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K.N. Panikkar, renowned historian, academic
and public intellectual, passes away at 89

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/
NEW DELHI

Eminent historian, aca-
demic, and public intellec-
tual K.N. Panikkar, widely
regarded as one of India’s
foremost scholars of mod-
ern history, passed away in
Thiruvananthapuram on
Monday. He was 89.

Kandiyoor Narayana Pa-
nikkar, popularly known as
K.N. Panikkar, was born to
Krishnan Nair and Ichkutty
Amma in Thaikkad near
Guruvayur in 1936. He
completed his schooling at
Chavakkad Board High
School. He pursued his un-
dergraduate studies at Go-
vernment Victoria College
in Palakkad, where he
served as chairman of the
college union, and later
completed his postgrad-
uate studies and Ph.D. at
the University of
Rajasthan.

He had a distinguished

K.N. PANIKKAR (1936 - 2026)

academic career. After
teaching in institutions, in-
cluding the University of
Rajasthan, Hansraj College
(Delhi University), and the
Indian Institute of Public
Administration, he joined
Jawaharlal Nehru Universi-
ty (JNU) in 1972.

At the JNU, he served as
Professor of History, Head
of the Centre for Historical
Studies, and later Dean of

the School of Social Scienc-
es. He had also served as
visiting Professor and fel-
low at several international
universities.

Beyond teaching, Pro-
fessor Panikkar held im-
portant academic and in-
stitutional roles.

He served as Vice-Chan-
cellor of Sree Sankara-
charya University of San-
skrit, and later the first

Vice-Chairperson of the
Kerala State Higher Educa-
tion Council. He was also
the founding Chairperson
of the Kerala Council for

Historical Research
(KCHR).
Professor Panikkar

authored numerous in-
fluential books and essays
on colonialism, culture, re-
ligion, peasant move-
ments, and historiography.

His work on the Malabar
region, colonial power
structures, and peasant
uprisings remains widely
cited in modern Indian his-
toriography.

The seminal work
Against Lord and State: Re-
ligion and Peasant Upris-
ings in Malabar (1836-1921),
which examined the rebel-
lion as a peasant uprising
against landlordism and
colonial power, had gener-
ated extensive scholarly
debate and remains one of
the most discussed inter-
pretations of the event.

Aditya Mukherjee, a stu-
dent and colleague of Pro-
fessor Panikkar, said: “Eve-
ryone who studied under
him was impressed by his
teaching. Apart from being
a brilliant academic, he
was also a fighter for pro-
gressive movements.”

G. Arunima, Professor
at the JNU’s Centre for Wo-
men’s Studies, a student of
Panikkar from 1984 to
1986, recalled him as gen-
tle and sharp, and conver-
sations with him as intel-
lectually stimulating. “He
did not mince his words
when it came to things that
mattered to him,” she said.

“He also had a great
sense of humour.”

She said tributes from
former students poured in
on WhatsApp groups on
Monday.

Mr. Panikkar’s wife,
Usha Bhargava, had died
earlier. He is survived by
his daughters, Ragini and
Shalini.

10Mar. K.N. Panikkar, renowned historian, academic and public intellectual,
passes away at 89

TEId 3fdgNIPR, &wﬁzsﬁvmg@vﬂﬂ’r K.N. Panikkar @T 89 a4 @1
g § e

e Eminent historian, academic, and public intellectual K.N. Panikkar, widely regarded as
one of India’s foremost scholars of modern history, passed away in
Thiruvananthapuram on Monday.

T=Td sfasieR, Rignfag ok ardwf=e gfEgshdt K.N. Panikkar, 5% WRa & snyfas
gfaer & v fag il § ¥ U@ A1 A1 o1, &1 WiHaR & fowasiagea d (= gt m)

e He was 89.
89 qd & 9|

o Kandiyoor Narayana Panikkar, popularly known as K.N. Panikkar, was born to Krishnan
Nair and Ichkutty Amma in Thaikkad near Guruvayur in 1936.

HISYY AR ufEa, for8 b U A K.N. Panikkar & TH ¥ ST STl &, &1 FH
1936 H AR & UTH AHS H FWA AR 3R FTHET ST & TgT g AT

e He completed his schooling at Chavakkad Board High School.
I5i U Tpelt I Taads 918 715 @ d 4 T D

e He pursued his undergraduate studies at Government Victoria College in Palakkad,
where he served as chairman of the college union, and later completed his postgraduate
studies and Ph.D. at the University of Rajasthan. ]
IBi- UTAFDTS & Ta-He faaeifvar s I Jad e U &1, S8 d Sras gi=a— &
3rege 1t 8, SR a1 H Iori fayfaemey ¥ wasir ok fiea st gt &1

e He had a distinguished academic career.
T QeHfOrs Shia- sredd ufafld &7

e After teaching in institutions, including the University of Rajasthan, Hansraj College (Delhi
University), and the Indian Institute of Public Administration, he joined Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) in 1972,

I T fayfaener, s Siaw (el fayfaeney) ok feuq sxdtege sifw
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At the JNU, he served as Professor of History, Head of the Centre for Historical Studies,
and later Dean of the School of Social Sciences.

INU T 3517 3faerd & MibwR, e vRR IR INed Sy & uqw@, 3R 91¢ § W@ e
IR AW & S & ¥ 8 S o]

He had also served as visiting Professor and fellow at several international universities.
ST &3 SfaTsia fayfemerat # fafsrfe iR ofk et & wu A +f v o)
Beyond teaching, Professor Panikkar held important academic and institutional roles.
LTI & 3{ATAT WA UGB - B HedqUl A& iR TR Yfired A

He served as Vice-Chancellor of Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit, and later the
first Vice-Chairperson of the Kerala State Higher Education Council.

3 At <ipTaTd TRpd fayfaeney & paufa . iR a1¢ & Ha Isa 3= e ukue &
YW IJUTHE 5|

He was also the founding Chairperson of the Kerala Council for Historical Research
(KCHR).

3 P PIofad Bk fewIRea R (KCHR) & TRITUS 3remes off U

Professor Panikkar authored numerous influential books and essays on colonialism,
culture, religion, peasant movements, and hlstorlography

TR Ufraes 3 SNuIARIwal, Swphd, o, fearT siidiar 3k shEraad W o
THTIRITE Q&P 3R ey forg |

His work on the Malabar region, colonial power structures, and peasant uprisings
remains widely cited in modern Indian hlstonography

, Jftuf~rafRre W damreh iR fpam fagiet W 3@ s snyfe uRd
gﬁ?ﬁﬁmﬁwmﬁs‘d%mw%

The seminal work Against Lord and State: Religion and Peasant Uprisings in Malabar
(1836-1921), which examined the rebellion as a peasant uprising against landlordism
and colonial power, had generated extensive scholarly debate and remains one of the
most discussed interpretations of the event.

Wﬂ%ﬁ'{ﬂfﬁfﬁl Against Lord and State: Religion and Peasant Uprisings in Malabar
(1836-1921), Forad fagtes ot sfter siiv situfafRre T & faeme feam sicgtad & =0
o faaftia fasan man, 3 e Rerfdre ge &1 o 3 3R U8 ge &t gad it affa
reTel § § Ud o1 €% o

Aditya Mukherjee, a student and colleague of Professor Panikkar, said: “Everyone who
studied under him was impressed by his teaching.

Sfee gaeif, S MibaR ufrge & BT SR Tgarh 3B, A Fel: “off +ft 39& orefi uar, a8
3! Rrefor [Aeft I gurfad gl
Apart from being a brilliant academic, he was also a fighter for progressive movements.”

% IPY fagH g1 & Try-ury 3 yifasfte srigiait & aude ik Jadwaf off 917

G. Arunima, Professor at the JNU’s Centre for Women’s Studies, a student of Panikkar
from 1984 to 1986, recalled him as gentle and sharp, and conversations with him as
intellectually stimulating.

G. SO/, S INU & Her B 0 Wi § MbwR § 3R 1984 W 1986 & o9 ufady

D1 BT N, 3% W IR deur @afdaa & Fu H are Il § SR 3% 1Y JIadid Bl

HifS® 9 | RS T 5|

“He did not mince his words when it came to things that mattered to him,” she said.

WB%;ﬁaaﬁT, 9 S1d 34 fawal &1 gicht ff St 371 fore weyet 2, f 3 Wy U | St a1
"

“He also had a great sense of humour.”

“ITH IPT gAY of o1l

She said tributes from former students poured in on WhatsApp groups on Monday.

3% FET & VAR &1 gTeany Tygl & ud Sl @1 ygiefeal aar o et off|

Mr. Panikkar’s wife, Usha Bhargava, had died earlier.

st Ui 9 et ST UG B Ugd € Fre & g ol
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e He is survived by his daughters, Ragini and Shalini.

I URaR & 3! afear it ok wnfert €1

Broad base
India revealed depth in batting and
fielding in cricket’s shortest format

l ndia lived up to its billing of being the num-

ber one side in Twenty20 Internationals

(T200). The Men in Blue retained the ICC
T20 World Cup with an emphatic 96-run triumph
over New Zealand in the final at Ahmedabad on
Sunday. Often in global sporting tournaments,
the more fancied athlete or squad may fail at
times as the law of averages catches up; it is to the
credit of Suryakumar Yadav’s men that they re-
mained consistent and lasted the distance. Hav-
ing won the title in 2024 under the leadership of
Rohit Sharma, this Indian unit has evolved furth-
er. There has been a change in personnel too, as
Rohit, Virat Kohli and Ravindra Jadeja retired
from cricket’s shortest format. Their massive
shoes were filled, and with coach Gautam Gamb-
hir propagating a high-risk, high-yield philoso-
phy, the players followed their mentor’s ap-
proach and prospered. Including the summit
clash, India went past 250 thrice in the cham-
pionship. The think-tank was also flexible as an
initial top-order vulnerability was addressed in
time. With three left-handers atop the batting
tree, the Indians found rival captains employing
off-spinners to counter the batters. Abhishek
Sharma losing form also proved to be a complica-
tion but by picking the right-handed Sanju Sam-
son as opener, balance was found.

Great teams find ways to cope with challenges,
and India, even after losing a Super Eight game to
South Africa, stayed afloat. The management per-
sisted with Abhishek and he scored two fifties in
the campaign, with the one in the final being vi-
tal. Samson, though, was a revelation. Always rat-
ed high, at varying points in his career he was
competing with M.S. Dhoni, Dinesh Karthik and
Rishabh Pant for the wicket-keeper batter role.
With 321 runs in this championship and three
consecutive 50-plus scores in the last stretch for
India, the ‘Player of the Tournament’ ensured
that the host fulfilled expectations. If Samson led
India’s batting charts, the incisive Jasprit Bumrah
and spinner Varun Chakaravarthy finished with
14 wickets apiece and held the top spot in this
World Cup. Bumrah was terrific while Varun
found it rough towards the business end of the
campaign as batters turned aggressive against
him. India found heroes at critical points, be it
Ishan Kishan, Tilak Varma, Hardik Pandya, Shi-
vam Dube or Axar Patel. Among the rest, New
Zealand proved why it remains one of the most
resilient teams, sailing into another final before
running into India. That outfits such as Nepal had
their moments is also a pointer to how T20Is are
helping cricket broaden its base.

10Mar. Broad base
YD AHTYR

e Indiarevealed depth in batting and fielding in
cricket’s shortest format

YRd 7 fohdbe & I B UR-T & afew 3R B &
MRS faars

¢ India lived up to its billing of being the number one
side in Twenty20 Internationals (T20I).
YRd A g120 (T201) ® g1 &t R U A g
&1 3UT UfasT 1 el Hifed foba

e The Men in Blue retained the ICC T20 World Cup

with an emphatic 96-run triumph over New Zealand in the
final at Ahmedabad on Sunday.
B 39 & - IAAR Pl gHEEIG H gU BIed | gullds
BT 96 T Y U ATGAA €120 fIy HY RIRR 4T

e Often in global sporting tournaments, the more
fancied athlete or squad may fail at times as the law of
averages catches up.
SRR If¥yd Ta ufqaifiiaren # sifie vddier faars! ar dm
FH-Fft TuTerar & AW & FRU S % 8 Skt ]

e ltis to the credit of Suryakumar Yadav’s men that
they remained consistent and lasted the distance.
I8 GUPUR q1ed S <11 &1 97 g {6 I FARaRan sH1e 3
BT 3id aP b 33|

e Having won the title in 2024 under the leadership of
Rohit Sharma, this Indian unit has evolved further.
Jifed =t & 9@ ¥ 2024 § f¥amE Sita & 91 98 YR
&1 &R 31fiw faafid g3 g

e There has been a change in personnel too, as
Rohit, Virat Kohli and Ravindra Jadeja retired from
cricket’s shortest format.
&0 ¥ faentear &1 uRadq +t gen Fifes Afa, favre Sigdt
3R g SIS A fhdhe & Had Bie URFU I I o e

e Their massive shoes were filled, and with coach
Gautam Gambhir propagating a high-risk, high-yield
philosophy, the players followed their mentor’s approach
and prospered.

It g5t oAl &Y [ 1 farar T iR Hra Maw TR &t
I TREAH-I= ATH IUHITT DI U gu Raanfedr = siu-
AnfeRid &1 I HT UTeH BT 3R 9% d G|

¢ Including the summit clash, India went past 250
runs thrice in the championship.

BIgd gPTad dfed YR 3 39 I=Rm # 9 IR 250
I P 3B ST UR T

e The think-tank was also flexible as an initial top-
order vulnerability was addressed in time.

& & Iifae Tyg A aEan- foumr ok YR efu-

TS U &I I T§d g (AT
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With three left-handers atop the batting tree, the Indians found rival captains employing off-
spinners to counter the batters.

T 91¢ 314 F FedaTenl & XY HH T g & SR ORI Sl 3 Feciarsl B A SR &
forg 3ife-fRu=RY o1 SuaT foban |

Abhishek Sharma losing form also proved to be a complication but by picking the right-
handed Sanju Samson as opener, balance was found.

RN Tt &1 wid T ot T THRT S, Al SIE FTY & o AW B IR FIHR
e RIfud favar |

Great teams find ways to cope with challenges.

TeM ¢ gefaal © fAues & adie @i ot o

India, even after losing a Super Eight game to South Africa, stayed afloat.

Sferor 3pterT & RAATh GuR Te GH1adal gRA & aie Hl YRd ufaeaul & &1 337

The management persisted with Abhishek and he scored two fifties in the campaign, with
the one in the final being vital.

gee 7 SfUYE TR HRIT ST 3T 3R I5i 31T § &Y srefRras s, SFH wigaa &1
efRras Agayuf @I

Samson, though, was a revelation.

e QU U 9 Wl W g

Always rated high, at varying points in his career he was competing with M.S. Dhoni, Dinesh
Karthik and Rishabh Pant for the wicket-keeper batter role.

3T BRI P -3 9T H J TH.TH. i, feawr Sifde Sik BUY Ud & Iy
AP ecsiR-awa o YfieT & fore ufeeayf w1 38 31

With 321 runs in this championship and three consecutive 50-plus scores in the last
stretch for India, the ‘Player of the Tournament’ ensured that the host fulfilled expectations.

= AMRGARY 7 321 T AR SHIH TR0 H AR 7 50 | SRIP TR b Y TR A6 T
;‘—ﬁz = AT forar i aora d1 Il R W1 IR |

If Samson led India’s batting charts, the incisive Jasprit Bumrah and spinner Varun
Chakaravarthy finished with 14 wickets apiece and held the top spot in this World Cup.

e QAY 3 Teaamil H HR BT A fbaT, dl aof Iears Sayid gARTe 3R R geur
Tehadl 4 39 fay $U A 14-14 fade A =i =i Tren fHan

Bumrah was terrific while Varun found it rough towards the business end of the campaign
as batters turned aggressive against him.

FURTE MR e Ao A & ifd a1 & Il & SHTHS 514 § TSI B HidTs
hT HHAT PAT US|

India found heroes at critical points, be it Ishan Kishan, Tilak Varma, Hardik Pandya,
Shivam Dube or Axar Patel.

