क            

 In several cases, electors had been incorrectly or wrongly linked to the last SIR. 

कई                    क        SIR                              

 Even after extensions of time for hearings, nearly 60 lakh cases remain pending 
adjudication in West Bengal. 

     ई क    ए               क                            60                            

 This situation contrasts with Tamil Nadu and Kerala, which completed the SIR exercise 
within the prescribed timelines. 

                 और           र              ,      SIR             र      क     र   र  कर 

    ई  

 While the immediate dispute concerns the conduct of the SIR in West Bengal, the episode 
reveals a deeper institutional gap in India‟s electoral framework. 

      क                          SIR                        ,           र  क                   

एक   र              क         र कर       

Permanent Staff for the Election Commission of India (ECI) 

                  (ECI)               फ           

 Has the time come to equip the Election Commission of India (ECI) with a permanent staff 
machinery? 

                    क                   (ECI) क         फ                क     ए? 

 At the heart of the issue is a structural feature of India‟s electoral system. 

        क  क        र  क                                           

 The ECI does not have a permanent staff of its own for the preparation of electoral rolls or 
the conduct of elections. 

ECI क                                            क    ए             फ          

 Instead, it functions through personnel requisitioned from the Central and State 
governments under the constitutional scheme. 

  क                         क          औ                                   क       

   क   कर       

 This question was debated in the Constituent Assembly during the consideration of Draft 
Article 289 (present Article 324). 

                                 289 (              324)  र     र क    र                 

 Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, while moving the clause, observed that the ECI‘s work would be 
uneven. 

  .   .  .                      क       कर    ए क    क ECI                          

       

 He argued that creating a separate permanent machinery could lead to duplication of 
machinery and unnecessary expenditure. 

        क        क                                      और                क       

 However, Mr. R.K. Sidhwa, representing the Central Provinces and Berar, raised a 
contrary concern. 

   क                 औ       क           कर          .  .          एक                 

क   

 His concern has renewed relevance in the current episode. 

  क                    क             र          क     ई     

 Mr. Sidhwa argued that reliance on staff drawn from the provinces would render the 
system imperfect. 

         क    क                                       क                  



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
2

 

 Such personnel would ultimately remain responsible to the executive. 

    क    र                                  र      

 If the executive wished to interfere, it could issue informal or secret instructions to such 
staff. 

                     कर                  क     र    क                             क       

 Those employees might comply because their permanent duty lies with the executive 
authority. 

   क    र                    क       कर        क   क                                        

 He therefore advocated creating a Commission with its own machinery. 

    ए                                  क        क         क    

 According to him, such a system could ensure a permanent and accurate electoral roll. 

  क       र              औ                           कर  क       

 The controversy over the deployment of Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) in West 
Bengal revives this unresolved institutional question. 

              Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) क         क    कर                 

                  क    र          कर          

 The question is whether the ECI should now have permanent machinery, at least for the 
preparation and continuous updation of electoral rolls. 

          क       ECI क      क     क                         औ                   क  

  ए                   ए  

Meaning of publication of the final electoral roll 

                                  

 The final electoral roll published on February 28, 2026, has 7.04 crore electors at present. 

28 फ     2026 क   क                                    7.04                     

 However, nearly 60 lakh cases remain pending adjudication before judicial officers. 

   क       60                                   क                

 After adjudication, eligible electors will be included through supplementary lists. 

      क                   क               क                 ए    

 Furthermore, names can be added up to one day prior to the date of nomination. 

  क                                                                        

 Therefore, the current figure of 7.04 crore electors is likely to increase. 

    ए 7.04               क              औ                      

Holding the line: the ECI‘s institutional stance 

              : ECI                  

 The Supreme Court‘s decision to deploy judicial officers attempts to strike a careful 
balance. 

                   ,                                  क             ई, एक                

           

 It ensures the timely completion of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR). 

                     (SIR) क                        कर       

 This is important in view of the upcoming elections. 

                 क                       

 At the same time, it ensures the seriousness and credibility of the exercise. 

                क          औ            क             कर       

 The Election Commission‘s stance also justifies the trust placed in it by the framers of 
the Constitution. 

                                  क                                                 

    

 Under Article 324, the ECI is entrusted with safeguarding the integrity of the electoral roll. 

       324 क      ECI क                        औ                क                      
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GS Paper II: Governance, 

TOPICS COVERED  10  March  2026 

10Mar Bitter milk 

         

 

Bitter milk 

          

 Detecting violation of rules in time is better than 
stringent penalties 

     र                    क                             

         

 The events in Rajamahendravaram in Andhra 
Pradesh involving the mass poisoning of consumers by 
milk contaminated with ethylene glycol sound a regulatory 
alarm. 

         क                                           क  

क र           क                     क      ए  एक 

               क    क            

 As of March 8, the death toll was 11, with 
approximately 20 other people, including infants, 
hospitalized. 

8       क                11     ई    और      20    

   ,                       ,                  

 The police have invoked Sections 103 
(punishment for murder) and 105 (culpable homicide not 
amounting to murder) of the BNS. 

                           (BNS) क       103 (           

   ) और      105 (       -                            

    )      क      

 The vendor allegedly continued to supply the milk 
despite complaints about a bitter taste and being warned 
that a coolant leak could be poisonous, so it seems 
reasonable that the State is treating gross negligence in 
food safety as a serious criminal offence. 

          क              क           र  र  ,    क   क       

    क    क         और                   ई     क          

        र        क     ,     ए र     र                   

         क      र                                        

 However, there could also be counterproductive 
effects. 

      क   क                     क       

 Milk is a staple in Indian households and 
contamination by an industrial compound already infamous 
in India for its lethality carries the potential to trigger a 
crisis of confidence in local, unbranded milk supplies. 

                क  एक         र    और              

       क    ए क     एक औ              र    क        

                                                         

    कर  क       

 Children and the elderly are most affected by 
ethylene glycol poisoning due to their higher metabolic 
sensitivity and lower renal reserves, respectively. 
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    और                                      क               ,     क            

                   और                                 

 This could push people towards pasteurised milk from regulated cooperatives such as 
Amul or Vijaya, which seems desirable, but a large share of milk is also distributed in India 
through small vendors. 

                                                    क                 क   र     क     ,    

               ,    क              क  एक                        क                 र           

 Since the State has invoked criminal charges, including ‗murder‘, against the offenders, 
marginal actors may quit the market or shift further into informality, which can 
paradoxically undermine oversight. 

    क र        र       क                                 ए   ,     ए               

           क         और    क                          क     ,                         

        क   र     क       

 Though the State may be projecting a strong hand at work by criminalising the vendor‟s 
alleged conduct, the importance of regulations cannot be overstated. 

     र          क  क      र  क    र         कर                  र     ,   र           क  

    क         क      क    

 Food-safety compliance is as much about punishing bad actors as about reducing the 
cost of doing the right thing. 

                                                       क    र               क         

                        क    र      

 In the informal supply chain, cold-chain monitoring and hygiene inspections are almost 
entirely absent, leaving room for contamination. 

                              -            और                    र   र          

  ,            क              र        

 Subsidised testing kits and cooperative chilling facilities can thus reduce the risk at 
small dairies. 

    ए                       और                                              क  क  

कर  क       

 Regulators may also consider safe-harbour provisions that ease penalties for dairy 
operators who report contamination at their facilities; this could also encourage early 
disclosure, giving authorities time to save lives. 

     क     ए    फ-                र        र कर  क     ,             र       क   क    ए     

       क                          क               ;                     क                और 

   क  र    क             क              

 But this also makes consistent enforcement crucial. 

   क                              क                     

 That a dairy could operate without a safety licence for 11 years raises serious questions 
about the oversight of the local government and the FSSAI. 

       क एक       11      क                   क       र  ,             और FSSAI क  

         र     र              

 The local authorities failed to conduct periodic field audits, and the FSSAI did not enforce 
standardised safety protocols. 

                                  ऑ          कए और FSSAI                           

           कए  

 The risk of being detected becomes negligible and even the harshest criminal charges 
cannot amount to a meaningful preventive measure. 

            क        क                       और      क  र                       

                          

 An effective system must realise that reliably detecting violations and imposing timely 
sanctions are a better deterrent than stringent penalties that do not aid enforcement and 
rarely lead to convictions. 

एक             क            ए  क                                    और      र     

         ,    क  र              र                                कर   और         क   

         क            
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GS Paper II: International Relations 

TOPICS COVERED  10  March  2026 

10Mar Trip to nowhere: IndiGo‘s U.K. flight returns to Delhi after 14 hours in the 
sky, as Eritrea flags permit issue 

                  :                                   IndiGo      .  .      14 

                   

10Mar Iran picks Mojtaba Khamenei as new leader 

                                         
 

 

10Mar. Trip to nowhere: IndiGo‘s U.K. flight returns to Delhi after 14 hours in 
the sky, as Eritrea flags permit issue 

                  :                                   IndiGo      .  .      14      

              

 Trip to nowhere: IndiGo‘s U.K. flight returns to Delhi after 14 hours in the sky, as Eritrea 
flags permit issue. 

 क         क      : IndiGo      .  .                कर 14                   ,     क             

                  

 An IndiGo flight from Delhi to Manchester was forced to turn back from Eritrea after being 
airborne for nearly eight hours. 

                    र   एक IndiGo      क                      र    क                       

      क    ए     र           

 Though the aircraft had skirted the conflict-affected Persian Gulf, the flight effectively took 
14 hours and ended where it began. 