YRd & Agaqut &0 & $x fow, e auf, e1fds uisan, Rraw ga ik sier e o
foafear & are forar|

Among the rest, New Zealand proved why it remains one of the most resilient teams, sailing
into another final before running into India.

3= I H geitets A bR Wifad o o a8 werd aritent €1 9 4 U &, Sl 0o 3IR Bigal
b Ugh Afe HRd I R TS|

That outfits such as Nepal had their moments is also a pointer to how T20Is are helping
cricket broaden its base.

g e fob AuTel St Al A ot e &01 e, 7 Webd &l B fob 0 Siergia vy
fordre & 3 favar ¥ Age P E 8
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10Mar

Years after Bloody Sunday, poll rights worries resurface

Sl e & qul 916, HdeM USRI B dAw fidrd fhr IWR IS &

Years after Bloody
Sunday;, poll rights
worries resurface

SEl!l\

Sixty-one years after State troopers attacked Civil
Rights marchers on the Edmund Pettus Bridge in
Selma, thousands gathered in the Alabama city
this weekend amid new concerns about the future
of the Voting Rights Act.

The March 7, 1965, violence that became
known as Bloody Sunday shocked the nation and
helped spur passage of the landmark legislation
that dismantled barriers to voting for Black Amer-
icans in the Jim Crow South.

The anniversary was celebrated in this city that
served as crucible for the voting rights movement,
with events through the weekend ending with a
commemorative march across the bridge on Sun-
day. But the commemoration came as the U.S. Su-
preme Court considers a case that could limit a
provision of the Voting Rights Act that has helped
ensure some congressional and local districts are
drawn so that minority voters have a chance to
elect their candidate of choice.

“I'm concerned that all of the advances that we
made for the last 61 years are going to be eradicat-
ed,” said Charles Mauldin, 78, one of the marchers
beaten on Bloody Sunday.

Former and current Democratic officeholders,
civil rights leaders and tourists descended on Sel-
ma to pay homage to the pivotal moment of the Ci-
vil Rights Movement and to issue calls to action.
Speakers warned of the looming court decision
and criticised the Trump administration’s actions
on immigration and efforts to roll back diversity,
equity, and inclusion.

Standing at the pulpit of the historic Taberna-
cle Baptist Church, Maryland Governor Wes
Moore, said that like the marchers on Bloody Sun-
day, they must press forward.

10Mar. Years after Bloody Sunday, poll rights
worries resurface

=S S & qu] d1g, AdaM HRISRI BT AP
fRard fhR SWR X §

e Sixty-one years after State troopers attacked
Civil Rights marchers on the Edmund Pettus Bridge in
Selma, thousands gathered in the Alabama city this
weekend amid new concerns about the future of the
Voting Rights Act.

61 99 91¢ 919 We TUN 7 IeHT § TsHS Uy foa R
Rifae wrgew areRd w g9 foar uT, 39 9wgid srararHT
TMEX T GOIR| ANT AIfeTT I3e Tae o U™ &l dax 15
fidref & sd UHA gu|

e The March 7, 1965, violence that became known
as Bloody Sunday shocked the nation and helped spur
passage of the landmark legislation that dismantled
barriers to voting for Black Americans in the Jim Crow
South.

7 UTd 1965 F! &, for0 st |8 & 919 § S T, A W
S H FHIR e 3R I gty s &1 uiikd TxA
# Hag B o form 1 aféor & e sARfeal & daaH
& I i SryTed 1 gATE B

e The anniversary was celebrated in this city that
served as a crucible for the voting rights movement, with
events through the weekend ending with a
commemorative march across the bridge on Sunday.

39 qHTS D1 I e H A1 1 e AR
JiEra & Hg » ©U & B a1, el Twreid 1R sriw
BT 3R fAIR 1 §a W U VIR HTE & 1Y 371 AT
BTl

e Butthe commemoration came as the U.S. The
Supreme Court considered a case that could limit a
provision of the Voting Rights Act that has helped
ensure some congressional and local districts are
drawn so that minority voters have a chance to elect their
candidate of choice.

AT I8 WROT GURIE U Ty 3 § oid vt ot

B¢ T WY A W IR R @1 o AT I3eH Tae & T YIaYT &) Sifd L Johdl g,
R 8 GRIRI B33 & Hee 31 2 b oo ST 3R g forel &1 Wa 39 @ 99 8 b
ACTHGIP HAGIATSA B! 30 THdter IWGaR &1 I &1 il firdt|

e “I'm concerned that all of the advances that we made for the last 61 years are going to be
eradicated,” said Charles Mauldin, 78, one of the marchers beaten on Bloody Sunday.

2 a1 B i foa 61 9wl & g S ot woifal &1 B, 98 WIS &1 Jobel 3,7 78 aufa =mest
AR 7 Fel, ol sTe! He R Wi e A § T U U

e Former and current Democratic officeholders, civil rights leaders and tourists
descended on Selma to pay homage to the pivotal moment of the Civil Rights Movement

and to issue calls to action.
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7d 3R g SHIbfed ueiRier, fufad Ised AT 3k wew e uga aifes fafaa
MG Yae & 34U HG@YUT &0T BT YTl & U 3R HRATS BI 3dd H 9o |

e Speakers warned of the looming court decision and criticised the Trump administration’s
actions on immigration and efforts to roll back diversity, equity, and inclusion.

aarsif 7 3 e gTere IR HI AP AdTa- < 3R STaei TR < YR 31 HRargal
Ty fafaerar, Tar 3R THRARHE & 1Y d T & ATl &1 STeraT B |

e Standing at the pulpit of the historic Tabernacle Baptist Church, Maryland Governor Wes
Moore, said that like the marchers on Bloody Sunday, they must press forward.

RIS TP d qufee € & Ufe R WS gl A & M9} A9 PR - &gl fob saal
TS F AR &t Re 3% 1 3T T 3@ B

GS Paper 1. Society

TOPICS COVERED | 10 March 2026

10Mar | If BNS distinguishes between throwing and administering acid, RPwD Act
must too: SC

gfe BNS T Hhepq iR fUeq A 3R &ear 8, af RPwD Siftrfaas &t +ff
T 1 AT WA e

If BNS distinguishes between throwing and
administering acid, RPwD Act must too: SC
st VMO, s, Malik, hersel an

should be able to covernot  with a comprehensive

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday said if the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) dis-
tinguished between
“throwing” acid and “ad-
ministering” the corrosive
substance with intention to
voluntarily cause grievous
hurt to a person, the Right
to Persons with Disability
(RPwD) Act must also fol-
low suit.

The observation was
made by a Bench of Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant
and Joymalya Bagchi to the
Union government while
hearing a petition filed by
an acid attack survivor,
Shaheen Malik.

acid attack survivor, has
specifically sought to bring
victims who were forcibly
made to ingest acid, and
with a criminal case regis-
tered against their attack-
ers, to be brought under
the protective umbrella of
the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016.
“When BNS distinguish-
es between throwing and
administering, the aspect
of administration requires
to be articulated in the
RPwD Act also,” Justice
Bagchi addressed Addi-
tional Solicitor-General Ar-
chana Pathak Dave, ap-
pearing for the Centre.
Chief Justice Kant said
statutory provisions

only acts committed, but
also be able to foresee of-
fences which in all proba-
bility may occur in the
future.

‘Undue advantage’
“The perpetrators of crime
should not be able to take
any undue advantage.
Even if an offence is capa-
ble of being committed,
that itself is a sufficient gui-
deline to enact a provision
[to counter it],” Chief Jus-
tice Kant observed orally.
Ms. Dave said the defini-
tions in the RPwD Act may
have to be amended to in-
corporate or extend the
ambit of the statute. She
sought more time to return

response.

Section 124 of the BNS
covers the offence of “vo-
luntarily causing grievous
hurt by use of acid, etc.” It
provides that “whoever
causes permanent or par-
tial damage or deformity
to, or burns or maims or
disfigures or disables, any
part or parts of the body of
a person or causes grie-
vous hurt by throwing acid
on or by administering
acid to that person..”

In an earlier hearing in
the case, the top court had
voiced zero tolerance for
acid attackers, especially
criminals who forcibly ad-
minister acid to their
victims.

10Mar. If BNS distinguishes between throwing and administering acid, RPwD
Act must too: SC

gfe BNS TRIE Bepa 3R fUamE § 3fdR &1 €, df RPwD 3fufas &Y oft tar
BT AR JHH B
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If BNS distinguishes between throwing and administering acid, RPwD Act must too: SC.
e BNS TRTS =t 3R fam & Sick #xal &, @ RPwD SHfIfAm & +ft Tar a3 =nfew:
gHH FIc |

The Supreme Court on Monday said if the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) distinguished
between “throwing” acid and “administering” the corrosive substance with intention to
voluntarily cause grievous hurt to a person, the Right to Persons with Disability (RPwD)
Act must also follow suit.

T ¢ 3 AR &1 Bl S fe URdTa =amg |@fgat (BNs) 6t safdd @1 w1 3 iR
Tl Tga & ¢ ¥ “TRIS B SR “ufrs R & &9 ok &t 5, @ fawain
feaal & ifier sifafaaw (RPwD Act) &1+ THT H=AT 91T |

The observation was made by a Bench of Chief Justice of India Surya Kant and Joymalya
Bagchi to the Union government while hearing a petition filed by an acid attack survivor,
Shaheen Malik.

Tg fewuht yRa & g1 <arardi=r gdaia ok Srauen anE! ot e 7 $g WReR 3 3, o
3 ufirs gua | ot Afyen WA afere gR1 SR gt Bt gaTs HR IR A

Ms. Malik, herself an acid attack survivor, has specifically sought to bring victims who were
forcibly made to ingest acid, and with a criminal case registered against their attackers, to
be brought under the protective umbrella of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act,
2016.

el i, S W te virs gHa 9 fifgar &, 3 foviy = § 37 difsdl o) ufyrs seve
fyeTe w1 & AHal B, e gadER) & Gare STaRIfYe /e ool 5, faeai afemal &
SfIPR AT 2016 F TRETT H SRR & T DI {7 B g

“When BNS distinguishes between throwing and administering, the aspect of
administration requires to be articulated in the RPwD Act also,” Justice Bagchi addressed
Additional Solicitor-General Archana Pathak Dave, appearing for the Centre.

“STq BNS b 3R U™ & o9 SR #rar 8, df fie™ & ugd &1 RPwD Siftfeam & +ft
WY T Y A foa1 ST A1, AT anTdl = $% B 3R ¥ U= g3 Sifaivad Aiferae”
SR 3T UT6® &d § Sal|

Chief Justice Kant said statutory provisions should be able to cover not only acts

committed, but also be able to foresee offences which in all probability may occur in the
future.

T AraTefi=r Fid A Fgl b defe uraem=l &) 7 Had fHU T Fl B HaR ST AT
Sfew Wfasg & g Pt JUTaT arel SrRTe o1 ot gaiga™ o= d Fe™ g1 9l

‘Undue advantage’

‘3 AW

“The perpetrators of crime should not be able to take any undue advantage.
“HURTY H aTat fohat Ht g ey &1 BraeT et 361 9 |

Even if an offence is capable of being committed, that itself is a sufficient guideline to enact
a provision [to counter it],” Chief Justice Kant observed orally.

e B AURTY fHT S Bt YuTaT i 79 8, O 98! U yated unieRi® § i I fAued &
fore S WU §9R SY,” g <R wid A Hifs €0 § $ell

Ms. Dave said the definitions in the RPwD Act may have to be amended to incorporate or
extend the ambit of the statute.

st gd = Hg1 {6 RPwD Siftferm & <t 71 ufvurenaf & W=ies &R S & /R &I id
71 faxad &1 U gHhar g

She sought more time to return with a comprehensive response.

3814 T SR ¢ & e Siferep wd ||

Section 124 of the BNS covers the offence of “voluntarily causing grievous hurt by use
of acid, etc.”

BNS @1 URT 124 “TRTS 31fe & ITATT A W1 A 1R e Ugam” & MRIY &) Fav
RG]

It provides that “whoever causes permanent or partial damage or deformity to, or burns
or maims or disfigures or disables, any part or parts of the body of a person or causes
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grievous hurt by throwing acid on or by administering acid to that person..

wﬁmw%%“ﬁﬁéwm%W%W%ﬁﬁWmm&ﬁm

fapfa ugamar 8, ar sierrar 8, ST Svdr 8, $=U I-141 @ T 3&H HdT 8, AT 39 Al

R RIS Bpa: a1 Thrs fUares iR 9ic ugamar g...”

¢ In an earlier hearing in the case, the top court had voiced zero tolerance for acid attackers,

especially criminals who forcibly administer acid to their victims.
U UA &1 U8d &1 AdTs § Tatred <rarad A TRIS gHdraR! & Ufd I Ag-=ierd o
a1 Het oY, faRyeR 3 SroRIfdal & forg St e difsal @ ek uiirs fuema €1

GS Paper 1: Geography
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| 10 March 2026

10Mar

What is the Musi riverfront development project?

it Ravvpe faera ulaieHn & 82

What is the Musi riverfront
development project?

What does the river rejuvenation project comprise? What is the controversy surrounding the project? Why

are residents in the riverbed up in arms?

Swathi Vadlamudi

The story so far:

usi River flows through

Hyderabad for 55 km and
looks like an open sewage
channel most of the year,

except during the monsoon. Now, the
Telangana government wants to turn the
seasonal river into a perennial one by
ensuring year-long flow, and develop
leisure spaces, shopping areas, and
heritage structures on the river’s banks.
But for people who have been living on
the river bank for decades, this spells
displacement.

What is at stake?

The Musi River, with an aggregate length
of about 260 km, is created by the
confluence of two rivulets - Musa and Esi

originating in Ananthagiri hillocks of
Vikarabad district in Telangana.

The destructive floods of 1908
prompted the last Asafjahi king Mir
Osman Ali Khan of the Hyderabad
princely state to commission two tanks -
Osman Sagar and Himayat Sagar - which
act as flood control reservoirs for the
river. Various governments - the Telugu
Desam Party’s in 1997-98, the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi’s in 2017 and the
Congress’s now - have attempted to
develop the river as an urban water front.

What does the development entail?
The project envisages development on
both sides of the river’s 55-km course.
However, the detailed project report is yet
to be approved. The government also
proposes to channel 2.5 tmcft of water
from the Godavari River through

Mallanna Sagar Reservoir, 72 km away
from the city, to fill the twin reservoirs,
for staggered release into the Musi River
to keep it flowing throughout the year.
Also in the pipeline are 39 more
sewage treatment plants in addition to the
existing 31 STPs to treat the sewage
entering the river from across the city.

What has happened since?
In October, 2024, the State government
constituted a consortium of five
companies for the preparation of a DPR.
Almost simultaneously, the government
went ahead with the eviction and
relocation of residents from the slums on
the riverbed, which drew severe backlash.
The government later decided to begin
the project on the relatively unoccupied
stretches along the Musa and Esi rivers,
covering 21 km. The ‘world’s tallest’
Gandhi statue as the centre of a sprawling

cultural precinet is proposed at the
confluence of the two rivers, named
‘Gandhi Sarovar’.

The first phase of the Musi Riverfront
Development project has received
in-principle approval for funding from the
Asian Development Bank (ADB), while the
final approval is awaited.

Who is opposing the project?

Protests against the project took shape
after the forced eviction of people from
the slums on the Musi riverbed in 2024. A
coalition of residents, voluntary
organisations and activists was forged
under the umbrella of ‘Musi Jan Andolan’
to take the government head-on. Their
main objection is to the way the project is
sought to be carried out, treating Musi
residents as obstruction rather than as
partners in the rejuvenation of the river.
They question the urgency with which
the government is moving forward
without even a detailed project report
being made available in the public
domain.

Controversy erupted once again
recently, when the government issued
three land acquisition notifications in
relation to the project. Residents of a
gated community close to the confluence
point have risen in opposition as their
properties were listed for acquisition in
one notification to facilitate the ‘Gandhi
Sarovar’ project.

10Mar. What is the Musi riverfront development project?

Tt fravwpe fasra ufvaie - & 82

e The Musi River flows through Hyderabad for 55 km and looks like an open sewage
channel most of the year, except during the monsoon.

THE GIST

-

The project envisages
development on both sides of
the river’s 55-km course.
However, the detailed project
report is yet to be approved.

v

The government also proposes
to channel 2.5 tmcft of water
from the Godavari River
through Mallanna Sagar
Reservoir, 72 km away from the
city, to fill the twin reservoirs,
for staggered releaseinto the
Musi River to keep it flowing
throughout the year.

-

Also in the pipeline are 39 more
sewage treatment plants in
addition to the existing 31 STPs
to treat the sewage entering
the river from across the city.

TR AL FeRTaTE ¥ §IHR AT 55 fpTh a5t 8 SR AR &) Bigar a9 & i 9oy
T WA A1 S s et

Now, the Telangana government wants to turn the seasonal river into a perennial river by
ensuring year-long flow.

3T AT TRPR 39 Wt 7 B R I ofet Yare I91¢ IGH FSHRT Adt H Fear

The government also plans to develop leisure spaces, shopping areas, and heritage
structures on the river banks.

PR A4 & PRI R AR T, AITRT & 3R faRTad =18 I Rid w1 &t diern

e g
CRIEGE ]

However, for people who have been living on the river bank for decades, this project means
displacement.

AT g2rBT T A} fFaR T8 a1t @il & forT I8 uREeHT fARIT= &1 HRUT &7 Fobat 2|
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What is at stake?
I GAd R e?

The Musi River, with an aggregate length of about 260 km, is formed by the confluence of
two rivulets — Musa and Esi.

T 260 foptht welt Wit At g ok Wit e Y | Afeat & Ww I s B

These rivulets originate in the Ananthagiri hillocks of Vikarabad district in Telangana.

q BT Al AT & fIPRIare ora #t sHafifiY ugifsal @ e g

The destructive floods of 1908 prompted the Asafjahi ruler Mir Osman Ali Khan of the
Hyderabad princely state to build two tanks.

1908 @ faATRIBTRY 91g & d1e FevTaTe NUTad & TABESTE! MS HR ST 3relt @ A
&l SR AT

These tanks were Osman Sagar and Himayat Sagar, which act as flood control reservoirs
for the river.

;ﬁw% ST AR R fFArd GrR 8, & 7¢ & R arg i samm & w0 8 a1
[

Various governments have attempted to develop the river as an urban waterfront.

H3 BRI A 3 e} B G q1ehe & U 7 B RIT B &1 9™ fear g

This includes the Telugu Desam Party government in 1997-98, the Bharat Rashtra
Samithi government in 2017, and the present Congress government.

THH 1997-98 B AT X U] WX, 2017 B HRA MY WATT TPR, 3R qerAE HH
PR A &

What does the development entail?

oo™ geAT A

T e 82

The project envisages development on both sides of the river’s 55-km course.

RS & dgd At & 55 frtt Ant & gl frRT R faem Txarfaa B

However, the Detailed Project Report (DPR) is yet to be approved.

gIaifer faega afdier T A (DPR) sift wipa T8t g8 21

The government proposes to channel 2.5 tmcft of water from the Godavari River through
the Mallanna Sagar Reservoir, located 72 km away.

WHR TMierast 7dl ¥ 2.5 Hvadiiewd! urt o 72 forit gr fRua aeean IR waRm &
Y IV AW BT URATd 8 ¢

This water will be used to fill the twin reservoirs.

Y UM U g STl &l 4R S|

The water will then be released in a staggered manner into the Musi River to ensure year-
round flow.

P 91 U & IRUTGR a¥id I T 1) § SISt ST aifes ¥ 99 5id yarg a1 3 |
The project also proposes 39 new Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs) in addition to the
existing 31 STPs.

UGS & ded Hisgl 31 STP & 3famal 39 AT Hiaw dledie Wie (STP) @ &1 URdmd 7|
These plants will treat the sewage entering the river from across the city.

Y I QX ¥ A A H 3 1t Hiao T IUAR |

What has happened since?
3q TP FIT §3AT 872

In October 2024, the Telangana government constituted a consortium of five companies
to prepare the DPR. ]

JFEER 2024 T AT IRPR A DPR IR H1 & ¢ Ut Hufral &1 v waifean
ERIEIN

Almost simultaneously, the government began evicting and relocating residents from the
slums on the riverbed.
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TTHT I Y WHR 7 7 a1 W Rya iR & el o) gem ok gHata o &
UfehdT (& FR &l

This move triggered severe backlash and protests.

Y HeH ¥ ae faRty 3R wexi & g1 |

Later, the government decided to begin the project on relatively unoccupied stretches
along the Musa and Esi rivers, covering 21 km.

TG H WHR 7 gAT MR Tt Afeat & sriengpd @relt &= A 21 fpi o I ufvasm &
HA BT For feram|

The project proposes the world’s tallest Gandhi statue at the confluence of the two
rivers.

RS & d8d gl AfGal & T TR gi+raT &t gad St e ufemr s9 &1 vama 8
This cultural precinct will be named “Gandhi Sarovar.”

Y G iad URIR BT 19 “Iieft |REaR” 391 e

The first phase of the Musi Riverfront Development Project has received in-principle
funding approval from the Asian Development Bank (ADB).

P fYavvhe faery uRaeT & ugd =vur &1 TRrTs faer 8@ (ADB) ¥ Awifaw® fa<ha
wWepfa e gt 71

However, the final approval is still awaited.

BTaite sifaw wepfa snft a1t 21

Who is opposing the project?

BT faRIY DI P IT/T 22

Opposition began after the forced eviction of slum residents from the Musi riverbed in
2024.
faRlYy &1 eanrd 2024 # Wl 7} a1 F gt FarRra) #1 saw da@edt & a1e g3

A coalition of residents, voluntary organisations and activists formed under the banner of
“Musi Jan Andolan.”

e, Wafes® wmeAt ok erfwatat 3 fas gt o1+ sfigtas” & 71 ¥ Us TedeH
ERIEI

Their main objection is the way the project is being carried out.

D! A U URGISHT B AT HIA & b R ¢

They argue that Musi residents are being treated as obstacles rather than partners in the
river’s rejuvenation.

m@m%%@%ﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬂmﬂaﬁ%mmm$wﬁa@m
/TR

They also question the urgency of the project without making the DPR publicly available.
339 910 R +f ga1e1 Io1d § f5 DPR ArdwifAe foru famm € ufvaie = &1 asit @ 3 seran
EIEGE]

Recently, controversy erupted again after the government issued three land acquisition
notifications related to the project.

BT 81 ¥ WBR gRT aRAS1 3 Gaftra i yftr siffrrgor siRrgeeme St e & 1¢ faarg
iR T 9¢ Tl

Residents of a gated community near the confluence point protested after their properties
were listed for acquisition.

W RA@ & U YT T Ties s & FHariRmi A fariy fovan wifes 3ot |ufwdl &t
Siftrrgur gt # =nfdre farar war ar)

The acquisition was intended to facilitate the “Gandhi Sarovar” project.

g TUEor “Tieht TR URAIST & R S & o foar o g7 T |
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GS Paper I11: Polity,

TOPICS COVERED | 10 March 2026

10Mar | West Asia crisis dominates LS; resolution on removal of Speaker not taken
up
gf3r TR dwe AHIHT IR gdl; THH D ge &1 U1 el fordm T

10Mar | Govt. sends feelers to Opposition on women’s quota Act implementation
Hfgar smReor gy & Frafaae R R A f[Jue 9 dud fear

10Mar | INDIA bloc may move impeachment motion against CEC Gyanesh Kumar
INDIA TSEY YT g1 Y I PUAR & [GaAT® AT Yd1a &l
Hdl g

10Mar | Bengal SIR test: reading the SC’s order
A SIR TR0 WA I & M B THSHET

West Asia crisis dominates
LS: resolution on removal
of Speaker not taken up

NEW DELHI

As the Budget Session res-
umed, the Lok Sabha on
Monday failed to take up a
resolution seeking the re-
moval of Speaker Om Birla
amid repeated adjourn-
ments as the Opposition in-
sisted on a full-fledged dis-
cussion on the West Asia
crisis and its impact on
nearly 10 million Indians
living in the region.

Parliamentary  Affairs
Minister  Kiren  Rijiju
termed the Opposition par-
ties “irresponsible”, while
the Chair accused them of
holding the House pro-
ceedings “hostage” to their
demands. The House was
adjourned for the day
shortly after it reassembled
at 3 p.m. following two ear-
lier adjournments.

“I have never seen such
an irresponsible Opposi-
tion party in my Life! This
Opposition does not un-
derstand the basic ethics of
this House, the rules of this
House, and the values of
the Constitution,” Mr. Riji-
ju said in the House.

However, the Opposi-
tion has shown no signs of
relenting, demanding a
comprehensive discussion
on West Asia and energy
security in view of the on-
going war in the region.

The Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha, Ra-
hul Gandhi, on Monday
evening signalled a more
aggressive stance. “The
fight [in West Asia] is an at-
tempt to create a paradigm
shift. Our economy is going
to face major losses, and
you have seen what has
happened in the stock mar-
kets. [Prime Minister Na-
rendra] Modi ji has signed
the U.S. [trade] deal, and
the country is going to face
a massive hit,” Mr. Gandhi
told presspersons within

L GULF s

4.,““.

DA WE£DS LERDERS P — o7

Opposition MPs stage a demonstration over the West Asia crisis at
Parliament during the Budget Session on Monday. ANl

the Parliament complex.

Sources indicated the
government is unlikely to
accept the Opposition’s de-
mand as External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar had
already made a suo motu
statement on the issue in
both Houses.

INDIA meet today
Opposition parties of the
Indian National Develop-
mental, Inclusive Alliance
(INDIA) are scheduled to
meet on Tuesday morning
to decide their next course
of action.

The government is keen
to first take up the debate
on the resolution seeking
the removal of the Speaker.
Home Minister Amit Shah
and Mr. Rijiju are likely to
speak on the issue, while
the Congress plans to field
senior members, including
Deputy Leader of the party
in the Lok Sabha, Gaurav
Gogoi, and Manish Tewari.

Mr. Gandhi questioned
the Centre's reluctance to
discuss the West Asia crisis
before taking up the reso-
lution seeking the Speak-
er’s removal.

“Is the West Asia issue
not essential? Are fuel pric-
es and economic devasta-
tion not important issues?
These are people’s issues,
and we consider them im-
portant and want a discus-
sion. But the government

doesn’t want to do (a de-
bate) because other things
will come out. Questions
will be asked about the
Prime Minister’s position
and how he is being black-
mailed. That's why they
don’t want to discuss”.

As soon as the Lok Sab-
ha proceedings began, the
House witnessed repeated
adjournments with Oppo-
sition MPs raising slogans.
Jagadambika Pal, who was
chairing the proceedings,
accused them of wasting
taxpayers’ money-about
¥9 crore per day-by hold-
ing the House “hostage”.

Mr. Pal described the
Opposition’s behaviour as
“immature and irresponsi-
ble” and alleged that it was
working with a “political
agenda” to disrupt pro-
ceedings by preventing the
House from taking up the
resolution against Mr. Bir-
la. The issue of taking up
the West Asia crisis first
was discussed at a meeting
of senior leaders of the IN-
DIA bloc on Monday morn-
ing at Congress president
and Leader of Opposition
in the Rajya Sabha Malli-
karjun Kharge’s office in
Parliament. Ahead of the
start of proceedings, INDIA
bloc MPs protested outside
the Parliament.

WALKOUT IN RAJYA SABHA
» PAGE 4

10Mar. West Asia crisis dominates LS;
resolution on removal of Speaker not
taken up

uf3 TR Yee AeaHT R gl
TWHR Bl g™ BT ydTa e forar war

¢ West Asia crisis dominates LS; resolution
on removal of Speaker not taken up.
UfAe TR Yoe AeaHT R gd]; T &
BT &1 UdTd ! foran |

e Asthe Budget Session resumed, the
Lok Sabha on Monday failed to take up a
resolution seeking the removal of Speaker Om
Birla amid repeated adjournments as the
Opposition insisted on a full-» edged discussion
on the West Asia crisis and its impact on nearly
10 million Indians living in the region.
Y € gole T R Y= gofT, AT SHaR &
PR 317 foRaT 1 5o & UKd1d &I 8] o o),
FfPh IR-TR VA g3 3R faues ufdm ofkmn
The ayT I &7 H e a1 THT 1 BRIS
YR IR 3% Y4 TR Ui I St T ddl
el

e Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju termed the Opposition parties
“irresponsible”, while the Chair accused them of
holding the House proceedings “hostage” to
their demands.
Hadta et WA frea RiSieg 7 faush gat ot
“TR-IeR Sam, Sefd sremel 3 3 TR U
AT & 1T We B SRIaTd B “SUS” T B
3{RIY TR

e The House was adjourned for the day
shortly after it reassembled at 3 p.m. following
two earlier adjournments.

3 R U8 R & §1¢ GIUeY 3 99 fh I dodh
BN & NS R TS & e & iR & fog wifig
DR fear )
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¢ ‘| have never seen such an irresponsible Opposition party in my Life!
B 3 Sffa & ot R-RorieR faueh urdf w2 =gt <xdh

e This Opposition does not understand the basic ethics of this House, the rules of this
House, and the values of the Constitution,” Mr. Rijiju said in the House.
Tg faues 39 Fe @1 ga Afdwar, gea & fFram, sk wfaem & geal & 76l gueran,” ft
fefore A Ie 4 &l

e However, the Opposition has shown no signs of relenting, demanding a comprehensive
discussion on West Asia and energy security in view of the ongoing war in the region.
grerifes fauar 3 dis e & ®I3 Yo 81 faU 3R &7 # 9df W6 g P! awd gU ufdm gikmn
3R Sl RET W IS Fdf BT AT B

e The Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, on Monday evening
signalled a more aggressive stance.
AT # fquer & a1 vga M A SHaR T e STeTHE $9 &1 Hdhd fedll

e “The « ght [in West Asia] is an attempt to create a paradigm shift.

uf3e TfRmar 7 g dsis te WRISTSH v 981 #37 &1 19 3|

e Our economy is going to face major losses, and you have seen what has happened in the
stock markets.

AR SrfawRIT B! T8 THUH BT WA HRAT TS, 3R T AT g b AR TRy &
gon gl

e [Prime Minister Narendra Modi] has signed the U.S. trade deal, and the country is going to
face a massive hit,” Mr. Gandhi told presspersons within the Parliament complex.
O g WK 7 3T & HIY SATIR "W IR 85eR fPU §, 3R 3 ! U WY
Pl oA arar 8,7 4t el A e uRER § aR! ¥ BTl

e Sources indicated the government is unlikely to accept the Opposition’s demand as
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar had already made a suo motu statement on the
issue in both Houses.

A 7 Yhd o fr WRPR & fauer &) 9 TR $RA o Jura1 » ¢ Fife fager vt
TH. SURIBR 37 T, | SHI Fe § Ugd gt Wiid a9 ¢ 9% 5|

INDIA meet today

fear T4y Bt I A

e Opposition parties of the Indian National Developmental, Inclusive Alliance (INDIA) are
scheduled to meet on Tuesday morning to decide their next course of action.
HRATT P faprarers waTa=h T8 (INDIA) & fauealt ga oirdd Sa 7 &3+ & g
AR Y€ 966 P dd ¢

e The government is keen to first take up the debate on the resolution seeking the removal
of the Speaker.
WHR Ugd e F geM & U R 969 01 &1 37 ¢

¢ Home Minister Amit Shah and Mr. Rijiju is likely to speak on the issue, while the Congress
plans to lead senior members, including Deputy Leader in the Lok Sabha Gaurav Gogoi
and Manish Tewari.
18 Tt 3ifira wme iR 4 RS 30 48 R 9id Iahd €, Tafer SO eyt & IuAdT 1Rka
TN SR w9 faat Ifed IRy wa=dl &1 IR &1 UreHT 1 BT &

e Mr. Gandhi questioned the Centre’s reluctance to discuss the West Asia crisis before
taking up the resolution seeking the Speaker’s removal.
ot wih A TP D geA P UwATa o U Ugd ufYH TR @de R 99 $A § Iy @1
ST W ard o1

o “Is the West Asia issue not essential?
=1 U3 TR $1 gg1 deaqul T8l 872

e Are fuel prices and economic devastation not important issues?
T 3 Bt P 3R i aardl Teayul e, o1 62

e These are people’s issues, and we consider them important and want a discussion.