       क                                              ए       र ,   र            क   14      

    और            ई              ई     

 The prolonged diversion was triggered by confusion at the Air Traffic Control in Eritrea 
over a permit filed by IndiGo, sources said. 
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       क       र                                          फ            IndiGo   र     र  कए  ए 

      क    कर  ई    क       क  क र      

 The Boeing 787-9 aircraft, which IndiGo has leased from the Norwegian carrier Norse 
Atlantic Airways, took off from Delhi at half past midnight on Monday. 

 Boeing 787-9      ,      IndiGo                     Norse Atlantic Airways         र 

       ,            र   क                    र   

 The Flight tracking website Flightradar24 shows that it avoided the entire Gulf region, 
entered Africa through Ethiopia and was flying over Eritrea when it did a u-turn and started 
returning to Delhi. 

                      Flightradar24 क       र            र                  ए              

                    क   और          क  ऊ र            -      कर                 क    

 It landed in Delhi at 2.30 p.m. 

          2:30               र   

 IndiGo had partially resumed flights to Europe on Sunday after more than a week, and the 
service to Manchester was its first since February 26. 

 IndiGo                  क                क                         क         र     क  

    और         क       26 फ     क               

Confusion on operation 

                   

 It is using a longer route over Africa to avoid the affected airspace. 

                            क    ए                               कर र       

 Monday‟s diversion was triggered by confusion over the operating arrangement of the 
leased aircraft. 

      र क                                   क              क    कर  ए    क  क र  

    

 While overflight permits are typically obtained by the marketing carrier, which in this case 
is IndiGo, it must state the carrier under whose name the aircraft is registered, which is 
Norse Atlantic Airways. 

     र  र                                  र              ,                IndiGo   , 

   क         ए र     क                          क       र           क     ,    Norse 

Atlantic Airways     

 Though the permit reflected this arrangement, air traffic authorities in Eritrea were 
reportedly confused by the involvement of two airlines linked to the same aircraft, triggering 
the diversion. 

       क                      ई  ई   ,    क                      फ             क  एक    

                           क        र  क    कर      ,                       

 “We are working with the relevant authorities to explore the possibilities of resuming the 
journey,” IndiGo said in a press statement. 

 “                      क         कर       फ              क             र क   कर र     ,” 

IndiGo    एक             क    

 IndiGo‘s London-Mumbai flight on Sunday was diverted to Cairo for the same reason. 

        क  IndiGo        -                  क र         क   र         ई     

 The flight is now scheduled to depart on Tuesday, and the airline said it was arranging hotel 
accommodation for affected passengers. 

                    क       कर           और ए र        क    क                   क    ए 

          कर र       

 Two other IndiGo flights to Amsterdam and London that used the same route were 
operated without any incident. 

          क        कर        IndiGo                       और      क    ए       क        

क           ई   

 Until now, all of IndiGo‘s European services had been grounded as the leased Boeing 787 
aircraft fall under the jurisdiction of the European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA), 
which issued an advisory on February 28 barring its carriers from flying over 11 countries 
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in West Asia following airstrikes between U.S.-Israel and Iran. 

     क IndiGo                                   क               Boeing 787               

                       (EASA) क     क र              ,       28 फ     क  एक          र  

कर              क                11       क  ऊ र       र      र क        ,           -

       औ                         क        र   क           

 

 

10Mar. Iran picks Mojtaba Khamenei as new leader 

                                         

 The 57-year-old will be the third Supreme Leader of the Republic, after Khomeini and 
Khamenei; U.S. President Donald Trump had said last week the new leader should be 
acceptable to him; Putin offers his ‗unwavering support‘ for Mojtaba, while China says his 
selection is based on Constitution. 

 57            र   क                       ,        औ          क     ;                 

                         क       क                क             ए;                 क    ए 

     ‗          ‘        ,    क        क    क   क              क     र  र        

 Iran‘s Assembly of Experts, an 88-member clerical body, announced on Sunday night that 
it had chosen Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei, son of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the former 
Supreme Leader who was assassinated by a joint American-Israeli strike on February 28, 
as the country‟s new leader. 

                ऑफ        , एक 88                       ,    र    र र         क   क 

                           ,                        क        ,      28 फ     क        

       -                    कर     ई   , क      क                    

 The 57-year-old cleric will be the third Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic, after 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, founder of the republic, and Ali Khamenei, who held the 
position for 37 years. 

    57                           क                       ,                      , 

     र   क       क   , और            ,         37      क             , क       
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 Though Iran has an elected President, the Supreme Leader is the head of the state and 
the commander-in-chief of the country‟s armed forces, making him the most powerful 
authority in the system. 

       क         एक                         ,    क                           और     क  

                                 ,                                               

    

 “By a decisive vote, the Assembly of Experts appointed Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba 
Hosseini Khamenei as the third Leader of the sacred system of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran,” the Assembly said in a statement. 

 “एक              ,        ऑफ                                               क  

              ऑफ      क            क                    क  ,”           एक         

क    

 On February 28, after U.S.-Israeli strikes killed Ali Khamenei and several other top Iranian 
officials, President Donald Trump had asked Iranians to overthrow the government. 

 28 फ     क ,           -                            और कई                          

क          ई,                                                    फ     क        क       

 On March 5, Mr. Trump said he wanted to have a role in the selection of Iran‟s new 
Supreme Leader. 

 5      क             क    क    ईर   क   ए                                      

 He called Mojtaba Khamenei a ―lightweight‖, and said the new leader should be 
acceptable to him. 

                       क  ―        ‖ क   और क    क                              ए  

 Soon after the Assembly made the announcement, Iranian Foreign Ministry issued a 
statement congratulating the new leader. 

                         क ,                               क     ई       ए एक        र   क    

 “In the current and critical situation facing the country, this choice will undoubtedly 
guarantee our nation‟s sovereignty and territorial integrity and will strengthen national 
unity and cohesion,” it said in a statement. 

 “    क                     औ                                  र  र    क          औ        

       क    र         और             औ          क        कर   ,”         क        

 Other branches of the state, including the armed forces, welcomed the appointment. 

     क           ,                         ,              क        क    

 Ali Larijani, Secretary of the National Security Council, said Mr. Khamenei “will be a 
source of goodness and blessings”. 

                    क                       क    क            “     औ          क      

     ”  

 Born in 1969 in Mashhad, Mojtaba Khamenei, the second son of Ali Khamenei, fought “on 
the frontlines” during the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war, according to an official biography released 
by the state media. 

 1969                              ,                क     र        ,    1980-88     -     

    क    र   “       ”  र    ई       ,     र            र    र     क  रक          क       

    

 After the war, he moved to Qom for advanced seminary studies. 

     क                         क    ए          ए  

 He has built close ties with both the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and the 
clerical establishment. 

                                    (IRGC) और                     क                    ए 

    

 The younger Khamenei has maintained strong ties with figures associated with the Axis of 
Resistance, stated the biography, referring to Iran‟s non-state allies in the region. 

          क           क                 Axis of Resistance                क                  

   ए र     ,           ईर   क     -              क          कर       

 “He shared a particularly close relationship with Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah,” the Secretary 
General of Hezbollah, the Lebanese Shia militia, who was assassinated by an Israeli strike 
in September 2024. 
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 “  क                  क                  कर            ,”             क          और 

       क                क         ,    क         2024                        कर     ई     

 Hezbollah, which is fighting Israeli forces in southern Lebanon, issued a statement 
pledging loyalty to the new Supreme Leader. 

         ,                                       र     ,                 क                 

 ए        र   क    

 Russia and China, Iran‟s close partners, welcomed the new Supreme Leader. 

    और    ,    ईर   क  कर          र   ,                 क        क    

 “I would like to reaffirm our unwavering support for Tehran and solidarity with our Iranian 
friends,” Russian President Vladimir Putin said in a message to Mr. Khamenei. 

 “          क    ए                 और                  क      एक      क            कर         

  ,”                                         क           क    

 “Russia has been and will remain a reliable partner to Iran. 

 “        क  एक                 र      और र      

 At a time when Iran is confronting armed aggression, your tenure in this high position will 
undoubtedly require great courage and dedication.” 

                             क        कर र     ,           र   क  क   क         

                औ        क       कर    ” 

 China‘s Foreign Ministry spokesman Guo Jiakun told reporters in Beijing on Monday that 
Iran‟s decision to appoint the younger Khamenei was “based on its constitution”. 

                     क                           र क              क र      क    क      

        क        कर   क  ईर   क          क           र     र      

 “China opposes interference in other countries‟ internal affairs under any pretext, and 
Iran‘s sovereignty, security, and territorial integrity should be respected,” he said when 
asked about the threats against the new leader, according to an AFP report. 

 “     क                        क                         क    र   कर     , और         

       ,       औ               क        क            ए,”                क              क  

  र                र क  ,     AFP                      
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10Mar. India must accelerate linking of education to the real-world economy, 
says Prime Minister 

                                                                , 

                

 India must accelerate linking of education to the real-world economy, says the Prime 
Minister. 

      क       क                          क            कर       ए,                 

क    

 India must accelerate the process of linking the country‟s education system to the ―real-
world economy‖, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on Monday, while addressing a 
series of post-Budget webinars. 

      क      क             क  ―              ‖          क            कर       ए, 
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                             क                              क         क          कर    ए 

क    

 Mr. Modi spoke of the country‟s ―consistent‖ efforts to connect education with 
employment and enterprise, specifically mentioning the government‟s push to promote the 
animation, visual effects, gaming, and comics (AVGC) sector, adding that ―India is 
moving towards an innovation-driven economy‖. 