Y ST & e, 5, 3R gH 3% He@yul A § SR 9df 9184 &
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But the government doesn’t want to do a debate because other things will come out.

AP AR T6H 5] BT ATt AT 3= FTd FHA 37 S|

Questions will be asked about the Prime Minister’s position and how he is being
blackmailed.

FUT T Y fRUfT 3R 3% F sAwad a1 1387 §, 39 R JaTd g S|

That’'s why they don’t want to discuss”.

SHife 3 =t =8 B argd 1

As soon as the Lok Sabha proceedings began, the House witnessed repeated
adjournments with Opposition MPs raising slogans.

SR & AeaHT P} HriaTd) T g3, fuah |l & TR @ § W § TR-IR R g
Jagadambika Pal, who was chairing the proceedings, accused them of wasting taxpayers’
money—about ¥9 crore per day—by holding the House “hostage”.

PIAATE! BT LTEIT PR I8 SRISIIPT UTe = 3RIT AT fob I BRSTarai & YA 29
PRI Uldfed—! T8l PR | & 3R T Bl “SUd” IR/ 8

Mr. Pal described the Opposition’s behaviour as “immature and irresponsible” and alleged
that it was working with a political agenda to disrupt proceedings by preventing the House
from taking up the resolution against Mr. Birla.

ot urer 7 fauar & aER &1 “3uius iR IR-ReR” Far 3R RIY @ & a8

ISP TSST & WY HriaTe! STfed o 387 § dife A faven & f@are uwra & 9 & 761

ferar ST 9 |

The issue of taking up the West Asia crisis first was discussed at a meeting of senior
leaders of the INDIA bloc on Monday morning at Congress president and Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha Malllkarjun Kharge’s office in Parliament.

Ui TlRr Jee o1 Ugd a1 &1 TE] JIHdR Ya8 I¥e J IeaaHT # faue & A sk
PN eaes AfCTPTo- WS & HrETad H INDIA TEaYH & aRky Aarsi & 9 & =i
fobar |

Ahead of the start of proceedings, INDIA bloc MPs protested outside the Parliament.

HAdTe! = B Y U8 INDIA TS & Ai¥el - 6AG & 16R faviY HerH foban

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page14



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

Govt. sends feelers to Opposition on
women’s quota Act implementation

Sobhana K. Nair
Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

The government has
reached out to several Op-
position leaders, seeking
their opinion on bringing
an amendment to advance
the timeline on the imple-
mentation of the Constitu-
tion (One Hundred and
Sixth Amendment) Act, or
Nari Shakti Vandan Adhini-
yam, sources said.

The Act seeks to allocate
33% of the seats to directly
elected legislative bodies,
including the Lok Sabha
and State Assemblies, to
women.

The legislation, more
commonly known as the
women’s reservation Bill,
2023 was passed by Parlia-
ment in a special session,
the first one in the new Par-
liament building, on Sep-
tember 21, 2023. The Lok
Sabha passed the Bill with
454 votes in favour and
two against. The Rajya Sab-
ha passed the Bill unani-
mously, with 214 votes in
favour and none against.

Section 5 of the Act
states that the reservation
for women will come into

effect “after an exercise of

delimitation is undertaken
for this purpose after the
relevant figures for the first
Census taken after com-
mencement of Act...” The
Union Cabinet cleared the
decks for the Census on
December 12, 2025, to be
undertaken in two phases
— “houselisting and hous-
ing census” — between
April and September 2026,
and population enumera-
tion in February 2027. The
timeline for delimitation,
which is expected to in-
crease the number of Lok
Sabha seats, continues to
be ambiguous.

Sources in the govern-
ment confirmed to The
Hindu that “informal feel-
ers” had been sent to sev-
eral Opposition leaders,

We will not
QQ disclose now as
to what the [critical] Bill
is, but we will bring up
one very important
business in the second
part [of the Budget
Session|
KIREN RIJJU

Parliamentary Affairs Minister

seeking their opinion on
introducing amendments
to the Act, removing the
necessity to wait for the
completion of the Census,
which, in turn, would help
in initiating the delimita-
tion exercise.

“We have sent messages
informally on this, nothing
formal or even suggestions
from our side have been
shared. If there is a formal
movement on this, it will
be shared,” a senior source
in the government said.
The source did not clarify
on the fate of the delimita-
tion exercise, or whether
there were any thoughts
on the implementation of
the Act before the exercise.

Speaking to reporters at
Tawang in Arunachal Pra-
desh, Union Parliamentary

Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
on February 15 had stated
that the second part of the
Budget Session, which be-
gan on Monday, would be
“interesting” as several
“important” legislation,
and a “critical” Bill, would
be presented in Parliament
for debate and passage.
“We will bring some im-
portant Bills, including one
critical Bill. We will not dis-
close now as to what the
Bill is, but we will bring up
one very important busi-
ness in the second part. We
will pass all these Bills,” Mr.
Rijiju had said.

The ambiguity in the ti-
meline of the implementa-
tion was the main thrust of
the Opposition’s criticism
during the debate on the
law in Parliament. Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge, also the Leader of
Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha, speaking during the
debate, had said that there
was no need to “link wo-
men’s reservation with
Census and delimitation”.
He had criticised the go-
vernment that by placing
these two conditions, the
Bill could turn out to be a
mere “jumla”.

10Mar. Govt. sends feelers to Opposition on women’s quota Act
implementation

Afgar Revr AfUFaH & Swraf<agd )R IWeR A faue F Jud fear

e The government has reached out to several Opposition leaders, seeking their opinion on
bringing an amendment to advance the timeline on the implementation of the Constitution
(One Hundred and Sixth Amendment) Act, or Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, sources
said.

PR A Fs faueh Aarsit ¥ Tud fHar g iR Jfaur @ T so1 Ime=) sifufaw, ar
AR =fad de1 iftfa & Hrafaas & TEiar & 3 96 & oy "=ied aF IR S9!
g giift g, T i A Hal

e The Act seeks to allocate 33% of the seats to directly elected legislative bodies, including
the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies, to women.
g5 JAfrferm I faffea faemft fFrera & 330 AE afgensit @1 37 &1 urau™ Fxar g, fod
BT 3R I FAUTaHTE =N &

e The legislation, more commonly known as the women'’s reservation Bill, 2023, was passed
by Parliament in a special session, the first one in the new Parliament building, on
September 21, 2023.

Tg fadaes, o/ 3 IR R Afgar smre&mr fadas 2023 F71 911 8, 4 & fARw @ # 21
Rydar 2023 &1 uilkd fasan a1, S ¢ H@HE Ha= | SEIfSd ggar 9 ol

e The Lok Sabha passed the Bill with 454 votes in favour and two against.

WHIHT 3 39 AATP P 454 Hal & FHAT 3R 1 faRiy & Try uila fHan
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The Rajya Sabha passed the Bill unanimously, with 214 votes in favour and none
against.

ISTTHT 7 39 fadae & gdawfa § uikd far, s 214 7a 09 # ok vep ot fata &

SR

Section 5 of the Act states that the reservation for women will come into effect “after an

exercise of delimitation is undertaken for this purpose after the relevant figures for the

first Census taken after commencement of Act...”

SfIfSraT &Y 4RT 5 Fedl § for afgarst & fore snvervr g @ g o9 “sifuferan & @

%ﬂ?wmmﬂw%uﬁﬁw TSI P 91 39 ST P forg ulkefin= &1 e
SITE...”

The Union Cabinet cleared the decks for the Census on December 12, 2025, to be
undertaken in two phases — “houselisting and housing census” — between April and
September 2026, and population enumeration in February 2027.
¥ty ufimea I 12 fweR 2025 DI FAIOET o forg Tt &, for Y wvon | fasar s —
«gT3 Il ok gTeRiT ST 3t A RidaR 2026 & &, 3R FHwE@AT TUET WIS
2027 H|
The timeline for delimitation, which is expected to increase the number of Lok Sabha seats,
continues to be ambiguous.
gﬁ@nﬂﬁw@m, RS Seayr Wel & Tom s Bt I 8, 3l ot sy wf g8
I
Sources in the government confirmed that “informal feelers” had been sent to several
Opposition leaders, seeking their opinion on introducing amendments to the Act, removing
the necessity to wait for the completion of the Census, which, in turn, would help in initiating
the delimitation exercise.
WHR & Al 3 P 1 {6 s faueh Aareii o «sru=nfye Tdar 3o T e,
Sfferm o =Y aF IR S9! I/ TR TS § d1fds SIFRTUET G 81 &1 SR $HRA Bt
HTIRAH T §eTs ol b 3R ST TR ufehan Y& o3 & Heg fid |
“We have sent messages informally on this, nothing formal or even suggestions from our
side have been shared.

T 39 R ARG " Ul §, TR 3R ¥ onft o BIs fu=nies a1 geima I gt
ERIRIEIE

If there is a formal movement on this, it will be shared,” a senior source in the government
said.

I 39 W P13 NUETRS Ugd Bidt 8 dl I W1 {571 ST, TSR & T aivy T - Fell
The source did not clarify on the fate of the delimitation exercise, or whether there were any
thoughts on the implementation of the Act before the exercise.

T A uia= ufshar & Hiow a1 39d ugd I & Sraft<aaa & SR & $is WedT 96t
dh

Speaking to reporters at Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh, Union Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju on February 15 had stated that the second part of the Budget
Session, which began on Monday, would be “interesting” as several “important”
legislation, and a “critical” Bill, would be presented in Parliament for debate and passage.
SFUMTE USRI & qaiT & THHRI I §1d R gU Heig Taera wrd =it fame RSy 7 15
WA B HYT U1 [ Toie T BT ORI YT, S AR ¥ e gofl, “feaeu g =ife &5
“Heg@qul” fAd® SR 1e “weayul fya @ue & 991 3R uid o3 & forg A s

“We will bring some important Bills, including one critical Bill.

T § AEayul A e, Rrs te weeayut fer »f zfire gl

We will not disclose now as to what the Bill is, but we will bring up one very important
business in the second part.

g1 3nft 7 1t aar i g e a1 B, Afe g W § U wgd Hewyul fawy o S|
We will pass all these Bills,” Mr. Rijiju had said.

g9 37 9t fadaet o uiva &<, ot RfSrer A we1 M

The ambiguity in the timeline of the implementation was the main thrust of the
Opposition’s criticism during the debate on the law in Parliament.
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PG Bt THIHHT T 3RYTAT &1 WG & B IR 969 P GRM [AUgl B Tera=1 &
ST e |

e Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge, also the Leader of Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha, speaking during the debate, had said that there was no need to “link women’s
reservation with Census and delimitation”.

PN el AfeRTpTo Wsil, off WaayT § fAuer F Aar it §, I Teu F RA Fe1 U1 %
«HIEAT SREUT B SIRTUMET 3R TREAHT T siiga Y sewd g1 87|

¢ He had criticised the government that by placing these two conditions, the Bill could turn
out to be a mere “jumla”.

IR TBR P T H §UPe1 5 37 Q) 2l 1 7 & 7 Ry ot “gwar
§IHR 8 hal g

INDIA bloc may move impeachment
motion against CEC Gyanesh Kumar

Sobhana K. Nair T — Constitution says the CEC
NEW DELHI can be removed through a

_ The Indian National Deve-
lopmental, Inclusive Al-
liance (INDIA) parties are
likely to move an impeach-
ment motion against Chief
Election = Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar in
the coming days.

According to sources,
the Deputy Leader of the
Trinamool Congress in the
Lok Sabha, Satabdi Roy,
raised the issue at the
meeting chaired by the
Congress chief and Leader
of the Opposition in the Ra-
jya Sabha, Mallikarjun
Kharge, at his office.

Next step

Ms. Roy, sources said, un-
derlined that it has been
four days since West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee began her protest

v

Plan of action: Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi, Mallikarjun Kharge

and other INDIA leaders at a meeting in Parliament on Monday. ANI

against the deletion of
names from the electoral
rolls during the special in-
tensive revision carried out
by the Election Commis-
sion. She argued that it was
crucial for the Opposition
to take the next step by
moving an impeachment
motion against Mr. Kumar.
Other Opposition leaders
agreed with the sugges-

tion, sources said.

While the Trinamool is
piloting the motion, the
Opposition is working out
the details, including the
House in which the motion
will be moved. A senior
Opposition leader said
they have the requisite
numbers to introduce the
motion in either House.

Article 324(5) of the

impeachment process si-
milar to that of a Supreme
Court judge. It requires a
motion supported by a
two-thirds majority of
members present and vot-
ing in both the Lok Sabha
and the Rajya Sabha. In the
Rajya Sabha, it must be
signed by 50 members and
in the Lok Sabha by 100
members. The motion
must specify the grounds
for seeking removal.

Once the motion is
moved, the Chair of the
respective House must
constitute a special com-
mittee to investigate the al-
legations. If the panel finds
the CEC guilty, a vote is
held on its report. After
both Houses approve the
motion, the President is-
sues the final order for re-
moval.

10Mar. INDIA bloc may move impeachment motion against CEC Gyanesh
Kumar

éNDIAWWH@mmmw%WWWWWW

e INDIA bloc may move impeachment motion against CEC Gyanesh Kumar.
INDIA TTSaY= YT AT YT JTH FHAR & RIATH HGHHIART WRTd o Thell 6|

e The Indian National Developmental, Inclusive Alliance (INDIA) parties are likely to move
an impeachment motion against Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar in
the coming days.
3T AR Sqauled, SRR AR (INDIA) & ol 31 ardl el & 481 gH1a Sgad
(CEC) IH%I $UR & RIATH HTIART UdTd &1 ¥ehd g |

e According to sources, the Deputy Leader of the Trinamool Congress in the Lok Sabha,
Satabdi Roy, raised the issue at the meeting chaired by the Congress chief and Leader of
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the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge, at his office.
A & AR AHHHT W U HH B IRl AdTd! I 7 T8 eI S 3remed 3R
ISTT H faues & Aar AfcTd o @S &1 iegedl 8 gs d6d § 3Hd sratad § e[|

Next step
STl hgH

e Ms. Roy, sources said, underlined that it has been four days since West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee began her protest against the deletion of names from the
electoral rolls during the special intensive revision carried out by the Election
Commission.

Al & STER it I 7 He1 % ufdm da o gt qudr el gR1 AT ST gRI
ﬁmwﬁﬁhmﬁ&m%aﬁmmmﬁﬁwmaﬁ%@wﬁﬁﬂuw%
fU g aR A8 g &1

e She argued that it was crucial for the Opposition to take the next step by moving an

impeachment motion against Mr. Kumar.

ﬁﬁ%m%ﬁv&r%ﬁmmwﬁaaﬁw%@wﬁmww
gyl 31

e Other Opposition leaders agreed with the suggestion, sources said.
Al & IR 37 faueh Aareit 7 +ft 33 gana ¥ vgafa Sars|

o While the Trinamool is piloting the motion, the Opposition is working out the details,
including the House in which the motion will be moved.