                 क         और                 क      क  ―             ‖ क        क   और 

             रक र क         ,         फ    ,        औ        (AVGC)     क             

क         क       क  ,    क     ए  क ―           -                              ‖  

 “We need to place greater focus on subjects like AI and automation, digital economy, and 
design-driven manufacturing,” he said. 

 “        औ  ऑ      ,               , और       -                             र 

   क              ,”        क    

 The Prime Minister also noted the importance of STEM disciplines and said it was a matter 
of ―great pride‖ that women are increasingly showing interest in these subjects. 

             STEM        क       र      र      और क    क    ―       ‖ क          क 

                                   र       

 He added, however, “As we prepare for futuristic technologies, it is crucial that no daughter is 
held back due to a lack of opportunities. 

       क            , **“    -             क   क  क   क    ए     र  कर र     ,                क 

   र   क  क   क  क र  क ई             र    ए  

 We must build a research ecosystem where young researchers have full opportunities to 
experiment and work on new ideas.” 

                                           ए                     क       कर   और    

         र क   कर   क    र     र      ” 

 He further urged academics and institutions listening in on the webinar to ―deliberate on 
developing your institutions as centres of industry collaboration and research-driven 
learning‖, adding this would give students ―real-world exposure and strengthen the skill 
ecosystem‖. 

              र     र             और                 क    क    ―                           

औ          -                                                    ‖,                

―                              औ                                ‖  

 He went on to stress that it was ―essential‖ for curricula to be ―updated according to 
market needs‖, also noting that the New Education Policy 2020 has ―laid the necessary 
foundation for this‖. 

              र       क       क  ―                                    ‖ ―    ‖    

और       क    क              2020    ―                                   ‖  

 “Over the past decade, a major transformation has taken place in the mindset of the 
country. 

 “                 क                    र            

 Today, beyond the boundaries of villages, towns, and cities, every young Indian wants to 
do something new, driven by the spirit to achieve. 

          ,      औ        क             र   र                     कर           ,          

               र      

 This new mindset of the new generation is the nation‟s greatest strength, its most 
valuable capital for a bright future,” Mr. Modi said. 

  ई      क                  क                   और                             

        ,”            क    

 He added that to capitalise on this, the education system must be continuously 
modernised and upgraded. 

              क   क                                   क                औ       क   

         ए  

 He said that new models like university townships, several of which were announced in 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman‘s Budget Speech this year, reflect the 
government‘s efforts to link education with employment and enterprise. 
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        क    क                          ए     ,          कई क                               

                       क   ई   ,      क         और                 क                  

क             

 
 

10Mar. Development means expansion of choices in Amartya Sen‘s 
‗capabilities approach‘ 

            ‗             ‘                                    

 In everyday language, ―capabilities‖ often refers to an individual‟s skills or abilities. 

              ―capabilities‖ क            क       क                                   

 However, in the work of economist Amartya Sen, the capabilities approach carries a much 
deeper meaning. 

   क                   क  क       Capabilities Approach क           क       क   र      

 Sen conceptualised capabilities as the substantive freedoms that enable people to lead the 
lives they value. 

              (capabilities) क                     क          र       क            क     

                                                   

 Amartya Sen, who received the Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences in 1998, has 
consistently argued that development must be understood as the expansion of human 
freedoms. 

        ,      1998                               ,      र     क       र       क       क  

                         क                      ए  
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 He argued that development should not be seen merely as economic growth. 

       क    क   क   क  क               क                           ए  

 Sen‟s early collaboration with Pakistani economist Mahbub ul Haq shaped the influential 
idea that development is the enlargement of human choices. 

                             क          क    र   क                          र   क    

 क    क   क   क                                 

 According to this perspective, development should not be measured simply by national 
income. 

      क   क       र   क   क  क              क     र  र                    ए  

 This view challenged the dominance of purely economic metrics in development thinking. 

       र      क   क                                     क             

 Sen‟s position also reflects his liberal philosophical commitments. 

    क     क     क                       क                

 For example, he differed from philosopher Martha Nussbaum, who proposed a central list 
of capabilities that governments should guarantee. 

    र  क    ए,          क                       ,          रक र     र          क            

                        क                

 Sen was cautious about prescribing such a universal list. 

                          कर   क    कर            

 He feared that it might become paternalistic. 

     र     क       क                              क       

 Instead, he preferred a more open framework that allows societies to debate and 
determine which freedoms matter most. 

  क              एक                  क                                              -

                             

 Despite these differences, the capabilities approach emphasises the moral importance of 
freedom in achieving human well-being. 

           क         Capabilities Approach      क        कर                          

 र   र          

 However, translating these ideals into public policy, especially in a country like India, 
remains a major challenge. 

   क          क               ,      कर                       कर   एक                   

    

 The state‟s inability to nurture enabling conditions such as critical thinking is deeply 
concerning. 

र   क                                                    फ        र       क  

         

 In an era shaped by post-truth politics and the growing influence of artificial intelligence, 
the erosion of thinking skills raises serious questions about democratic life. 

   -            और               क            क    र                           क     क 

     क          र     र        कर       

 Equally troubling are the declining standards across education and related sectors. 

     र       औ                                         क           

 This is particularly serious in an economy increasingly dominated by service industries. 

                                      र                         र     र         र       

 While the capabilities approach has long faced questions about how to operationalise its 
ideas in policy, the present political climate creates deeper challenges. 

      क Capabilities Approach                   क        कर र       क   क      र     क  

                          ,        र      क                               कर       

 Weakening governance standards and shrinking political freedoms have created an 
environment where facts and truth are losing relevance. 

                        और                                 र      र              औ  

              क           र       
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 This situation affects not only activists but also the possibility of serious academic debate. 

        क               क                                           क            

कर       

 The result is a troubling disconnect between theory and practice. 

  र              औ                                     ई     

 Neither seems capable of illuminating the path forward. 

            क ई                                           

 The idea of praxis, meaning the integration of thought and action, remains largely absent. 

Praxis,             औ               क      र        क        क             

 In such a situation, philosophical ideas such as John Rawls‘ ―veil of ignorance‖ appear 
rarely applied in real politics. 

                       ―veil of ignorance‖            क     र      क र                  

क                 ई          

 Sen‟s central argument that ―development is freedom‖ is therefore not merely academic. 

    ए     क     क      क   क ―                  ‖ क     क    क     र          

 It is fundamentally political in nature. 

                        क      र     

 Sen‟s intellectual foresight lies partly in his deliberate openness when defining capabilities. 

    क      क   र                        क                                                

 By refusing to reduce development to indicators such as GDP or per capita income, he 
challenged economic reductionism. 

  क   क  GDP                       क    क       कर        क र करक               

         क             

 At the same time, he reaffirmed the centrality of human freedom. 

                                            क              क    

 For Sen, development must be understood through the expansion of social opportunities 
and economic security. 

    क       र   क   क                          और             क                    

    ए  

 These processes must be shaped by the voices and agency of people themselves. 

           क                औ                         क र           ए  

 This is why he emphasised the intrinsic value of capabilities, not merely their instrumental 
benefits. 

    क र                               र   र     ,    क क      क                  र  

 In contemporary policy discourse, however, capabilities are often reduced to skill 
formation for employability. 

   क    क                                                                      

              

 Education is increasingly framed solely as a pathway to jobs. 

     क    र -  र  क                           क              क      र       

 Sen never denied the importance of employability. 

       क               क           क र       क    

 However, he cautioned against reducing education to this instrumental goal alone. 

   क                                                                      

 According to Sen, education must nurture the freedoms that allow individuals to think, 
reason and participate meaningfully in society. 

    क       र      क                                                     ,          

औ                                               

Equality of Autonomy 

                  

 To understand the complexity of human life, the capabilities approach also draws from 
related frameworks such as complexity theory. 
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                    क        क    ए Capabilities Approach Complexity Theory      

                       र            

 It recognises that social realities cannot be neatly predicted or engineered. 

             क                                                                       

      

 Amartya Sen‘s emphasis on the ―equality of autonomy‖ reflects his broader liberal 
conception of justice. 

           र  ―                 (Equality of Autonomy)‖  र            र   क     क 

                    क             

 In this context, his distinction between niti and nyaya is particularly important. 

                 (niti) और     (nyaya) क        क     र                         

 Niti refers to formal institutions and rules. 

     (niti) क      औ              औ           

 Nyaya refers to realised justice in people‘s lived experiences. 

    (nyaya) क                                                      

 This distinction reminds us that justice cannot be understood only through institutional 
design. 

      र                    क                                                         

 Justice must also be evaluated through the lived experiences of people. 

    क       क                               क     र  र     क            ए  

 Unfortunately, academia often struggles to bridge the gap between the ―book view‖ and the 
―field view.‖ 

                       र ―              (book view)‖ और ―              (field 

view)‖ क      क    र  क  क  कर            कर       

 This disconnect becomes more visible in a post-truth environment. 

                       -                  क                

 In such a situation, information is easily mistaken for knowledge. 

                                                    

 At the same time, capabilities are reduced to narrow technical skills. 

                                                                 

 Such reductionism reflects deeper moral and institutional fault lines. 

    क र क                  र        औ                क             

 When scholars fail to translate complex ideas into meaningful public discourse, academic 
debates risk becoming institutionalised rhetoric. 

                                                            फ         ,     क    क 

                       कर र           

 In such cases, professors may profess little that is genuinely new. 

                 र   र                                     

 The consequences of this failure are visible in the declining credibility of the state, the 
market, and civil society. 

          क    र       ,       औ                                क            ई      

    

 Increasingly, there is a convergence of state power and market interests. 