STRT JUME U 3H AT DI 3 §GT 5! §, o] [AU&H 39 e died 3 [Jaxoll W $11

HR YT § Og! I8 WRdTd A S|
o Asenior Opposition leader said they have the requisite numbers to introduce the motion
in either House.

gmmﬁﬁmﬁw%mwmmmﬁmﬁﬁwm%%nmm
|

e Article 324(5) of the Constitution says the CEC can be removed through an impeachment
process similar to that of a Supreme Court judge.
TR BT 3D 324(5) HET ¢ fob GBI AT ST &I T P &b ezt &t e
TR ufthar & AIem ¥ ger o 96l g

e Itrequires a motion supported by a two-thirds majority of members present and voting in
both the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha.
TP fOTY AIPaHT 3R IHHT ST H IURYT 3R e B arel el & §1-faers sgad
I gaffq wRTa aRa BT B

¢ Inthe Rajya Sabha, it must be signed by 50 members and in the Lok Sabha by 100
members.
ISHYT & 39 50 Aol gRT 3R TAHTUT & 100 Wl gRT gxneid g anfeu|

e The motion must specify the grounds for seeking removal.
UG § g & YR WY FU Y Y S Mgl

e Once the motion is moved, the Chair of the respective House must constitute a special
committee to investigate the allegations.
e YT U T ST §, o efeid e 3 Sremed oY SRIY &t 5 & fory ven famiy wfdfay
T FA1 Bl gl

e If the panel finds the CEC guilty, a vote is held on its report.
gfe aftfa ceC &1 gt urcht &, df Sua! fRulé R e S A1 g |

e After both Houses approve the motion, the President issues the final order for removal.

S H&! g1 URATE Wigd 51 & S1a APUTT geT BT o S Skt Hd &
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Bengal SIR test: reading the SC’s order

Why did the Supreme Court order the deployment of judicial officers to decide electoral roll disputes in West Bengal? What triggered the debate of whether

the Election Commission should be equipped with permanent staff? With 60

EXPLAINER
Kumar Utsav

The story so far:

n February 20, 2026, the
Supreme Court invoked its
powers under Article 142 of

the Constitution and decided
to deploy judicial officers in the State of
West Bengal to adjudicate and revisit
cases and documents submitted under
the category of “logical discrepancies”
and “unmapped cases” for inclusion or
exclusion of names from the electoral roll.
This course of action was adopted when
the second phase of the special intensive
revision (SIR) of electoral rolls was
nearing completion.

The Court intervened after the Election
Commission of India (EC) submitted
before the court that, despite repeated
requests, the State had not provided
Group ‘A’ officers of the rank of SDO/SDM
to carry out the quasi-judicial functions of
Electoral Registration Officers (EROs).
According to the EC, instead of such
officers, personnel at clerical levels and
from Group ‘B’ and ‘C’ cadres were
deployed, making it untenable to entrust
them with the adjudication of cases
involving scrutiny of documents in a
number of cases. The State, however,
disputed this assertion before the Court.

Against this backdrop, the Supreme
Court initially sought the assistance of
judicial officers from West Bengal and, by
subsequent orders, facilitated the
deployment of additional judicial officers
from neighbouring Odisha and Jharkhand
(subject to the discretion of the Chief
Justice of the Calcutta High Court), having
regard to the nearly 60 lakh cases
requiring adjudication.

‘Why was the Court compelled to
intervene?

Earlier, on February 4, 2026, when the
Chief Minister of West Bengal chose to
appear in person before the Supreme
Court in the SIR matter, the hearing drew

B R TRy

ra)

g i g—
People appear for scrutiny of SIR documents in Balurghat, West Bengal. pTi

nationwide attention. Still, the Court
made it clear that it would not permit any
impediment to the continuation of the SIR
process.

During the second phase of the SIR in
West Bengal, the State challenged the
decision of the EC to deploy
Micro-Observers to assist the
EROs/Assistant EROs, contending that
such deployment was contrary to law.
The EC justified the step on the grounds
that it was compelled to do so due to the
non-availability of adequate Group ‘A’
officers of the rank of SDO/SDM despite
repeated requests to the State.

Another concern raised by the State
related to the notices issued under the
‘logical discrepancies’ category, which it
alleged were contrary to the SIR
guidelines and issued on an ad-hoc basis.
The EC contended that such verification
was necessary and in accordance with the
SIR, as in several cases electors had been
incorrectly or wrongly linked to the last
SIR.

Even after extensions of time for
hearings, nearly 60 lakh cases are
pending adjudication in West Bengal. This
stands in contrast to similarly placed
States such as in Tamil Nadu and Kerala,
which were able to complete the SIR

exercise within the prescribed and

ded timeli While the i di:
dispute concerned the conduct of the SIR
in West Bengal, the episode exposes a
deeper institutional gap in India’s
electoral framework.

Has the time come to equip EC with
permanent staff machinery?

At the heart of the issue is a structural
feature of India’s electoral system: the EC
does not have a permanent staff of its
own for the preparation of electoral rolls
or the conduct of elections. Instead, it
functions through personnel
requisitioned from the Central and State
governments under the constitutional
scheme.

This question was debated in the
Constituent Assembly during the
consideration of draft Article 289 (present
Article 324). While Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, in
moving the clause, observed that the EC’s
work would be uneven and argued that
creating a separate permanent machinery
could lead to duplication of machinery
and unnecessary expenditure, Mr. R.K.
Sidhwa, representing the Central
Provinces and Berar, expressed a contrary
concern that bears relevance in the
current episode.

10Mar. Bengal SIR test: reading the SC’s order
T SIR URIEOT: WA DIE & ST BT THSHT

Mr. Sidhwa argued that reliance on
staff drawn from the provinces would
render the scheme imperfect, since such
personnel would ultimately remain
responsible to the executive. If the
executive were inclined to play mischief,
it could issue informal or even secret
instructions to such staff to act according
to its behests, which they may well
comply with as their permanent duty
ultimately lies with the executive. He
therefore advocated a Commission with
its own machinery, contending that such
abody could ensure a permanent and
accurate electoral roll.

The controversy surrounding the
deployment of EROs in West Bengal
revives the unresolved institutional
question: whether the time has come to
equip the EC with a permanent
machinery, at least for the preparation
and continuous updation of the rolls.

What does publication of the final roll
mean?

While the final roll published on
February, 28, 2026, has 7.04 electors at
present, nearly 60 lakh cases remain
pending adjudication before judicial
officers. Upon such adjudication, eligible
electors would be included by way of
supplementary lists. Further, as names
may be added up to one day prior to the
date of nomination, the present figure of
7.04 crore is likely to increase.

Holding the line: the ECI’s
institutional stance
‘The Supreme Court’s decision to facilitate
the deployment of judicial officers strikes
a careful balance between ensuring the
timely completion of the SIR, in view of
the upcoming elections, and imparting
the degree of seriousness that the exercise
inherently warrants. Equally, the EC’s
stance justifies the trust reposed in it by
the Constitution’s framers under Article
324-to safeguard the integrity of the
electoral roll.

(Kumar Utsav is an advocate based in
Delhi whose area of practice includes
election law. Views expressed are personal)

lakh cases pending adjudication, what does publication of final rolls mean?

THE GIST

v

The special intensive revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in West
Bengal has run into trouble
with the EC's deployment of
Micro-Observers to assist
EROs/Assistant EROs. It has
prompted the West Bengal
government to move the
Supreme Court against it

v

The EC said the State had not
provided Group ‘A’ officers of
the rank of SDO/SDM to carry
out the quasi-judicial functions
of Electoral Registration
Officers (EROs). According to
the EC, instead of such officers,
personnel at clerical levels and
from Group ‘B’ and ‘C’ cadres
were deployed. Consequently,
making it untenable to entrust
them with the adjudication of
cases.

On February 20, 2026, the Supreme Court invoked its powers under Article 142 of the

Constitution.

20 WRA 2026 DI GHH B 7 AAUE & AFwG 142 & dgd 0 HAGRI T I9ANT foha|

It decided to deploy judicial officers in the State of West Bengal.

rgray

3 ufdw I Isa H

P SAfRUPTRAY B d-1d B &1 vy femm

These officers were tasked to adjudicate and revisit cases and documents submitted under
“logical discrepancies” and “unmapped cases”.

3 ffp1ial o “arfde fainfaal

(logical discrepancies)” 3R “3FATS ﬂTHT’ﬁ

(unmapped cases)” & 3fFTd UKId AT 3R GEXATAS &I TS 3R YH: ST B BT H1Y

T |

The purpose was to determine inclusion or exclusion of names from the electoral roll.
DT I5 T TGl JAt & A BI TS AT g™ T FUg B 1|

This step was taken when the second phase of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of

electoral rolls was nearing completion.

I8 HeH a9 I3[ 71 ofd HagHal Gt & fa=I T8+ YAHT (SIR) T GERT IROT T TR

B arar ol

The Court intervened after the Election Commission of India (EC) informed it of certain

difficulties.

YR & GG RN (EC) GRI $S B35 B BRI ¢4 & dI¢ Ty - gxia fodr|

The EC stated that despite repeated requests, the State government had not provided
Group ‘A’ officers of the rank of SDO/SDM.

AT AT A I o TR-IR SFRIY B & S[dg]G ed PR 7 SDO/SDM KR & Group
‘A ATRBTIRAT DT IUSTS &T BT
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e These officers were required to perform quasi-judicial functions as Electoral Registration
Officers (EROS).
3 fYHTRA! DI Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) & ¥U 7 -1 ST 3 T
e According to the EC, the State instead deployed clerical-level personnel and officials from
Group ‘B’ and ‘C’ cadres.
AT ST & AR I A TS R R FANG S TR P HHART TUT Group ‘B’ 3 C’
h? & SHYSIRT BT o=1d |
e Such personnel could not reasonably be entrusted with scrutiny of documents and
adjudication of cases.

U SHARG} B gRaTdell B §rd R 7Hea) & Fofa &) et = 3frd =78 | man)

e However, the State government disputed this assertion before the Supreme Court.
TSI I WIPR + 39 &1d I GHIA HIE & A af|
e Against this backdrop, the Supreme Court initially sought the assistance of judicial officers
from West Bengal.
39 YRy & JiiH ®1d A Usd ufi dwma & i siftretivay o g At
o Later orders facilitated the deployment of additional judicial officers from Odisha and
Jharkhand.
e & 3w # NfEwm ok gIREs ¥ sifafkad =i Tl &1 a-Tdt & a1 o1 TS
e This deployment was subject to the discretion of the Chief Justice of the Calcutta High
Court.

g I P 818 DI S YOI TN & [AIBIRIBR & 37efi off|

e The step was taken considering nearly 60 lakh cases requiring adjudication.

Tg fofa T 60 @TE ATHE & YR $T STaRaEmdr & @ § 79d gy foram T

Why was the Court compelled to intervene?

TATAY P gEIEY B DI ATIRIH AT ) US1?

e Earlier, on February 4, 2026, the Chief Minister of West Bengal appeared personally before
the Supreme Court in the SIR matter.

T Ugd 4 RaEs 2026 &1 UFHH STe @1 GRAT SIR ATHA & W GHA B & I0e

Jufya gs Al

e The hearing attracted nationwide attention.
U GAATS - GRIUR BT 4T SATH Y |

e The Court made it clear that it would not permit any impediment to the continuation of the
SIR process.

T = WY &1 f SIR ufspar &) SR} 1@ # Pis 94T WIHR el ol St |

e During the second phase of the SIR in West Bengal, the State challenged the EC’s
decision to deploy Micro-Observers.

gf3H &ma # SIR %WW%WWW% Micro-Observers &1 aHTd & EC &
fAofg & g

e These observers were deployed to assist EROs and Assistant EROs.
ERCal B%EICI EROs 3 Assistant EROs ! JgTIdl &7 |

e The State argued that such deployment was contrary to law.
g 7 a fean o ¥t 1 e & faudia 81

e The Election Commission justified the step citing the non-availability of adequate Group
‘A’ officers of the rank of SDO/SDM.
AT TN - §9 HeH DI IRId 3eX1d gU HT fh SDO/SDM &R & T Group ‘A’
SfUeRY Iuaisy gt A1

e This was despite repeated requests to the State government.
I U I IRBR F TR-IR SRIY B & S1a9g a1 el

e Another concern raised by the State related to notices issued under “logical
discrepancies”.

RE] “logical discrepancies” guft & St oRY Afedl w oft smufy \_rl?l'l'scl
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The State alleged that such notices were contrary to SIR guidelines and issued on an ad-
hoc basis.

37T BT SR AT 35 3 Aifew sIR famnfE=n & favs ok 79w &1 9 IRt fvg

The Election Commission argued that such verification was necessary and consistent with
the SIR process. ]

TG 3TN A g1 {3 Tt g smaxaes o 3R SIR ufthan & 3wy 2|

In several cases, electors had been incorrectly or wrongly linked to the last SIR.

Hs AHA! B gdararst & fIsd SIR | Ted aitd A SST AT Uil

Even after extensions of time for hearings, nearly 60 lakh cases remain pending
adjudication in West Bengal.

FAaTs & iU 0T 91T 9 & STac[e UiW §Ta & a4 60 aRa drTa ot off wifaa €1
This situation contrasts with Tamil Nadu and Kerala, which completed the SIR exercise
within the prescribed timelines.

gngn?ﬁahmﬁ?méﬁtraﬁﬁw%ﬂﬁsmmﬁuﬁam%ﬂmqﬂm
|

While the immediate dispute concerns the conduct of the SIR in West Bengal, the episode
reveals a deeper institutional gap in India’s electoral framework.

gIdite debldl faaTe Uf¥H &Ted & SIR & HaATe I Yefdd 8, I8 UeT HRd & fafa= efa o
T TeY TRINTT 3R B! Y I9PR Bt 2l

Permanent Staff for the Election Commission of India (ECI)

YRd fFafteq maT (EC)) & fore QT e &t smaxgedr

Has the time come to equip the Election Commission of India (ECI) with a permanent staff
machinery?
HT 3T T 31 71 ] 6 uRa fAafea st (ec)) &) wurdt e @F 3 gufs fear s
At the heart of the issue is a structural feature of India’s electoral system.
T Ge & B § URd & FHatas yoreht @) te @R faRivar g
The ECI does not have a permanent staff of its own for the preparation of electoral rolls or
the conduct of elections.
ECI & UNY HagTdT el dUR $ I GA1d B & [T 301 Rt W Tw 81 3|
Instead, it functions through personnel requisitioned from the Central and State
governments under the constitutional scheme.
3P TO U5 YU ARIT S d5d D& MY Ied WPRI | [ T ST & Ared
¥ BT Rl g
This question was debated in the Constituent Assembly during the consideration of Draft
Article 289 (present Article 324).
Tg Uy AU TUT & URST 3G 289 (AU TG 324) WR fIaR & SR Iam/T 77 |
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, while moving the clause, observed that the ECI’s work would be
uneven.
g‘;q:ran? ATISH + U YT B! URJd PR gU BT [ ECI BT BT FARaR a1 T8l
I

He argued that creating a separate permanent machinery could lead to duplication of
machinery and unnecessary expenditure.
IR qh 16T b T RITAt & T I URMAAS SIgRTa 3R SATa® W 51 9hdl 5
However, Mr. R.K. Sidhwa, representing the Central Provinces and Berar, raised a
contrary concern.
%%ﬁmmﬁﬁﬁeﬁ?wwuﬁrﬁr@amﬁaﬁwt Ritar 3 we faudia fiar sgaa

I
His concern has renewed relevance in the current episode.
! feldT aea ge & dey # R 9 Ui 81 5 5
Mr. Sidhwa argued that reliance on staff drawn from the provinces would render the
system imperfect.

Ryerar 3 we1 & widta sl w fAkar 39 vomet &1 erquf &1 &
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Such personnel would ultimately remain responsible to the executive.

T HHART Sidd: HRITIST & Ufd Saraes o

If the executive wished to interfere, it could issue informal or secret instructions to such
staff.

e STIYTfereT SXIAY HIAT IR ol 98 U HHATRAT &I Y= a7 T 3% ¢ gaheht 2
Those employees might comply because their permanent duty lies with the executive
authority.

Y HHART FHIA: I e BT 1A S Fifds ST IR IR SRIuTfreT & ufd sid1 g |
He therefore advocated creating a Commission with its own machinery.

ST S5 MU W4 & & aTd STINT B RITIT BT 9 o

According to him, such a system could ensure a permanent and accurate electoral roll.
FP TR T dF Rt 3R Tt Aagrar Gt YAda &R gHhd gl

The controversy over the deployment of Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) in West
Bengal revives this unresolved institutional question.

uf3 §7e H Electoral Registration Officers (EROSs) DI T BT AP T f3are A B
TS TN Uy H! R 3 ofifad #= faar g1

The question is whether the ECI should now have permanent machinery, at least for the
preparation and continuous updation of electoral rolls.