  र -  र          औ                              र       

 This phenomenon can be described as ―plutocratic populism.‖ 

        क  ―                  (Plutocratic Populism)‖ क       क       

 In such a context, civil society weakens. 

                                           

 The idea of development becomes narrowly tied to economic growth. 

                 क                     कर                   

 This interpretation of the capabilities approach is deeply problematic. 

Capabilities Approach क                          

 Originally, the framework was meant to place people at the centre of development. 

                   क                                         
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 It emphasised human agency rather than treating people as passive beneficiaries of 
economic growth. 

                   (human agency)  र   र            ,    क       क  क                

                       र  

 Today, however, complex social realities are often reduced to simplistic narratives. 

   क                                                                   

 Identities are homogenised, and rhetoric replaces research. 

                           और                                 

 At times, ―alternative facts‖ replace careful analysis. 

क  -क   ―          (alternative facts)‖            क        क                  

 If the capabilities approach is to remain meaningful, we must return to its fundamental 
question. 

    Capabilities Approach क      क    ए र      ,          क          र                  

 That question is: how can individuals become active agents of development rather than 
mere recipients of policy interventions? 

        :                                       , क                                  ? 

 Only by restoring emphasis on human agency can development again be understood as the 
genuine expansion of people‘s freedoms and choices. 

क                   र   र      र   कर      क   क                    औ            

             क                 क       

 

10Mar. RBI buys ₹50,000 cr. G-Secs for liquidity, 
tranche 2 on Friday 

              RBI    ₹50,000         G-Secs      , 

                    

 With the prolonged war in West Asia likely to have far-
reaching consequences on the Indian economy, the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) held Open Market Operations (OMO) buying 
₹50,000 crore Government of India securities (G-Secs) of various 
maturities. 

                        क                                      

क          क                       (RBI)              ऑ      

(OMO) क              र          ₹50,000                       

           (G-Secs)  र     

 On Friday, „on a review of the current liquidity and financial 
conditions,‟ the RBI decided to conduct OMO for buying G-Secs of 
₹1,00,000 crore in two tranches of ₹50,000 crore each on March 9 
and 13. 

        क               औ                            क      RBI 

   OMO क          ₹1,00,000         G-Secs  र     क            , 

   ₹50,000                     9 औ  13      क   कए   ए     

Monetary policy tool 

                  

 OMOs are key money market policy tools used by the RBI 
to regulate money supply by buying or selling G-Secs. 

 OMO                                     क        RBI   र  G-

Secs क   र  कर       कर             क          कर   क    ए  क        
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 The latest move is aimed at injecting liquidity. 

                           क                        

 The OMO is to offset liquidity constraints arising out of advance tax outflows and have 
sufficient funds for lending by banks. 

    OMO                                           क          कर   और              

ऋ                               कर   क    ए     

Previous operations 

              

 In December 2025 and January this year, the RBI had conducted OMO purchases of 
₹2,00,000 crore in four tranches of ₹50,000 crore each. 

        2025 और                 RBI    ₹2,00,000         OMO              कए   ,    

₹50,000                       ए     

 In May 2025, the RBI had conducted OMO purchases totalling ₹1,25,000 crore to support 
growth. 

    2025    RBI                             क    ए क   ₹1,25,000         OMO       कए 

    

 On Monday, the RBI also notified the Government of India had bought back G-Secs worth 
₹6,309 crore via switch auction conducted by it and issued bonds worth ₹6,431 crore. 

        क  RBI                 क    क                          क          ₹6,309      

   G-Secs            और ₹6,431                       

 The securities purchased by the government were a part of the bonds scheduled to 
mature in the next financial year. 

                                                                                          

    

Rupee plunges 

                

 The Indian rupee fell to a record low of 92.36 against the U.S. Dollar on Monday owing to 
fears of a prolonged war in West Asia and on account of crude oil prices surging to more 
than $110 a barrel. 

                    क                          92.36                     र   र    , 

   क  क र                                  और                      $110             

              

 With the reported intervention of the RBI, the Indian rupee, as per Clearing Corporation 
of India spot rate, closed at 92.21 a U.S. Dollar as compared with its previous close of 
91.82, down 39 paisa. 

 RBI                   क                        ऑफ                क       र        

     92.21                   र       ,    क              91.82   ,      39         

        

 “In line with broader weakness across Asian currencies, the Indian rupee has 
depreciated against the U.S. Dollar as international crude oil prices surged past $100 
per barrel, reclaiming levels not seen since 2022,” said Dilip Parmar, research analyst, 
HDFC Securities. 

 HDFC                                          क  , “                             

क                                                       ,     क                       

      $100                      ई   ,    2022                           र    ” 

 “These soaring energy costs pose a significant threat to India‘s trade deficit, GDP 
growth, and inflation, given the country‟s high reliance on oil imports. 

        क  , “                                            , GDP      औ           क    ए 

                  कर     ,     क                                ” 

 Amid heightened geopolitical uncertainty, the spot USDINR is expected to remain firm, 
with a resistance level near 93.00 and established support at 91.80, he added. 
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            क    क        -                  क          USDINR क                 क  

          ,       93.00                    और 91.80                       

 

10Mar. From 1776 to 2026: Adam Smith‘s lessons for the global economy 

 1776    2026   :                                     

 ‗Wealth of Nations‘ marks 250th anniversary on Mar. 9; debate over legacy of Smith‘s 
ideas continues; but his ideas on trade, wealth, labour resonate; free-market economics 
advocates have long claimed him as spiritual father, while some more recent readings even 
peg him as a moderate progressive. 

 ‗    ऑफ     ‘ क  9         250              ;                           र       र    ; 

   क       ,    औ      र   क      र             क   ;    -    र        क      क      

                              ,    क क              ए                           

    

 Tax the rich. Trash the tariffs. End monopolies. 

                        फ                            

 Such are the rallying calls of many of today‟s most heated economic debates. 

       क  कई                  क                



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
9

 

 They could also come straight from the pen of revered economist Adam Smith, hailed by 
some as the ―father of capitalism‖ and others as an early progressive. 

                              क               क     ,      क       ―               ‖ 

और क                             

 Smith knew nothing of Donald Trump or tech billionaires when he railed against trade 
protectionism and extreme affluence in ―The Wealth of Nations‖, the best-read 
economics book in history, which celebrates its 250th birthday on Monday. 

           ―      ऑफ     ‖                   और              क         क ,    

                               क    र     क              ;                            

                           ,    क  250                   क     ई    र       

 “It is the maxim of every prudent master of a family never to attempt to make at home what 
it will cost him more to make than to buy,” the Scot wrote in the seminal work, for example. 

                                        : “ र                    क                क    

 र  र              क  क       कर                               ” 

 “Would it be a reasonable law to prohibit the importation of all foreign wines, merely to 
encourage the making of claret and burgundy in Scotland?” he adds. 

                : “                       क                                          ए, 

         ए  क                 औ        क           ?” 

 The foundational text of classical economics was published on March 9, 1776, the same 
year as the U.S. Declaration of Independence, 13 years before the French Revolution, 
and amid the early convulsions of the Industrial Age. 

                              9      1776 क   क      ई,                         

क           ,                  13         , और औ                       -     क    र    

 Yet it‟s not hard to find parallels between the doctrines the book denounces — such as rival 
mercantilist empires seeking to minimise imports and maximise exports — and 
President Trump‘s trade tactics and ―America First‖ credo today. 

   र       क   र                  —                                           औ  

             क  क     कर      — और    क                            ―        फ  ‖      

क                                  

Free markets, free trade 

          ,           

 And while Smith is most often cited for his free markets and free trade zeal, when it comes 
to distribution of wealth, he could almost be channeling Bernie Sanders or Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez, leftist U.S. lawmakers. 

       क     क    र           औ            क        क    ए         क          ,    क  

            क             क      र क  -क                                  -           

                               -               

 “It is not very unreasonable that the rich should contribute to the public expense, not only 
in proportion to their revenue, but something more than that proportion,” Smith writes in 
the 1,000-page-plus tome. 

        1000                                    : “                   क                   

                , क                                ,                   ” 

 “No society can surely be flourishing and happy, of which the far greater part of the 
members are poor and miserable,” he says in one of his best-known quotes. 

         एक             क      : “क ई              औ                क  ,       क  

                 औ           ” 

Debates rage 

          

 Many scholars of the book — full name ―An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the 
Wealth of Nations‖ — say it remains uncannily relevant to the economic issues of our 
time, though debates continue about what Smith was actually saying. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e4
0

 

 कई      ,       क ―                                 ऑफ       ऑफ     ‖ क       

कर     , क        क       क              क    ए                           ई   ,       क     

क       क     र    र              

 Advocates of free-market economics have long claimed him as their spiritual father, while 
some more recent readings even peg him as a moderate progressive, something akin to a 
left-leaning modern-day European social democrat. 

                  क      क                                         ,    क क    ई 

    ए                 ,                                                          

    रक                

 “You can find a ‗Smith‘ to support anything you want to say,” King‘s College London 
research associate Leo Steeds said of the Scottish Enlightenment thinker. 

                 क                                                     क    र     क  : 

“         क       क  क           एक ‗   ‘       क      ” 

 Smith also accepted that there were certain circumstances when tariffs were called for, 
either because the terms of trade were unfair or for reasons of security. 

                क र  क    क क                     फ          क     ,                  

                                   

 These are arguments increasingly heard in the United States, Europe and other trading 
blocs. 

     क    क           ,       औ                          क     ई          

 “Smith did understand those arguments,” said Eamonn Butler, director of the Adam Smith 
Institute in London. 

                         क       क              क  , “                       ” 

 “But he thought these things (tariffs) really should be as temporary as possible. 

 “   क    क            क         (    फ)                        ए  

 He thought the more trade you have, the better everybody is.” 

   क      र     क                      ,                             ” 

Sleight of invisible hand 

 ‗       ‘        

 One of the most famous metaphors from ―The Wealth of Nations‖ is that of the ―invisible 
hand‖, interpreted as how free markets channel self-interest to the best outcome for all. 

 ―      ऑफ     ‖ क                ―       ‖   ,                             क     

                                          क   र             

 “It is not from the benevolence of the butcher, the brewer, or the baker, that we expect our 
dinner, but from their regard to their own interest,” Smith writes. 

             : “   र           ,                                                   ,     

  क                        ” 

 But other students of the work note the invisible hand metaphor was used just once in 
the book. 

    क             क  क        क         क    क    क                              

 It must be taken alongside his wider arguments, rather than being used to justify ―laissez-
faire‖ policies. 

       क           क                ए,    क                (laissez-faire)         क      

  र    क    ए  

 “This book ... is actually a critique of the way in which special interests, monopolists, 
powerful people and lobbies capture the State,” said Pratap Bhanu Mehta, a leading 
Indian academic and public intellectual. 

                   औ                                       क  : “      क            

     क                                ,             ,             औ              

               ” 

 “He says: You fix that, then free markets come.” 

        क  : “                       ,  फ                          ” 
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 U.S. economist Joseph Stiglitz, Nobel Prize laureate and professor at Columbia 
University, agreed. 

                     फ        ,                     और                    क  

     र,                  

 “It was much more of an enlightened self-interest looking at society more broadly,” he 
said. 

        क  , “             क      र   ,                                 ” 

 “Modern economics is based on infinitely selfish people. 

 “     क          र                   क    र    र     र      

 And clearly, Adam Smith didn‘t believe that.” 

 और        क                           ” 

 Indeed, Smith, who taught moral philosophy at the University of Glasgow, was explicit 
about his views on selfishness at the expense of others. 

            ,                                          ,    र   क    क     र     र       

क                 र   क              कर       

 “All for ourselves, and nothing for other people, seems, in every age of the world, to have 
been the vile maxim of the masters of mankind,” he writes. 

            : “  फ                  औ                         —     र                     

                       र      ” 

 Events to mark the 250th anniversary of ―The Wealth of Nations‖ are taking place 
throughout the year in Glasgow, Edinburgh, London, and Smith‘s birthplace Kirkcaldy on 
the Scottish coast. 

 ―      ऑफ     ‖    250            क     र  र   र           ,        ,      और 

                            (            )    क              कए    र       
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10Mar. India‘s next export frontier: why the country should start shipping 
trains to various countries 

                        :                                                      

      

 India today manufactures almost every type of railway rolling stock — locomotives, 
coaches, wagons, metro cars and modern trainsets in large numbers and at competitive 
cost. 

               र  क र क                   —          ,    ,     ,           औ  

                           और              र           

 Over decades, the railway manufacturing ecosystem has matured through dedicated 
Production Units of Indian Railways, PSUs and a large vendor base. 

   क                                                               ,                 औ  

                क            र          

 Yet, despite this capacity and experience, India remains largely absent from the global 
market for railway vehicles. 
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   र            औ        क           र                                 क        क 

            

 This paradox deserves attention. 

                               

 At a time when the country is aiming to expand its manufacturing exports and position itself 
as a reliable industrial partner for developing economies, Railway Rolling stocks 
present a major untapped opportunity. 

                            और                                   औ              

     क     र  र     ,                     एक                     कर       

 Across Asia, Africa and Latin America, countries are rapidly expanding rail networks to 
address urbanisation, energy security and congestion. 

      ,       औ                              ,            औ                   क    ए 

                            कर र       

 Many of these nations face the same constraints India faced in earlier decades — limited 
capital, difficult climatic conditions, heavy passenger loads and mixed-traffic 
operations. 

         कई       क                                र                —            ,             

          ,               औ                        

 They require reliable and economical solutions rather than the most technologically 
extravagant ones. 

             क                                           औ    फ            

    ए  

 This is precisely the segment where India‘s experience is most relevant. 

                                                        

 Historically, the global railway supply industry has been dominated by a small group of 
large multinational corporations. 

        क                               क                         क          र       

 Their products are technologically sophisticated but often expensive and maintenance-
intensive. 

   क                                   क    र       औ        -              

 For high-income markets this model works well, but for developing and middle-income 
countries the lifecycle cost rather than the purchase price becomes the decisive factor. 

                                   क   कर     ,    क           औ                    

क    ए          क                         क क रक             

 A train that is cheaper to operate and easier to maintain over 30 years can be more 
valuable than a more advanced train requiring complex support systems. 

 एक         30                     औ                  ,                      क        

    क                            क     क       

 India‟s railway equipment has evolved under demanding operating conditions — high 
utilisation, temperature extremes, dust, overloading and diverse track quality. 

   र  क                                      —         ,             ,    , 

         औ                    क        क     ए     

 Designs have therefore prioritised robustness, maintainability and operating economy. 

     ए                 ,                 औ                    क       क       ई 

    

 These characteristics match the needs of emerging railway networks worldwide. 

           ए                                क     क                     

 In other words, India‟s rolling stock is naturally suited to the ―Global South‖ market 
segment. 

    र            र  क                   क       ―         ‖       क    ए           

 However, exporting trains is fundamentally different from manufacturing them for 
domestic use. 

       क                                                                    

 International railway procurement depends not only on engineering capability but also on 
certification, lifecycle support and institutional confidence. 
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    रर      र      र   क                      र                  ,              औ  

              र        र कर       

 Countries buying trains are effectively entering a 25–35 year relationship with the supplier. 

       र                      25–35                      कर       

 The purchase becomes not just a commercial transaction but an infrastructure 
partnership. 

     र   क               -                                           

Global tech standards 

                   

 The first requirement is alignment with globally recognised technical standards. 

         क                                       क                 

 International tenders require compliance with European or international railway safety 
norms covering structural strength, fire safety and crashworthiness. 

    रर            ए                                           क                ,                

      ,           औ                           

 Indian manufacturers already possess strong engineering competence, but certification to 
global standards must become routine. 

   र                                              र      ,    क                         

                      ए  

 Establishing dedicated certification cells in quality departments would remove a major 
barrier to entry. 

                                              कर           क  एक            र     क       

 The second requirement is appealing aesthetic, ergonomic and user interface design. 

    र     क               ,          औ                फ       

 All touch points of user experience should be robust, durable and comfortable for 
passengers. 

                                         ,   क ऊ और         क    ए  र     क          ए  

 For this, there is a need to establish exclusive Industrial Design Units in design 
departments. 

   क    ए                         औ                           कर   क     क       

 The third requirement is life cycle responsibility. 

    र     क                       

 Successful exporters guarantee performance for decades through maintenance, training, 
spare parts, diagnostics and reliability monitoring. 

           क       ,      ,            ,          औ                    क       

                                     

 Indian manufacturers must move from a manufacturing mindset to a service mindset. 

   र              क                                   क   र            

 Another element is coordinated institutional participation. 

 एक                                 

 In international infrastructure contracts, financing arrangements, government cooperation 
and project management often determine outcomes. 

    रर          र                  र             ,              औ                 

  र       कर       

 India already has experience in development partnerships and lines of credit to partner 
nations. 

   र  क                         औ                                   क            

 Combining manufacturing capability, consultancy and financing support makes the 
offering more attractive. 

            ,        औ              क                   क  क  क          

 Equally important is building an export-oriented supply chain. 

                          -                   क          
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 Railway vehicles consist of specialised systems — braking, control electronics, doors, 
passenger information and air-conditioning. 

 र                              —       ,                 ,       ,            औ     -

                         

 Export success depends on an integrated industrial network rather than a single factory. 

        क               औ              र     र कर     ,    क क    एक क र      र  

Strategic dimension 

              

 Railway exports can become an instrument of economic diplomacy. 

 र                          क           क       

 Many developing countries prefer partners who offer technology sharing and training. 

 कई   क                    र                               औ            

 India‟s experience in operating and maintaining large public transport networks makes it 
well suited for this role. 

                                      औ              र  क                   क  क    ए 

                

 The global market is shifting toward suppliers who provide complete mobility solutions. 

     क     र              क      क   र    र                                   कर       

 By embracing this approach, India can become a dependable long-term partner for railway 
development. 

       क   क      कर   र                                                   क       

 The opportunity is timely as many countries are expanding railways for sustainable 
transport and climate commitments. 

       र       क          क कई                औ                   क    ए           

कर र       

 Entering this market now would allow India to build global presence while demand is 
expanding. 

            र         कर        र  क                                        क     र         

 For India‟s manufacturing ambitions, railway exports stimulate industry, standardisation, 
quality and global credibility. 

   र  क                     क    ए र                ,         ,        औ        

          क              

 The path forward is clear: India must move from building trains for itself to building trains 
for partners. 

     क  र         :   र  क                                    कर                           

      क                     

 If approached systematically, Railway Rolling stock could become one of India‟s signature 
engineering exports. 

                           ए                       र  क                                  एक 

    क       

 The capability already exists; what remains is the decision to treat trains as a global 
opportunity. 