UY I8 § % 1 3@ ECI & U HH I 1 Aderal I AR 4 R I9d fAar srera- &
foe Tt = g =g

Meaning of publlcatlon of the final electoral roll

Sife Hagrar Tt & uHRE o1

The final electoral roll published on February 28, 2026, has 7.04 crore electors at present.
28 TRER! 2026 HI YHIRIG Siferd Teaerar gt & g9 H 7.04 HIS AAGT &9l o |

However, nearly 60 lakh cases remain pending adjudication before judicial officers.
BT T 60 R HTES 3nft ot TR eifrepTival % THe whe 2|

After adjudication, eligible electors will be included through supplementary lists.

fofa & a1e Ut AagaTe o e gfwal & Trey § ST S|

Furthermore, names can be added up to one day prior to the date of nomination.

TP SAATET AP B Sifaw Al & Te fa ugd oo +ff 7 Wi o wavdl §

Therefore, the current figure of 7.04 crore electors is likely to increase.

3IRTT 7.04 PS AAGATSHT Bt IAHM T 3R Tg4 B HHEAT B |

Holding the line: the ECI’s institutional stance

fRufa 91T T@= T ECI 3 SRITTT YDt

The Supreme Court’s decision to deploy judicial officers attempts to strike a careful
balance.

W%ﬁémﬁvh forrt} =R siftreTial @Y Q9T @1 S <1 71, U wgfrd SR
cuifar g1

It ensures the timely completion of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR).

78 faRy T TR (SIR) @ Ry U= qufdr IR erar g

This is important in view of the upcoming elections.

Ig SAMTHT gATat & oo & Aeayuf g

At the same time, it ensures the seriousness and credibility of the exercise.

Ty €t g Ufshar ) iR iR fayaaar &1 «ff gRfd srar 3l

The Election Commission’s stance also justifies the trust placed in it by the framers of
the Constitution.

AT TN o1 3@ I8 | gxifan § & wfyur Fafaret grt 9 wr v man fayra ke
Tl
Under Article 324, the ECI is entrusted with safeguarding the integrity of the electoral roll.

3G 324 F d8d ECI B HaGTdT il 1 YRIAT 3R SRSl B I&T H1 Sl 197 T 8
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HSdl g
ot Covermance - S Bitter milk
Bitter milk e gy

Detecting violation of rules in time is
better than stringent penalties

he events in Rajamahendravaram in And-
hra Pradesh involving the mass poisoning
of consumers by milk contaminated with
ethylene glycol sound a regulatory alarm. As of
March 8, the death toll was 11, with approximate-
ly 20 other people, including infants, hospital-
ised. The police have invoked Sections 103 (pun-
ishment for murder) and 105 (culpable homicide
not amounting to murder) of the BNS. The ven-
dor allegedly continued to supply the milk des-
pite complaints about a bitter taste and being
warned that a coolant leak could be poisonous,
so it seems reasonable that the State is treating
gross negligence in food safety as a serious crimi-
nal offence. However, there could also be coun-
terproductive effects. Milk is a staple in Indian
households and contamination by an industrial
compound already infamous in India for its leth-
ality carries the potential to trigger a crisis of con-
fidence in local, unbranded milk supplies. Chil-
dren and the elderly are most affected by
ethylene glycol poisoning due to their higher me-
tabolic sensitivity and lower renal reserves, res-
pectively. This could push people towards pas-
teurised milk from regulated cooperatives such
as Amul or Vijaya, which seems desirable, but a
large share of milk is also distributed in India
through small vendors. Since the State has in-
voked criminal charges, including ‘murder’,
against the offenders, marginal actors may quit
the market or shift further into informality,
which can paradoxically undermine oversight.
Though the State may be projecting a strong
hand at work by criminalising the vendor’s al-
leged conduct, the importance of regulations
cannot be overstated. Food-safety compliance is
as much about punishing bad actors as about re-
ducing the cost of doing the right thing. In the in-
formal supply chain, cold-chain monitoring and
hygiene inspections are almost entirely absent,
leaving room for contamination. Subsidised test-
ing kits and cooperative chilling facilities can thus
reduce the risk at small dairies. Regulators may
also consider safe-harbour provisions that ease
penalties for dairy operators who report contam-
ination at their facilities; this could also encour-
age early disclosure, giving authorities time to
save lives. But this also makes consistent enforce-
ment crucial. That a dairy could operate without
a safety licence for 11 years raises serious ques-
tions about the oversight of the local government
and the FSSAI: the local authorities failed to con-
duct periodic field audits, and the FSSAI did not
enforce standardised safety protocols. The risk of
being detected becomes negligible and even the
harshest criminal charges cannot amount to a
meaningful preventive measure. An effective sys-
tem must realise that reliably detecting violations
and imposing timely sanctions are a better deter-
rent than stringent penalties that do not aid en-
forcement and rarely lead to convictions.

e Detecting violation of rules in time is better than
stringent penalties

JHY 354 fAaHl & I &1 UdT AT PR &8 o1 A
IR T

e The events in Rajamahendravaram in Andhra
Pradesh involving the mass poisoning of consumers by
milk contaminated with ethylene glycol sound a regulatory
alarm.
3Ty UG b AeTHe%aH H CFU TIgela 3 gftd g &
HROT IGHIFATSH & ARIfE® faured g9 &t g Ue
frame Adra-t &1 debd el B

e As of March 8, the death toll was 11, with
approximately 20 other people, including infants,
hospitalized.

8 UTH I Yao! DI [WAT 11 81 718 At 3R THT 20 3=
o, ford fRrgy off =il 2, sreara & il o

e The police have invoked Sections 103
(punishment for murder) and 105 (culpable homicide not
amounting to murder) of the BNS.

gferT A IR =T |igdT (BNS) &1 YIRT 103 (T & forg
E3) 3R YRT 105 (T TR-31Ga g1 SN g1 181 A=
ST AN Pt 3

e The vendor allegedly continued to supply the milk
despite complaints about a bitter taste and being warned
that a coolant leak could be poisonous, so it seems
reasonable that the State is treating gross negligence in
food safety as a serious criminal offence.
faohar 7 HIUT T I U BT MYl IR W, Sfafds 39 ded
w1 &1 Rrerd off 3R g et off f 78 oft i e &
RaTa Sesien 81 Yohar 3, 3T IoT gRT WTe JR&m § 1R
ATIRATE! & THR STURTRIG SURTY T 3fd Welid gia 5|

e However, there could also be counterproductive
effects.
gTaiiTe 3T Ufaee wHTa +f €1 T B

e Milk is a staple in Indian households and
contamination by an industrial compound already infamous
in India for its lethality carries the potential to trigger a
crisis of confidence in local, unbranded milk supplies.
Y YRR WRY &1 U T 38R ¢ 3R URd § 30t
TPl & U H-ITd U EGIRE EARERCARHARG
BT R =11 Sis arel g9 3t Smyfel & fayry &1 dde
I IR GHA g |

e Children and the elderly are most affected by

ethylene glycol poisoning due to their higher metabolic
sensitivity and lower renal reserves, respectively.
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T 3R g5 TR ergeTa fauraar § 9w ifie yuifad gid 8, Fife 9=t 8§ 9=
TATTIY HAG-TRMAdr 3R 3G § H T &WaT gt ¢

This could push people towards pasteurised milk from regulated cooperatives such as
Amul or Vijaya, which seems desirable, but a large share of milk is also distributed in India
through small vendors.

Y AT e 1 fasran S fafafid et SR & UIRgied g¥ & SR off Udhd &, of
IS T §, AT URa § g &1 U g1 gt Bie fagpanait & mrem ¥ +ft faafka grar g1
Since the State has invoked criminal charges, including ‘murder’, against the offenders,
marginal actors may quit the market or shift further into informality, which can
paradoxically undermine oversight.

Tfeh T A SIRIT & RIAT g Aied STRIRIS R T §, IR Bie PRIGRT
TR BIS JHd ¢ T 3R 3P SIS &F T 9a off Yavd &, fored fage- gl w0 3
AR HHER 81 9 g
Though the State may be projecting a strong hand at work by criminalising the vendor’s
alleged conduct, the importance of regulations cannot be overstated.
T 1T fIhel & BT SR BT SURTY TN PR HSt PIATS e @1 ¢, bz +f ot &1
HEd DHH I 3T S bl |
Food-safety compliance is as much about punishing bad actors as about reducing the
cost of doing the right thing.
W GRET AU ST & e B3 arell ol gfsd A & IR o § fora1 i ot s
P B AT B $H HIA S IR T
In the informal supply chain, cold-chain monitoring and hygiene inspections are almost
entirely absent, leaving room for contamination.

e H pies-A PR SR wassar fFfteror am gt e srufd
g, T quuT 1 JUTa1 &1t X5t B
Subsidised testing kits and cooperative chilling facilities can thus reduce the risk at
small dairies.
$IforT AfoaSt arelt wigror fane SR HeaR) Haa gfaumw sie SRl § Sifew o1 $4
HR Gl B
Regulators may also consider safe-harbour provisions that ease penalties for dairy
operators who report contamination at their facilities; this could also encourage early
disclosure, g|V|ng authorities time to save lives.

FrrTHe TR AP-gTeR TTaHTl IR o R & 9odl €, R 99 399 Searae! ¥ R &S
U G TP SN 3T YA H GUUT B! I < ©; I WRFHS AT B! Uiedreg A sk
ISR &) Sfia a9 &1 g7 fFre|

But this also makes consistent enforcement crucial.

A 3 frrael & fARaR adq &1 7@ o 9¢ war g

That a dairy could operate without a safety licence for 11 years raises serious questions
about the oversight of the local government and the FSSAI.

Tg a {3 U SU 11 a6t ao 97 YR&m AT & Il @], R IRBR 3R FSSA| B
AR W TR vy 33T B

The local authorities failed to conduct periodic field audits, and the FSSAI did not enforce
standardised safety protocols.

T siftretial 3 Fafiyd Agr siifse 98t fFu 3R FSSAI A A Ied qRem Metara
o] el fbul

The risk of being detected becomes negligible and even the harshest criminal charges
cannot amount to a meaningful preventive measure.

39 fRUFT & uops ST T SRAA 0 81 ST 8 3R I8 B3R ATIRIYS RIY +f gHret
fraR® Iurg 78T 59 urd|

An effective system must realise that reliably detecting violations and imposing timely
sanctions are a better deterrent than stringent penalties that do not aid enforcement and
rarely lead to convictions.

T YA JuTTelt ol AT IRt b faya=ia U T Serg=il &7 gdl THET 3R 7Y R &8
AL AT, I HOR Gl J a5k ARy 8 Sl yae 7 #ag 781 dd 3R g g1 vt
ufifs 9% ugad B
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Trip to nowhere: IndiGo’s U.K. flight returns to Delhi after 14 hours in the
sky, as Eritrea flags permit issue

Pl Tl @t graT: TRISAT gRT Rf¥E 51 361 W IndiGo &t g &, IS 14
e arg faeett et

10Mar

Iran picks Mojtaba Khamenei as new leader

3 A HISqdT WIAAS S =91 31 4T

Trip to nowhere: IndiGo's UK. flight returns to Delhi
after 14 hours in the sky, as Eritrea flags permit issue

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

An IndiGo flight from Delhi
to Manchester was forced
to turn back from Eritrea
after being airborne for
nearly eight hours. Though
the aircraft had skirted the
conflict-affected Persian
Gulf, the flight effectively
took 14 hours and ended
where it began.

The prolonged diver-
sion was triggered by con-
fusion at the Air Traffic
Control in Eritrea over a
permit filed by IndiGo,
sources said.

The Boeing 7879 air-
craft, which IndiGo has
leased from the Norwegian
carrier Norse Atlantic Air-
ways, took off from Delhi
at half past midnight on
Monday. The Flight track-
ing website Flightradar24

A

The operational arrangement of th

shows that it avoided the
entire Gulf region, entered
Africa through Ethiopia
and was flying over Eritrea
when it did a u-turn and
started returning to Delhi.
It landed in Delhi at 2.30
p.m.

IndiGo had partially res-
umed flights to Europe on

e aircraft, leased from Norwegian
carrier Norse Atlantic Airways, triggered the confusion. FILE PHOTO

Sunday after more than a
week, and the service to
Manchester was its first
since February 26.

Confusion on operation
It is using a longer route ov-
er Africa to avoid the af-
fected airspace.

Monday’s diversion was

triggered by confusion ov-
er the operating arrange-
ment of the leased aircraft.
While overflight permits
are typically obtained by
the marketing carrier,
which in this case is Indi-
Go, it must state the carrier
under whose name the air-
craft is registered, which is
Norse Atlantic Airways.

Though the permit re-
flected this arrangement,
air traffic authorities in Eri-
trea were reportedly con-
fused by the involvement
of two airlines linked to the
same aircraft, triggering
the diversion.

“We are working with
the relevant authorities to
explore the possibilities of
resuming the journey,” In-
diGo said in a press
statement.

IndiGo’s London-Mum-
bai flight on Sunday was di-

verted to Cairo for the
same reason.

The flight is now sche-
duled to depart on Tues-
day, and the airline said it
was arranging hotel ac-
commodation for affected
passengers.

Two other IndiGo flights
to Amsterdam and London
that used the same route
were operated without any
incident.

Until now, all of IndiGo’s
European services had
been grounded as the
leased Boeing 787 aircraft
fall under the jurisdiction
of the European Union
Aviation Safety
Agency (EASA), which is-
sued an advisory on Febru-
ary 28 barring its carriers
from flying over 11 coun-
tries in West Asia following
airstrikes between U.S.-Is-
rael and Iran.

10Mar. Trip to nowhere: IndiGo’s U.K. flight returns to Delhi after 14 hours in
the sky, as Eritrea flags permit issue

Pl T8l @t arET: TRIAT gRT Rf¥e g1 36 WR IndiGo B 4 &. IS 14 Ue

are fowh adt

e Trip to nowhere: IndiGo’s U.K. flight returns to Delhi after 14 hours in the sky, as Eritrea

flags permit issue.

Fo! 6] B AET: IndiGo Bt P, IS feell I ISHR 14 °e T8 a0y A, Fifs Thfear
WRE gg1 38|

An IndiGo flight from Delhi to Manchester was forced to turn back from Eritrea after being
airborne for nearly eight hours.

e A AANEY O 381 U IndiGo ST P TRIHT 3TS U 8a1 § X6 & a1e gRiear 3 aruy
e & oy AeTeR g1 Ul

Though the aircraft had skirted the conflict-affected Persian Gulf, the flight effectively took
14 hours and ended where it began.

grailie [ = wad yHTfad ulkfas 7o &= J §9d gU ISH W, i +ff 98 IS e 14 0
el 3R T T g3 o6l ¥ [ g3 A

The prolonged diversion was triggered by confusion at the Air Traffic Control in Eritrea
over a permit filed by IndiGo, sources said.
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A & TR I8 da1 ARt uf¥aedT eiifear & TR b weid H IndiGo GRT SRR fhy U
WRIAE P! dax g3 Y9 3! R & HROT g3

e The Boeing 787-9 aircraft, which IndiGo has leased from the Norwegian carrier Norse
Atlantic Airways, took off from Delhi at half past midnight on Monday.
Boeing 787-9 ﬁ'ﬂT-‘-l, S’ IndiGo ﬁ?ﬁmmﬁq Norse Atlantic Airways Y T )
foran 8, WraR el 31d & a1 feweht @ IS w_

e The Flight tracking website Flightradar24 shows that it avoided the entire Gulf region,
entered Africa through Ethiopia and was flying over Eritrea when it did a u-turn and started
returning to Delhi.

TS 2fhT ATHTSE Flightradar24 & AR {0 3 R Tew 87 I 79 g¢ s &

IR AWIBT & AR faan iR wfefear & SR Isd Wy g da et dien e foan
e ltlanded in Delhi at 2.30 p.m.

g GIUEY 2:30 Tt feeett & I

¢ IndiGo had partially resumed flights to Europe on Sunday after more than a week, and the
service to Manchester was its first since February 26.