                      ;       क                                                   क   
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10Mar We now know why some people had severe blood clots after COVID shots 
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10Mar. We now know why some people had severe blood clots after COVID 
shots 

                               COVID                                      

 For years, the mechanism behind VITT cast a shadow over adenoviral vector vaccines — 
a technology that has otherwise been central to global immunisation efforts; a study has 
provided explanation by identifying a particular protein to be the trigger and defining 
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antibody features involved. 

कई      क VITT क       क           adenoviral vector vaccines  र       क             र   

—    क     क  क     क immunisation efforts                 र     ; एक study         

            protein क  trigger क              कर और         antibody features क    र      

कर   क     कर        क    

 In early 2021, as COVID-19 vaccines were being rolled out across the world, reports began 
to surface of a rare but alarming complication. 

2021 क          ,         -19        र               ए    र     ,    एक          क         क 

       क   र                    

 Some people who received the shots were developing unusual blood clots. 

क           ,        क     ए  ए   ,                            

 The cases were first identified in Europe and later in the U.S. 

                                    ए और                                    ए  

 Notably, they were reported mainly among recipients of the AstraZeneca and Johnson & 
Johnson vaccines. 

           ,                           और                 क    क                       ए  ए  

 The common link between those two vaccines was their design. 

           क   क            क     क             

 Unlike the Pfizer and Moderna shots, which used mRNA, both the AstraZeneca and 
Johnson & Johnson vaccines used a modified virus to deliver DNA into the body‟s cells. 

फ     और        क    क         ,            क        कर     ,            और       

          क    क   र र क  क   क                     क    ए               क        कर   

    

 In roughly 3 to 10 cases per million vaccinated individuals, depending on age and sex, 
recipients developed unusual blood clots accompanied by low platelet counts, a condition 
that came to be known as vaccine-induced immune thrombocytopenia and thrombosis 
(VITT). 

                                  3    10          ,     औ       क     र  र,          

                 और                         ई,          -             

                औ          (VITT) क             

 Very soon, research groups started reporting that the affected patients were producing 
antibodies against a human protein called platelet factor 4 (PF4). 

      ,                र     कर        क    क         र          फ   -4 (PF4)    क      

      क                  र       

 PF4 plays an important role in regulating the formation of blood clots. 

   फ4            क         क          कर                  क             

 In these patients, antibodies were binding to PF4 and forming a complex that activated 
platelets, driving both clot formation and the low platelet counts. 

    र              ,    फ4       कर एक           र     ,                              और 

                    क     -                                  

 However, the puzzling thing was PF4 is a human protein. 

      क,                      क    फ4                   

 The immune system is not supposed to make antibodies against self-proteins. 

                                                              

 In extremely rare cases, autoimmune reactions do occur due to genetic susceptibilities, 
but here, the vaccines were designed to generate immunity against the coronavirus spike 
protein, not against PF4. 

                                            क  क र   -                     क     ,    क  

       क   क                             क          र       कर   क    ए             ,   

 क    फ4 क        

 How could this be happening? 

   क        क     ? 

Delivering the recipe 
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 At its core, a vaccine is essentially a decoy. 

         , एक              एक                                

 It presents the immune system with something that looks like the enemy, so the system 
learns to recognise and defeat the real thing later. 

              क                                             ,    क                 क   र  क  

        और                क   

 The goal of the COVID-19 vaccines was to teach the immune system to recognise the 
coronavirus‘ spike protein. 

     -19       क                  क                             क                     

 The vaccines do not contain the coronavirus itself. 

     क                                        

 Instead, they deliver instructions that prompt our bodies‟ own cells to briefly produce a 
harmless piece of the virus. 

  क      ,                                       र   र र क           क           क    ए 

      क  एक     र               क    ए    र  कर       

 The immune system sees this protein, mounts a response, and forms memory cells that 
stand ready for future encounters. 

                    क       कर एक             कर      और                           

                    र   र                    

 Cells store DNA inside a structure called the nucleus. 

क   क ए        क           क   र    क     र        कर       

 When a protein needs to be made, the cell first creates a temporary working copy called 
messenger RNA (mRNA). 

    क         क                    ,    क   क       एक       क                          

             (mRNA) क            

 The mRNA then exits into the main body of the cell, where special molecular machines called 
ribosomes make the protein from the mRNA. 

  क      mRNA क   क  क                र   क      ,                  क           क 

      mRNA                    

 The mRNA is short-lived and quickly degraded. 

mRNA क      क                और                       

 Vaccines using mRNA such as Pfizer and Moderna took advantage of this system by 
delivering mRNA directly, packaged inside lipid (fat) particles. 

mRNA क        कर          क       फ     और                    क             ए mRNA क  

           (   )      क     र   क करक           

 The mRNA never needed to enter the nucleus: it was immediately read in the cell body to 
produce the spike protein. 

mRNA क                कर   क     क               :       र   क   क  क               कर 

                          

 Delivering DNA is more complicated. 

      क             क               

 DNA must enter the nucleus for the cell to make mRNA, which means crossing an additional 
protective barrier. 

क   क  क  mRNA       क    ए       क                कर      क        ,    क         

एक     र    र   क   र   क    र कर    

 Injecting naked DNA is inefficient. 

           क                               

Unique antibodies 

             

 Viruses, on the other hand, are experts at delivering DNA into cells. 

   र   र,       क   क                                        

 AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson used a harmless, genetically modified adenovirus 
as a courier to efficiently carry the coronavirus spike-encoding DNA into the nucleus, from 
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where the cell‟s own machinery took over. 

           और                    एक     र   ,        क                          क  

         क क         क  ,                                                           

              क            ,         क   क  क           र         क                  

 Once the cell made the spike protein, it was displayed to the immune system, which began 
to respond. 

   क   क                        ,                   क              क      ,               

         कर       

 Among the first responders were B cells, the antibody-producing cells of the body. 

                                               ,     र र क                                      

 Each B cell carries on its surface a unique receptor, generated by a remarkable process of 
genetic reshuffling. 

   क           क       र एक                   ,                      क  एक         

                  

 During B-cell development, segments of DNA are randomly cut and pasted together in 
different combinations, creating millions of possible antibody designs. 

                   क    र         क        क       क       क  कर                        

       ,                                              

 This process ensures enormous diversity even before an infection occurs. 

                                   क                 कर       

 When a B cell receptor recognises the spike protein, it is activated and begins to multiply. 

                                क            ,                       और               

 As it divides, its antibody genes undergo further fine-tuning through small mutations. 

                     ,      क                             क          और    क   र         

    

 Variants that bind the target more tightly are preferentially selected in a kind of microscopic 
evolutionary competition. 

               क                   ,          र क                            क           

         

 Over days to weeks, this iterative cycle produces antibodies of increasing strength and 
specificity. 

                       क    र  ,       र           क     और                         

कर       

 In theory, because this system relies on random recombination and mutation, every 
person‟s antibodies are somewhat unique, even when facing the same virus. 

            ,     क                           औ            र     र    ,     ए एक    

      क        कर    र     र     क         क       क                

Same single mutation 

                    

 This is generally true for most antibodies. 

              क              क    ए              

 However, a new exception to this rule has been at the core of identifying the cause behind the 
anti-PF4 antibodies from patients with VITT. 

      क,         क  एक           VITT           र          ए  ए anti-PF4           क  क र  

क        क  क      र       

 In a paper in the New England Journal of Medicine, investigators reported that antibodies 
isolated from patients from different countries — with no known connection to one another — 
were remarkably similar at the molecular level. 

              ऑफ             क     एक             क                क    -          क  

 र               र   —    क         क ई                   —           र       क    

            

 These antibodies weren‟t just targeting the same protein: they were built using the same 
antibody gene segments and carried highly similar structural features. 
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      र   क    एक          क              र     :                                    और      

    क                              

 Even more intriguing: nearly all the affected patients shared one of two versions of an 
antibody gene, designated IGLV3-21*02 or *03. 

और    र  क            क                  र                   क        र          एक      

   ,      IGLV3-21*02    *03 क            

 Additionally, in the process of fine-tuning, all the patients had generated the same single 
mutation, which led to a small change in the protein. 

  क      र ,              क    र        र                                     ,       

         एक        र         

 This change, when coupled with the variations in two versions of the antibody genes, altered 
the electrical charge on that part of the antibody that binds to its target. 

     र    ,                 क        र                       क          ,       र   क         

क               क                                      

 When researchers recreated these antibodies in the lab, they showed that this small 
alteration made a big difference. 

      क                                  क               क  ,                 क           र     

       र     कर       

 With the change, the antibodies stuck strongly to PF4 and activated platelets. 

     र     क         र   PF4                   क  ए और          क       कर       

 When the change was reversed, the antibodies bound weakly and were far less likely to 
trigger clotting. 

        र     क              ,       र      क        क   र        और          क          

    क      ई  

 The researchers then turned to the next question: why this reaction occurred only with 
vaccines that used an adenovirus as the delivery vehicle. 

  क         क                        क            क         क              ई       

           क     क क               क           

 The answer to that lay inside the virus itself. 

  क    र           क     र                

Cast a shadow 

           

 A protein within the adenovirus, called protein VII, contains a short stretch that closely 
resembles part of PF4. 

ए       र  क     र       एक      ,            VII क          ,    एक                     PF4 

क  एक         क         -          

 To the immune system, the entire adenovirus particle used for delivery was foreign and 
antibodies were naturally generated against its components. 

           क    ए,    र  क    ए        क         र  ए       र  क     र     और   क    क   क  

           क                   ए  

 This is a known effect of these vaccines, and in almost all cases it is harmless. 

        क   क  एक             और                                         

 In mounting this response, the immune system first produced antibodies against protein VII. 