IndiGo 7 U IAWTE ¥ SIS T 91¢ IfAaR $I TRU F e Is™ 311l U 3 i & 1
off 3R ATARE B YdT 26 BRAT & a1G T Al

Confusion on operation

TATA Bl ABT UH

e ltis using alonger route over Africa to avoid the affected airspace.
Ig guTiad ga1s &9 ¥ ¥ & T SnpledT & SHUR wal AFf SHATe o Y81 8|

e Monday’s diversion was triggered by confusion over the operating arrangement of the
leased aircraft.
IR &1 ARt giad= i W e 78 faum & Harast saaRiT & A6 §U YH & SR
BTl

e While overflight permits are typically obtained by the marketing carrier, which in this case
is IndiGo, it must state the carrier under whose name the aircraft is registered, which is
Norse Atlantic Airways.
STHIR TR NARTATSE URTHE HIhTeI TaRETS GRI forl oirdl 8, S 39 A H IndiGo &,
A IV 3T TRz o1 914 +ff g gran | fords A W fawe dofied 8, S Norse

Atlantic Airways %l

e Though the permit reflected this arrangement, air traffic authorities in Eritrea were
reportedly confused by the involvement of two airlines linked to the same aircraft, triggering
the diversion.
gIailie URFAE # g e aifs 18 of, dfet uikfean & e ¢ftpes siftreiial o1 ues &t
foum @ ISt 3t vavarsl & yrfieRl & dax wH gafl, o) Art agaH usT|

o “We are working with the relevant authorities to explore the possibilities of resuming the
journey,” IndiGo said in a press statement.
g1 et rf¥refeal & Try firae? am fibe | IR= HA & JUEaTISi R FH FR B 8
IndiGo = U UH 919 | &gl

¢ IndiGo’s London-Mumbai flight on Sunday was diverted to Cairo for the same reason.
IATR B! IndiGo B deA-Hag I Hf ST HRU HIfRT P 3R Al & 71 A

e The flight is now scheduled to depart on Tuesday, and the airline said it was arranging hotel
accommodation for affected passengers.
31d U8 IS WITAAR HI TR &3 aTell § 3R TIRASH A Fel fob ag gunfaa it & faw
Fled aRIT IR L 5

e Two other IndiGo flights to Amsterdam and London that used the same route were
operated without any incident.
ST AN BT ITIRT B a1l IndiGo B & 37T IS TRESH R dg & fog fom fomelt we
& Tanferd gl

e Until now, all of IndiGo’s European services had been grounded as the leased Boeing 787
aircraft fall under the jurisdiction of the European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA),
which issued an advisory on February 28 barring its carriers from flying over 11 countries
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in West Asia following airstrikes between U.S.-Israel and Iran.
3§ P IndiGo T Tt TRIHT AG1Y &g o i Aot W fIT T Boeing 787 faum i
TY fuT GRedm ToiRll (EASA) & SR &3 & 311d §, SR 28 WRas} &) U WRTARf SR
HR 3T fIAHT 1 i TR & 11 3’1 & SR ISH HRA ¥ e fear of, S Sfipr-
IURTSA 3R I P I gaT gHE! & a1 oI} o a4

Iran picks Mojtaba Khamenei as new leader

The 57-year-old will be the third Supreme Leader of the Republic, after Khomeini and Khamenei; U.S. President Donald Trump had said last week

the new leader should be acceptable to him; Putin offers his ‘unwavering support’ for Mojtaba, while China says his selection is based on Constitution

oo S ———

ran’s Assembly of Ex-
lpens, an 88-member

clerical body, an-
nounced on Sunday night
that it had chosen Ayatol-
lah Mojtaba Khamenei,
son of Ayatollah Ali Kha-
menei, the former Su-
preme Leader who was as-
sassinated by a joint
American-Israeli strike on
February 28, as the coun-
try’s new leader.

The 57-year-old cleric
will be the third Supreme
Leader of the Islamic Repu-
blic, after Ayatollah Ruhol-
lah Khomeini, founder of
the republic, and Ali Kha-
menei, who held the posi-
tion for 37 years. Though
Iran has an elected Presi-
dent, the Supreme Leader
is the head of the state and
the commander-in-chief of
the country’s armed forc-
es, making him the most
powerful authority in the

_ system.

“By a decisive vote, the
Assembly of Experts ap-
pointed Ayatollah Seyyed
Mojtaba Hosseini Khame-
nei as the third Leader of
the sacred system of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran,” the
Assembly said in a
statement.

On February 28, after
U.S.-Israeli strikes killed Ali
Khamenei and several oth-
er top Iranian officials, Pre-
sident Donald Trump had
asked Iranians to over-
throw the government. On
March 5, Mr. Trump said
he wanted to have a role in
the selection of Iran’s new
Supreme Leader. He called
Mojtaba  Khamenei a
“lightweight”, and said the
new leader should be ac-
ceptable to him.

Soon after the Assembly
made the announcement,
Iranian Foreign Ministry is-
sued a statement congratu-
lating the new leader. “In
the current and critical sit-

People hold images of new Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei and
late Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei in Tehran on Monday. REUTERS

uation facing the country,
this choice will undoubted-
ly guarantee our nation’s
sovereignty and territorial
integrity and will streng-
then national unity and co-
hesion,” it said in a state-
ment. Other branches of
the state, including the
armed forced, welcomed
the appointment. Ali Lari-
jani, Secretary of the Na-
tional Security Council,

2RI A HISTaaT WAAS S 7491 2dT g1

e The 57-year-old will be the third Supreme Leader of the Republic, after Khomeini and
Khamenei; U.S. President Donald Trump had said last week the new leader should be
acceptable to him; Putin offers his ‘unwavering support’ for Mojtaba, while China says his
selection is based on Constitution.
57 qUTg Afad TURTST & TR Fate a1 51, WAH! 3R @THAE & 91G; At
SiHITes ¢U - S I8 Hgl o1 o a1 a1 3¢ Wi gl A1y Yfat A Hisraan &
T 3rge JuA 3T g, Safe 919 A w1 fb 3T 997 Wiae™ & SuR WR g3 Bl

said Mr. Khamenei “will be
a source of goodness and
blessings”.

Born in 1969 in Mash-
had, Mojtaba Khamenei,
the second son of Ali Kha-
menei, fought “on the fron-
tlines” during the 1980-88
Iran-Iraq war, according to
an official biography re-
leased by the state media.
After the war, he moved to
Qom for advanced semin-

10Mar. Iran picks Mojtaba Khamenei as new leader

ary studies. He has built
close ties with both the Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) and the cleri-
cal establishment.

The younger Khamenei
has maintained strong ties
with figures associated
with the Axis of Resis-
tance, stated the biogra-
phy, referring to Iran’s
non-state allies in the re-
gion. “He shared a particu-
larly close relationship
with Sayyed Hassan Nasral-
lah,” the Secretary General
of Hezbollah, the Lebanese
Shia militia, who was assas-
sinated by an Israeli strike
in September 2024. Hez-
bollah, which is fighting Is-
raeli forces in southern Le-
banon, issued a statement
pledging loyalty to the new
Supreme Leader.

Russia and China, Iran’s
close partners, welcomed
the new Supreme Leader.
“I would like to reaffirm
our unwavering support

for Tehran and solidarity
with our Iranian friends,”
Russian President Vladimir
Putin said in a message to
Mr. Khamenei. “Russia has
been and will remain a re-
liable partner to Iran. At a
time when Iran is confront-
ing armed aggression, your
tenure in this high position
will undoubtedly require
great courage and
dedication.”

China’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman Guo Jiakun
told reporters in Beijing on
Monday that Iran’s deci-
sion to appoint the youn-
ger Khamenei was “based
on its constitution”. “China
opposes interference in
other countries’ internal
affairs under any pretext,
and Iran’s sovereignty, se-
curity, and territorial inte-
grity should be respected,”
he said when asked about
the threats against the new
leader, according to an
AFP report.

Iran’s Assembly of Experts, an 88-member clerical body, announced on Sunday night that
it had chosen Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei, son of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the former
Supreme Leader who was assassinated by a joint American-Israeli strike on February 28,
as the country’s new leader.

S Bt AT 3T THRIUSH, U 88 AR YT 3t w7, A AR I °ivon &1 fos
I HTAGEATE HISTAaT WAHE, S AT Siett WS & U3 7, o 28 WRadt &l wgad
SAfYt-goRTad gad T g 7R & T ff, Y <= BT T A B

The 57-year-old cleric will be the third Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic, after
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, founder of the republic, and Ali Khamenei, who held the
position for 37 years.

I8 57 U YHTE sxarie Nufsre & JRav Tate a1 817, sMaqeds vaiears @,
S TTURTSY & RIS &, 3R 3feft @RS, gl 37 auf ao I8 Ug HTa, & aig |
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Though Iran has an elected President, the Supreme Leader is the head of the state and

the commander-in-chief of the country’s armed forces, making him the most powerful

authority in the system.

gTaies S B U fafferd rgufay gar 8, Afes watea ar &) Isa &1 v ok 33 3

g&lﬁﬁm&ﬁmaﬁammé, oY 98 a1 ¥ Had faa=ient WIftrdor 8 Sl
I

“By a decisive vote, the Assembly of Experts appointed Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba

Hosseini Khamenei as the third Leader of the sacred system of the Islamic Republic of

Iran,” the Assembly said in a statement.

% fuIfae A 9, sRigelt 3T TaHudH 3 Sgears Jae Hiviaal g Wies &

sEaTiae Ul ITE 339 1 ufas Fawi] &1 dieRT Aa1 Aged foan,” sriselt 3§t sam |

el

On February 28, after U.S.-Israeli strikes killed Ali Khamenei and several other top Iranian

officials, President Donald Trump had asked Iranians to overthrow the government.

28 TRA3 &I, O AANPT-SoRIIA gHal § el WS IR F3 37 MY 3+ Siftraprieat

@1 HId g1 7%, 9 APUFT SIHTeS ¢U A ST I WP DY SWIS B B SATEH T |

On March 5, Mr. Trump said he wanted to have a role in the selection of Iran’s new

Supreme Leader.

5 ATd &1 4t $U 3 F7T b 98 A & ¢ qared a1 & 7= § YfAeT 9 7

He called Mojtaba Khamenei a “lightweight”, and said the new leader should be

acceptable to him.

I HISTdaT WAAS &) “Gebl AdT” BT 3R BT b 7471 Ad1 37 Wi g1 a1feu|

Soon after the Assembly made the announcement, Iranian Foreign Ministry issued a

statement congratulating the new leader.

O g eraelt A Tiwon 1, S fagRT HaATerd 7 U Ad1 F 9uUTE <d §U TS SO SIRY fa |

“In the current and critical situation facing the country, this choice will undoubtedly

guarantee our nation’s sovereignty and territorial integrity and will strengthen national

unity and cohesion,” it said in a statement.

3R & A Ao aaar R iR fRufa & g5 997 Fedds saR Iy ot suyar ok &=

ST B TRE 7M1 3R AFHT YebelT 3R TSl Bl Holgd b, ST H gl Tl

Other branches of the state, including the armed forces, welcomed the appointment.

I B 3 Rarsft, e TR e of =nfiya 8, A 59 fgfaa &1 @ faan

Ali Larijani, Secretary of the National Security Council, said Mr. Khamenei “will be a

source of goodness and blessings”.

@f;@ﬂ@ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁmmﬁw%&ﬁmﬁi“msﬁ?mwm
’|

Born in 1969 in Mashhad, Mojtaba Khamenei, the second son of Ali Khamenei, fought “on

the frontlines” during the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war, according to an official biography released

by the state media.

1969 T HRIgS H S+ Hivaal WS, S 37l WAAS & IR U3 €, 7 1980-88 $IH-3H

%aasam“mm”wa@éa@ o, T 3oy Hifsar g SRY ety sita=t & we1 T
|

After the war, he moved to Qom for advanced seminary studies.

g & §I¢ d I9d uTfife sreaaeT & foe ®1 =a U

He has built close ties with both the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and the

clerical establishment.

gﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ{iﬁﬁﬁm(IRGC) 3R enfife ufage S & Ty gy Tey 9
I

The younger Khamenei has maintained strong ties with figures associated with the Axis of

Resistance, stated the biography, referring to Iran’s non-state allies in the region.

St & %8l T B fb a1 @RS A Axis of Resistance ¥ I3 Afaadl & A1 Holgd Gaef

FIC A &, S 8 B A & TR Tgaifir & Wahia s g

“He shared a particularly close relationship with Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah,” the Secretary

General of Hezbollah, the Lebanese Shia militia, who was assassinated by an Israeli strike

in September 2024.
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Hezbollah, which is fighting Israeli forces in southern Lebanon, issued a statement
pledging loyalty to the new Supreme Leader.

; , St Gfeoft ST # STl 9l 9 & 61§, A ¢ watd AdT & Ui g1 S
U SO ORI faa|
Russia and China, Iran’s close partners, welcomed the new Supreme Leader.
9 3R A, T R & Hs TRIER &, - ¢ qared Al ST @RI |
“I would like to reaffirm our unwavering support for Tehran and solidarity with our Iranian
friends,” Russian President Vladimir Putin said in a message to Mr. Khamenei.
H AR & T U 3rge wHAA SR 3y SR Al & Wiy uobed &1 g YfY T =reel
g, & Ayufd snfeHk gied 3 4 @res &1 Hew § Sl
‘Russia has been and will remain a reliable partner to Iran.
T I 1 U5 faya-g Agier w61 ¢ ok 38|
At a time when Iran is confronting armed aggression, your tenure in this high position will
undoubtedly require great courage and dedication.”
T gAY § 1d S TR ATHHUT HT THT HR 36T 7, 39 I UG R YT richrd Hidd
EY Y HE ATeY 3R FHUOT ST AT S|
China’s Foreign Ministry spokesman Guo Jiakun told reporters in Beijing on Monday that
Iran’s decision to appoint the younger Khamenei was “based on its constitution”.
19 & fae=r darera & vadar st forare- A SHaR & il § v Ri 9 $el & gar
QIS &1 gad B &1 307 &1 fofa 39 Afyer w smefka g1
“China opposes interference in other countries’ internal affairs under any pretext, and
Iran’s sovereignty, security, and territorial integrity should be respected,” he said when
asked about the threats against the new leader, according to an AFP report.
A Bt Hft I8 T 30 = & ST ATHE H SEI&Y BT faRIY Hal g, 3R S Bt
TYYT, JR&T 3R &g sRdsdar &1 WM a1 ST =1y, 3617 ¢ AdT & fIar @Rl &
IR H U M R HgT, T AFP Ry & arn
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India must accelerate linking
of education to the real-world
economy, says Prime Minister

~ The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India must accelerate the
process of linking the
country’s education sys-
tem to the “real-world eco-
nomy”, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi said on
Monday, while addressing
a series of post-Budget
webinars

Mr. Modi spoke of the
country’s “consistent” ef-
forts to connect education
with employment and en-
terprise, specifically men-
tioning the government’s
push to promote the ani-
mation, visual effects, gam-
ing, and comics (AVGC)
sector, adding that “India
is moving towards an inno-
vation-driven economy”.
“We need to place greater
focus on subjects like Al
and automation, digital
economy, and design-dri-
ven manufacturing,” he
said.

The Prime Minister also
noted the importance of
STEM disciplines and said
it was a matter of “great
pride” that women are in-
creasingly showing interest

Narendra Modi

in these subjects, adding,
however, “as we prepare
for futuristic technologies,
it is crucial that no daught-
er is held back due to a lack
of opportunities.We must
build a research ecosystem
where young researchers
have full opportunities to
experiment and work on
new ideas.”

He further urged aca-
demics and institutions lis-
tening in on the webinar to
“deliberate on developing
your institutions as centres
of industry collaboration
and research-driven learn-
ing”, adding this would
give students “real-world
exposure and strengthen
the skill ecosystem”. He

went on to stress that it
was “essential” for curricu-
la to be “updated accord-
ing to market needs”, also
noting that the New Educa-
tion Policy 2020 has “laid
the necessary foundation
for this”. “Over the past de-
cade, a major transforma-
tion has taken place in the
mindset of the country. To-
day, beyond the boundar-
ies of villages, towns, and
cities, every young Indian
wants to do something
new, driven by the spirit to
achieve. This new mindset
of the new generation is
the nation’s greatest
strength, its most valuable
capital for a bright future,”
Mr, Modi said, adding that
to capitalise on this, the
education system must be
continuously modernised
and upgraded.