           क    र      र                          VII क          र      ए  

 But as these antibodies were being refined, that critical change, in those individuals carrying 
one of the two specific antibody gene variants, altered their binding properties. 

   क           र      क  और   र     क      र     ,                 —                

                        एक          —              र       क             क               

 As a result, the antibodies were mistaking PF4 for the viral protein and were reacting against 
the body‟s own proteins instead. 

  र      ,    र   PF4 क     र                  और  र र क               क               

कर        
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 For years, the mechanism behind VITT cast a shadow over adenoviral vector vaccines — a 
technology that has otherwise been central to global immunisation efforts. 

कई      क VITT क       क                             र       क             र   —    क    

 क  क     क                                र       

 The new study has provided a clear molecular explanation by identifying protein VII to be 
the trigger and defining the precise antibody features involved. 

 ए               VII क      र क             कर और                        क     करक  

एक                    क      

 In so doing, the study‟s authors — from Australia, Canada, Germany, and the Netherlands 
— have paved the way for future vaccines to be engineered even more carefully, further 
strengthening the safety of adenoviral vectors. 

    क र,         क     क — ऑ       ,      ,       औ             —      क    क   क  

और    क              क    कर   क           कर   क    ,                                  

और             

 

10Mar. UV camera snaps 
treetops glowing amid 
thunderstorm 

                            

                          UV 

      

 Thunderstorms create large 
amounts of electricity that we see as 
lightning. 

                                  कर   

                        क              

    

 Under these storms, scientists 
believed that electricity would flow 
through trees, giving them a dull 
ultraviolet glow, and affect the 
surrounding environment. 

           क    र         क   क            क 

            क                         

                                     

   और       क       र   र               

 These discharges are called 
coronae. 

                  क          क            

 However, no one measured 
these ‗glows‘, predicted nearly a century 
ago, until recently. 

      क                           क  

 ई          क       क  क                

    

 In a new study published in 
Geophysical Research Letters, 
researchers from Pennsylvania State 
University reported using a new mobile 
instrument called the Corona Observing 
Telescope System (COTS) to provide 
the first direct observations of coronae in 
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the wild, thus opening a new door to study how forests and thunderstorms interact. 

Geophysical Research Letters     क     एक  ए                                    क  

   क         Corona Observing Telescope System (COTS)    क एक  ए          कर  क  

      कर    ए   क   क      र             क               क   क  ,                क  

  ए                क    और   फ   क     र र      कर       

 COTS had a special camera that was sensitive only to a narrow range of ultraviolet light. 

COTS    एक                   क    एक            क                 क                    

 Because the earth‟s ozone layer blocks this specific wavelength of sunlight, the camera 
could detect the ultraviolet radiation from electrical discharges without being blinded by 
daytime light or reflected sun. 

    क      क                क                    क  र क        ,     ए    क  र      क   क   

    र            क                  ए                          क                         क      

     क       

 The team mounted COTS in a research vehicle, allowing them to track storm clouds and 
observe the tops of tall trees from a distance. 

       COTS क  एक                       ,            फ           क       कर  क      और   र 

   ऊ          क          क      क  कर  क       

 The researchers also used an electric field mill to measure the intensity of the storm‟s 
electrification and a weather station to record conditions like rainfall and humidity. 

   क               क              क              क    ए         फ       और          

             र        क      कर   क    ए           क            क    

 This way, the team reported that during a thunderstorm in North Carolina in the U.S., it 
observed coronae on a sweetgum tree and a loblolly pine. 

    क र               क                   क                     ए एक   फ   क    र          

एक           और एक              र               

 Their findings provide the first direct evidence and quantification of coronae in the wild. 

  क          क   क   र                   क                और      क           कर       

 The team also wrote that the ultraviolet glow is not fixed to one spot but hops sporadically 
from leaf to leaf and branch to branch. 

                   क              एक         र   र      र                             

    और               क क     र        

 In some instances, the glow followed a branch even as it swayed in the wind. 

क                  क               ई      क     -         र    

 These discharges typically lasted between a fraction of a second and a few seconds. 

                                       कर            क     र        

 By comparing the field observations with laboratory experiments on smaller trees, the 
team established a direct link between the brightness of the ultraviolet light and the 
amount of electrical current flowing through the tree. 

            र  कए  ए                 क                      क        करक                  

            और     क                                        क                        क    

 The team also found that a typical corona discharge emits approximately one hundred 
billion photons, a level of light corresponding to an electrical current of about one 
microampere flowing through an individual tree branch. 

                   क एक                                    फ            कर     ,    

 क   एक     क             र                           क               क   र  र          

 While 1 µA is a small amount of electricity — 10,000-times lower than the current in an LED 
— the researchers noted that these discharges occurred across entire forest canopies as 
the storm passed overhead, summing up to a sizable current. 

      क 1                क       क           —                      र          10,000 

           —   र       क               क             र                                 ऊ र    

   र     ,       क       कर एक       र              

 They also expanded their observations to include four other storms ranging from Florida to 
Pennsylvania, suggesting these ―swaths of scintillating corona glow‖ are a common and 
widespread phenomenon during peak thunderstorm activity. 

                क    क      र                        क  ए          फ      क  क  , 
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        क         क ―                            ‖       फ            क    र   एक       

और    क          

 The findings, the researchers wrote, inform our understanding of the atmosphere. 

   क               क                   क     र      क      र           

 They pointed out that the coronae produced large amounts of the hydroxyl radical (OH–), 
which acted like a detergent for the air by removing hydrocarbons and altering the forest‟s 
air quality. 

              क                                      (OH–)     कर     ,                क  

   कर और    क              क     कर     क    ए        क   र  क    कर       

 The voltage surges associated with these glows can also cause small but permanent 
damage to trees by burning the fine tips of leaves. 

     क                             क         र   क      कर                             क   

    

 

10Mar. QUIZ : Venera 9 Mission (1975) 

Answer: Venera 9 

  Venera 9 was a Soviet Union space mission 
launched on June 8, 1975 as part of the Venera 
programme to study the planet Venus. It became the first 
spacecraft in history to transmit photographs from the 
surface of another planet.  

 The lander successfully touched down on October 
22, 1975, sending back black-and-white images of Venus‟s 
rocky terrain. 

  Despite Venus‟s extreme conditions—
temperatures around 465°C and atmospheric pressure 
about 90 times that of Earth—the probe transmitted data 
for about 53 minutes, providing valuable information about 

Venus‟s surface and atmosphere. 

Magellan Mission to Venus 

Answer: Magellan 

  Magellan was a NASA space mission launched on May 4, 1989 to study the planet 
Venus.  

 The spacecraft used Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) to penetrate Venus‟s thick sulphuric-
acid cloud cover, which prevents visible-light observation. 

  Using radar mapping, Magellan produced the first high-resolution global map of Venus, 
covering about 98% of the planet‘s surface. 

  The mission revealed volcanic plains, impact craters, and tectonic features. According to 
planetary science studies, Magellan‟s data significantly improved scientific understanding of 
Venusian geology and surface evolution. 

Vega Missions to Venus 

Answer: Vega 

  Vega 1 and Vega 2 were twin Soviet space missions launched in December 1984 to study 
Venus and later observe Halley‘s Comet. 
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  During their Venus encounter in June 1985, the probes released helium-filled balloons into 
Venus‟s atmosphere at about 54 km altitude. 

  These balloons floated for nearly 46 hours, transmitting data on temperature, pressure, 
wind speed, and atmospheric composition, helping scientists better understand the 
dynamic circulation and meteorology of Venus‘s atmosphere. 

Super-Rotation of Venus‘s Atmosphere 

Answer: Super-rotation 

  Super-rotation refers to the phenomenon in which the atmosphere of Venus rotates much 
faster than the planet itself.  

 The European Space Agency‘s Venus Express mission, launched in 2005 and operational 
around 2006, provided detailed observations confirming this behaviour. 

  Venus takes about 243 Earth days to rotate once, yet its upper atmosphere circles the 
planet in roughly 4 Earth days.  

 Using instruments such as VIRTIS, scientists studied wind patterns and cloud motion, 
improving understanding of planetary atmospheric dynamics and climate processes. 

Aerobraking Technique in Venus Missions 

Answer: Aerobraking 

  Aerobraking is a spacecraft maneuver used to reduce orbital speed by using 
atmospheric drag instead of large amounts of fuel. 

  Missions such as NASA‘s Magellan and the European Space Agency‘s Venus Express 
used aerobraking while orbiting Venus. 

  By repeatedly passing through the upper atmosphere, friction slowed the spacecraft and 
gradually adjusted its orbit. 

  This technique conserves propellant and allows more payload for scientific instruments. 
  Similar orbital manoeuvres have also been demonstrated in missions like Japan‘s Akatsuki 

Venus probe, which studies Venus‟s atmosphere and climate dynamics. 
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10Mar. 192 bird species recorded in Silent Valley 

                192                  

 192 bird species recorded in Silent Valley. 

 192                                 क   ई   

 A comprehensive bird survey conducted in the Silent Valley National Park in Kerala 
documented 192 bird species, highlighting the remarkable avian diversity of the region. 

      क                              कए  ए एक    क              192                  क  

 ई ,        क                      क             

 The survey, held from March 6 to 8, covered both the core and buffer zones of the national 
park. 

          6    8      क       क      ,                   क      और  फ              क        

 क        

 During the survey, participants recorded rare migratory species such as the Asian house 
martin and the Western house martin. 

       क    र                                                             और            

           क    

 Around 85 birdwatchers from Kerala and Tamil Nadu took part in the exercise. 

                 और                  85                          

 Assistant Wildlife Warden V.S. Vishnu, who coordinated the initiative, said this was the 
first time such an extensive survey had been carried out across the entire national park. 

        क       कर                            .  .         क    क                   

  र                                   क           

 The survey was jointly organised by the Kerala Forest Department and the Malabar Natural 
History Society (MNHS). 

                        और                              (MNHS)   र              

        क        
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 The team documented 20 bird species endemic to the Western Ghats, including the Nilgiri 
laughingthrush, Black-and-orange flycatcher, White-bellied treepie, Nilgiri pipit, White-
bellied blue flycatcher and Nilgiri sholakili. 

                     20                        क  ,                  फ    ,    -   -

ऑ           ,     -            ,              ,     -                 और         

                   

 Researchers also recorded evidence of breeding in around 11 species, including the Sri 
Lanka frogmouth (Mackachikada), Indian nightjar (Rachukk), Bronzed drongo 
(Lalithakaka), Malabar trogon (Theekaka), Crimson-backed sunbird (Cheruthenkili), 
Purple-rumped sunbird (Manjathenkili), and Malabar imperial pigeon (Pokana). 

    क              11                  क               कए,                      

(         ),                (    ),             (        ),               (      ), 

     -           (         ),     -           (          ) और                      

(      )           

 Although bird surveys had previously been conducted in different parts of the park, this was 
the first survey to cover all 21 forest camps, including high-altitude locations such as 
Poochipara, Koomban, Sispara, Meenbhani and Walakkad. 

       क                        क                  कए  ए   ,    क                         

    21            क         क      ,                                      ,     , 

       ,         और                 

 Among the camps, Anavaayi recorded the highest number of species (95), followed by 
Thathengalam (94), Uppukandam (93) and Keeripara (92). 

                                  क          (95)     क   ई ,   क             (94),         

(93) और          (92) र    

 The survey also noted a healthy diversity of birds of prey, including nocturnal raptors 
such as owls and nightjars. 

                                                     ई  ई,                            और 

                  

 

10Mar. India‘s cheetah population hits 53 with 
new litter at Kuno. 

                                                  

    53          

 India‘s cheetah population has crossed 50 since 
the launch of the Centre‘s reintroduction programme for 
the species, after a Namibian cheetah gave birth to five 
cubs at Madhya Pradesh‘s Kuno National Park, taking the 
total tally to 53. 

                                क    ए                 

       क        क      50       क     ई   ,              

                                                   क     

    ,                53     ई  

 Union Minister for Environment, Forests, and 
Climate Change Bhupender Yadav shared the news on X, 
saying the cubs were born to Jwala, a third-time mother 
now, who had been translocated from Namibia in 
September 2022 at the launch of Project Cheetah. 

              ,    औ                                       

   क र  X  र      क  और क    क       क         क         

      ,                            और             2022    

           क        क                             क   
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 “With this birth, the number of Indian-born thriving cubs has risen to 33, marking the 10th 
successful cheetah litter on Indian soil — another important milestone in India‘s cheetah 
conservation journey,” he said. 

 “      क                               क       33     ई   ,                           

10    फ          क            —                               एक और                

      ,”        क    
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10Mar. The lesson is national security cannot be outsourced 

                                                       

War escalation in West Asia and attacks on U.S. assets in the Gulf 

                           औ                                      

 It is the second week of war since strikes by the United States and Israel on Iran began on 
February 28 citing ‗existential‘ and ‗imminent‘ threats. 

28 फ     क          और          र        र ‗      ‘ और ‗         ‘ क             

 ए  कए  ए       क                               

 A joint offensive by two of the world‟s most lethal and technologically advanced militaries 
was expected to crush Iran quickly. 
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       क            और                                    र                         क 

     क       र     कर        ए    

 But Iran has struck back hard, hitting targets once thought safe or ‗untouchable‘. 

   क          क              ए          र       क               र       ‗    ‘               

 Why has Iran targeted them? 

                क                  ? 

 How does it change the nature of war? 

                क  क            ? 

 These targets are the various American military bases and assets spread over the Gulf 
region in Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Qatar, Bahrain, Jordan, Iraq, 
Syria and Oman. 

              ,                 ,    ,      ,      ,     ,        और              

                            औ             

 These attacks, combined with strikes on critical energy infrastructure, such as oil depots, 
oil fields, gas fields, and perhaps most crucially, the closure of the Strait of Hormuz have 
thrown the entire region into panic. 

         क                                          ,        ,         और                    

                         र      क                         

 Tough questions are being asked about the security guarantees that America has been 
promising the region for decades. 

  क                र      क    ए    र                  र    क          ए    र       

 There is a sense of disbelief and helplessness in the region witnessing the bubble of 
externally sponsored security burst quickly. 

                        क      क       क     कर        और        क            

 Many are questioning the logic of it all while others are already looking for alternate security 
options for the future. 

कई       क             र          र         क             क    ए              

          र       

The Gulf security arrangement 

                

 As the war continues, there are reports that the missile interceptors in the Gulf countries 
have run out. 

    -           र    ,  र         क                                                क      

 The U.S. is unable to replenish them, prioritising the limited availability of these defensive 
systems for Israel. 

                      कर                और                       क         क    ए 

     क      र       

 Why are the Gulf countries so helpless in defending themselves? 

              र   कर                       ? 

 The answer lies in a security arrangement worked out through America almost 45 years 
ago. 

  क    र      45                  क              एक                           

 After the Iranian Revolution in 1979-80, the region‟s monarchies felt threatened. 

1979-80 क              क          क             क    र           कर        

 The U.S. promised to defend Gulf stability against external threats. 

                       क                         क  र   कर   क        क    

 In his 1980 State of the Union Address, U.S. President Jimmy Carter assured the region 
in reaction to the 1979 Iranian revolution. 

1980        ऑफ                                                1979                क  

             क              

 He warned that any outside attempt to control the Persian Gulf would be regarded as an 
assault on the vital interests of the U.S. 
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                   क फ             र        क  क ई       र                                

               ए    

 Such an assault would be repelled by any means necessary, including military force. 

         क                   ,       क  क        क             र क    ए    

 There were several more initiatives later. 

  क      कई                   ई   

 At the U.S.-Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Summit in Riyadh in May 2017, a proposed 
regional alliance in the form of an ‗Arab NATO‘ or the Middle East Strategic Alliance 
(MESA) was mooted. 

   2017                           –               (GCC)               ‗        ‘ 

                            (MESA) क        एक              क       र        

 This alliance included the GCC nations, Egypt, and Jordan. 

             GCC    ,     और                 

 It failed to take off due to the diplomatic blockade on Qatar in June 2017. 

   क      2017                            क  क र                        क   

 After the Israeli missile strike on Doha, Qatar targeting the Hamas leadership in 
September 2025, the U.S. assured iron-clad security guarantees to Qatar. 

       2025                 र                     क                     क              

            क              

 These guarantees were akin to Article 5 of the NATO Charter. 

                              5 क          ए  ए  

 However, all past U.S. efforts and assurances have come to nothing. 

      क                     औ                      ए     

 The U.S. has failed to protect the Gulf countries. 

                   क  र   कर           र       

 The ongoing conflict demonstrates that its security guarantees are illusory, ineffective 
and unreliable. 

   र                    क   क                  ,        और              

 The Gulf states can no longer count on American assurances for their future safety. 

                      क        क    ए                  र  र         कर  क    

What India can learn 

                    

 There are crucial lessons. 

        कई                       

 For decades, India has been one of the top importers of arms. 

  क    क                                     एक र       

 The turning point came with the Kargil War in 1999, which exposed both critical shortages 
and vulnerabilities arising from import dependencies. 

1999               एक                     ,                                        

और           क      र  क    

 One of the key recommendations of the Kargil Review Committee was achieving self-
reliance in military equipment. 

                   क            र          एक                                कर       

 However, it was only after 2014 that ‗Atma Nirbharta‘ or self-reliance actually took shape. 

      क 2014 क         ‗         ‘          क र           

 Over the past decade, the import percentages have gone down and indigenous 
production has taken off. 

                        क        और                     

 Private players have been encouraged and even incentivised. 

           क           क          और                            

 In FY 2024-25, Indian defence exports touched a record ₹23,622 crore (approximately 
$2.78 billion). 
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        2024-25                       रक    ₹23,622      (     2.78         )  क      

     

 During the same period, import percentages came down to 25%-30%. 

                         कर 25%–30% र       

 Major weapon platforms such as the BrahMos missile, Tejas fighter aircraft, artillery 
guns, and ammunition are in demand internationally. 

           ,                 ,      और     -                    र         क     रर      

 र  र          

 Several foreign-origin systems are now being manufactured in India. 

कई                                              कए    र       

Looking ahead 

            

 The war in Iran has many bitter lessons for the region and the world. 

             और              क    ए कई            कर         

 Reports suggest that Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Qatar are considering reducing their 
investment commitments in the U.S. 

 र     क       र         ,      और                           क  क  कर    र     र कर र   

    

 They are also exploring options to remove American military bases from their territory. 

                                         क    क          र       

 If this happens, it will be the most transformative change in the regional security 
architecture since its inception almost 50 years ago. 

                           50                                                     

 How this will unfold and what the future Gulf security architecture will look like remains to 
be seen. 

   क      क         और      क                    क        ,                क      

 One thing is clear. 

एक            

 A lesson from this war is that national security cannot be bought or outsourced. 

                  क           क              क                                      क      

 क    

 