He said that new models
like university townships,
several of which were an-
nounced in Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman’s
Budget Speech this year,
reflect the government’s ef-
forts to link education with
employment and enter-
prise.

10Mar. India must accelerate linking of education to the real-world economy,
says Prime Minister

YR P e & arafde rdauawir § s &t ufshar dw #e-1 =91feu,
UYTHA A FaT

e India must accelerate linking of education to the real-world economy, says the Prime
Minister.

YR &1 18 & aafas daraw I Sie- &1 ufhan aof $H31 difey, T1 gur=est 3
Dhall

e India must accelerate the process of linking the country’s education system to the “real-
world economy”, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on Monday, while addressing a
series of post-Budget webinars.
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Mr. Modi spoke of the country’s “consistent” efforts to connect education with
employment and enterprise, specifically mentioning the government’s push to promote the
animation, visual effects, gaming, and comics (AVGC) sector, adding that “India is
moving towards an innovation-driven economy”.

ot M 3 e &) AR 3R ITUFAT I TS F W F “TMAR TR BT I far iR
Oy U I WBR & THARE, fagsre shaed, A 3R ST (AVGC) &8F &) 9gTar &7
& ATl 1 o1 oan, U8 Hed §U fob “URd TaraR-3menfya srfeaawit Y 3k 9¢ w137 |
“We need to place greater focus on subjects like Al and automation, digital economy, and
design-driven manufacturing,” he said.

g0 T3S 3R e, fefrea srfaraw, 3R fEwmg-snuria fafemior S fawat w
31 = <A1 R, B@ﬁﬁn
The Prime Minister also noted the importance of STEM disciplines and said it was a matter
of “great pride” that women are increasingly showing interest in these subjects.
wurEAR A STEM fawal & Ae@ W o R fean iR %el fos a8 “aga T H aa g &
afgemd s fawat & gedt 3 fg@n @ 6|
He added, however, “As we prepare for futuristic technologies, it is crucial that no daughter is
held back due to a lack of opportunities.
BTeiifep 517 SIST, **S-oid §H HII® 1 Teb=iieh! & fofy QuR} &1 @ €, U8 Hew@yul @ fob
AW DI HH! S HRUI DTS 9! U 7 38 |
We must build a research ecosystem where young researchers have full opportunities to
experiment and work on new ideas.”
g T Srge YT UTRTRIfat o 11 1R wTeT gat Riedmatsit &1 oanT H= ok 7Y
ARl R o o & [ TR Ad 1
He further urged academics and institutions listening in on the webinar to “deliberate on
developing your institutions as centres of industry collaboration and research-driven
learning”, adding this would give students “real-world exposure and strengthen the skill
ecosystem”.
I AR A e Rrenfael sik w9 eimre fora for 3 «3ram WAl ) IeRT ggahT
3R rFEU- 3T e & Fg & U § fyafia w33 R far #37, s ol &
“grRafad gi~ar &1 sgud fram ok wiwra wiiifRufas & asgg g~ |
He went on to stress that it was “essential” for curricula to be “updated according to
market needs”, also noting that the New Education Policy 2020 has “laid the necessary
foundation for this”.

IEI 31 OIR e i UToushd &1 “dAoTR @1 SRedl & AR 3(UST HIAT” “IATaAD” §
3R T ft FeT fs =18 Rram fifa 2020 7 “gw T smaza® SMYR IR 7 fear 8|
“Over the past decade, a major transformation has taken place in the mindset of the
country

ﬁ@ﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁwﬁa@qﬁaﬁq@n%
Today, beyond the boundaries of villages, towns, and cities, every young Indian wants to
do something new, driven by the spirit to achieve.

3111 Tifal, el 3R e Bl WATe ¥ W & FaT R $B 74T BT 318l 7, ot Suares
P YT I IR B
This new mindset of the new generation is the nation’s greatest strength, its most
valuable capital for a bright future,” Mr. Modi said.

7¢ ) 39 78 TR 3 31 Fa 9} aThd § IR Swad Ui ¥ Ry wed gegar
Ueht 2, oY Hidl 3
He added that to capitalise on this, the education system must be continuously
modernised and upgraded.

I et for ST RT a1H I3 & e e yormeht & emar snyfRe oiv 39« fasan
EISICIHY
He said that new models like university townships, several of which were announced in
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s Budget Speech this year, reflect the
government’s efforts to link education with employment and enterprise.
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Development means expansion of choices
in Amartya Sen’s ‘capabilities approach’

The approach broadly emphasises the moral importance of freedom in achieving human well-being. In an era shaped by post-truth politics and the

growing influence of artificial intelligence, the erosion of thinking skills raises serious questions about the quality of democratic life

L. N. Venkataraman

n everyday language, “capabilities”

often refers to an individual’s skills

or abilities. However, in the work of

economist Amartya Sen, the

capabilities approach carries a much
deeper meaning. Sen conceptualised
capabilities as the substantive freedoms

+ that enable people to lead the lives they
value.

Sen, who received the Nobel Prize in
Economic Sciences in 1998, has
consistently argued that development
must be understood not merely as
economic growth but as the expansion of
human freedoms. His early collaboration
with Pakistani economist Mahbub ul Haq
shaped the influential idea that
development should be seen as the
enlargement of human choices rather
than simply an increase in national
income. This perspective challenged the
dominance of purely economic metrics in
development thinking.

Sen’s position also reflects his liberal
philosophical commitments. For
instance, he differed from philosopher
Martha Nussbaum, who proposed a
central list of capabilities that
governments should guarantee. Sen was
cautious about prescribing such a
universal list, fearing it might become
paternalistic. Instead, he preferred a
more open framework that allows
societies to debate and determine which
freedoms matter most. Despite these
differences, the capabilities approach
broadly emphasises the moral
importance of freedom in achieving
human well-being. Yet translating these
ideals into public policy, especially in a
country like India, remains a major

challenge. The state’s inability to nurture
enabling conditions such as critical
thinking is deeply concerning. In an era
shaped by post-truth politics and the
growing influence of artificial intelligence,
the erosion of thinking skills raises serious
questions about the quality of democratic
life.

Equally troubling are the declining
standards across education and related
sectors, particularly in an economy
increasingly dominated by service
industries. While the capabilities
approach has long faced questions about
how to operationalise its ideas in policy,
the current political climate presents an
even deeper challenge. Weakening
standards of governance and shrinking
political freedoms have created an
environment where facts and truth
themselves are losing relevance. This
affects not only activists but also the very
possibility of serious academic debate.

The result is a troubling disconnect
between theory and practice. Neither
appears capable of illuminating the path
forward. The idea of praxis, the
integration of thought and action,
remains largely absent. In such a
situation, philosophical ideals, such as
John Rawls’ “veil of ignorance”, seem
never to have been meaningfully applied
in real political contexts.

Sen’s central argument that
development is freedom is therefore not
merely academic. It is deeply political. His
intellectual foresight lies partly in his
deliberate openness when defining
capabilities. By refusing to reduce
development to indicators such as GDP or
per capita income, he simultaneously
challenged the dominance of economic

reductionism and reaffirmed the

centrality of human freedom. For Sen,
development must be understood
through the expansion of social
opportunities and economic security,
shaped by the voices and agency of
people themselves. This is why he
emphasised the intrinsic value of
capabilities, not merely their
instrumental benefits.

In contemporary policy discourse,
however, capabilities are often reduced to
skill formation aimed at employability.
Education is increasingly framed solely as
a pathway to jobs. Sen never denied the
importance of employability, but he
cautioned against reducing education to
this instrumental goal alone. Education,
in his view, must also nurture the broader
freedoms that allow individuals to think,
reason, and participate meaningfully in
society.

Equality of autonomy

To understand the complexity of human
life, the capabilities approach also draws
from cognate frameworks such as
complexity theory, recognising that social
realities cannot be neatly predicted or
engineered. Sen’s emphasis on the
“equality of autonomy” reflects his
broader liberal conception of justice.

In this context, his distinction between
niti (formal institutions and rules) and
nyaya (realised justice) is particularly
important. It reminds us that justice
cannot be understood solely through
institutional design; it must be evaluated
in terms of the lived experiences of
people. Unfortunately, academia often
struggles to bridge the gap between the
“book view” and the “field view.” This
disconnect becomes even more visible in
a post-truth environment where

information is easily mistaken for
knowledge, and capabilities are reduced
to narrow technical skills. Such
reductionism reflects deeper moral and
institutional fault lines. When scholars fail
to translate complex ideas into
meaningful public discourse, academic
debates risk becoming institutionalised
rhetoric where professors profess little
that is genuinely new. The consequences
of this failure are visible in the declining
credibility of the state, the market, and
civil society. Increasingly, we see a
convergence of state power and market
interests, giving rise to what might be
described as plutocratic populism. In
such a context, civil society weakens and
the idea of development becomes
narrowly tied to economic growth. This
misreading of the capabilities approach is
deeply problematic. The framework was
originally intended to place people at the
centre of development, emphasising their
agency rather than treating them as
passive beneficiaries of economic
expansion.

Today, however, even complex social
realities are often reduced to simplistic
narratives. Identities are homogenised,
rhetoric replaces research, and
“alternative facts” begin to substitute for
careful analysis. If the capabilities
approach is to remain meaningful, we
must return to its fundamental question:
how can individuals become active agents
of development rather than mere
recipients of policy interventions? Only by
restoring this emphasis on human agency
can development once again be
understood as the genuine expansion of
people’s freedoms and choices.

(L. N. Venkataraman is a faculty
member at O.P. Jindal Global University.)

10Mar. Development means expansion of choices in Amartya Sen’s
‘capabilities approach’

I A9 & & eRHr § e &1 o e o1 RiwrR §

¢ In everyday language, “capabilities” often refers to an individual's skills or abilities.
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e However, in the work of economist Amartya Sen, the capabilities approach carries a much

deeper meaning.

Qe 3=l 3red 9 & H1f | Capabilities Approach T 314 3T Hg 31fed T B

e Sen conceptualised capabilities as the substantive freedoms that enable people to lead the

lives they value.

I 3 ermar3it (capabilities) B 37 aRATA® W@aAdrs & U § GRYTAG foar s @l &1 a8

Sita S & W& ST € o d Hegae O1d g |
¢ Amartya Sen, who received the Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences in 1998, has
consistently argued that development must be understood as the expansion of human

freedoms.
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He argued that development should not be seen merely as economic growth.

32 Fel 1% fawr &1 FHaa snffe gfx & o A 78 3@ o =nfgul

Sen’s early collaboration with Pakistani economist Mahbub ul Haq shaped the influential
idea that development is the enlargement of human choices.

it SRR H89d 36 8P & 1Y I & YRS TgalT A Ig THIGRa faaR fasia
o o e &1 o wdta fywedl o1 fawaR 31

According to this perspective, development should not be measured simply by national
income.

39 VBV & SFIER BT P Had APHI 3T & YR W Ta! 7IUT 1 <A1fe

This view challenged the dominance of purely economic metrics in development thinking.
39 faaR 7 ae™ &1 99 & daa snfie gae! 3t gurrar o FAd

Sen’s position also reflects his liberal philosophical commitments.

I BT VDIV 37 &R RIFP faaRy &1 Wi axifar g1

For example, he differed from philosopher Martha Nussbaum, who proposed a central list
of capabilities that governments should guarantee.

IETERU & foe, 3 R ATyl Jaam™ ¥ P 3, oA TRERT gRT AT DT S arel
SIS D1 TP Harg JAt BT U & o

Sen was cautious about prescribing such a universal list.

I T A e it 0 S &1 AR ey A

He feared that it might become paternalistic.

3% SR U & g8 =D Rguarere a1 werard! s9 I g

Instead, he preferred a more open framework that allows societies to debate and

determine which freedoms matter most.

TP T 361+ U Gl eTdT Uig fosar s THTe] W 989 B U8 a9 &Y T & -

t Tezrard 99 Agayqul ¢ |

Despite these differences, the capabilities approach emphasises the moral importance of

freedom in achieving human well-being.

3 HaN<E! & d1dSlE Capabilities Approach HTHd Hedvl YT - H Tl & Afde Agd

W SR <A1 5

However, translating these ideals into public policy, especially in a country like India,

remains a major challenge.

gﬁﬂﬁ&mﬁaﬁmm, OB U A A= F AN AT U St AN &1 g
I

The state’s inability to nurture enabling conditions such as critical thinking is deeply

concerning.

I BT ATATITHS A SRt Ferm ufifRufaat fasRa w1 o sRywaar iR ffdr &1

fawa g1

In an era shaped by post-truth politics and the growing influence of artificial intelligence,

the erosion of thinking skills raises serious questions about democratic life.

TRe-g¥ eI 3R $T IS F 9gd THE & SR & T Pt &HdT BT &RV Abdis

Sfia Bt ToraR W THR UY WS a1 3

Equally troubling are the declining standards across education and related sectors.

24T ave Rrem ok 39d e & A fra ume off fofa &1 fawa §

This is particularly serious in an economy increasingly dominated by service industries.

Ig fRufd faiy U & 39 srfcqawn § iR g of doht I Jar &3 W AR gt <1 36t 31

While the capabilities approach has long faced questions about how to operationalise its

ideas in policy, the present political climate creates deeper challenges.

BTl Capabilities Approach Td THT J 59 U P JIHT R 6T § b 3BT SIayRunaf o

Hifa ® & g far se, adam IoFifas AR 3w Hf S8 A TRdd aRal g

Weakening governance standards and shrinking political freedoms have created an

environment where facts and truth are losing relevance.

U F HHSIR B ATFS 3R gl Iefdd Iaaadard TGT ararearvl -1 38 & oel ad 3R

T 3O UTehar T S <R B
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e This situation affects not only activists but also the possibility of serious academic debate.

Ig U aat Sriwatsii o1 gl el aicd THR MBIGRIS Tg0 DI JUTET DI off gufad
Fh gl

e Theresultis a troubling disconnect between theory and practice.
gRumRaET Rigid ok SIaeR & di fideq e gt 37 81 78 §|

e Neither seems capable of illuminating the path forward.
S A Y BIS ) SR T IAT WY A | HaH T8 fe@an|

e Theidea of praxis, meaning the integration of thought and action, remains largely absent.
Praxis, 3idfd faamR iR foran & Tuaw &1 faar st off w1t 88 9% SUfRIT &

e In such a situation, philosophical ideas such as John Rawls’ “veil of ignorance” appear
rarely applied in rgal politics.

Tt fufq o ST e BT “veil of ignorance” ST IS faaR arafde IorHifa # Tmag &t
FHH! AR g feaTs St 5l

e Sen’s central argument that “development is freedom” is therefore not merely academic.
SN I $1 g Harg do 1o “fasT gt TaaadT 87 $ad PGS IR el ¢

e |tis fundamentally political in nature.
Ig 4ad: Ieifa® gpfa &1 far gl

e Sen’s intellectual foresight lies partly in his deliberate openness when defining capabilities.
I B! A grariar 39 §1d § | ¢ i 3T gErarsii Bt uRHTaT ot STHggas gaT 3@ |

e By refusing to reduce development to indicators such as GDP or per capitaincome, he
challenged economic reductionism.

o™ &1 cDP a1 ufa SfdT oM S Yaah! dd YIfAd a3 A SAHR HRd 3617 SMfAH
HPptofar &I A

e Atthe same time, he reaffirmed the centrality of human freedom.
1Y Bl S5 AT Taardl ®t had YfHwT oI g=: wiIftd fosar|

e For Sen, development must be understood through the expansion of social opportunities
and economic security.

?g&wﬁmﬁmm*ﬁwnaﬁ?mw&némmﬁmm
[
e These processes must be shaped by the voices and agency of people themselves.

S Ufsharsii &1 @il @t SraTet SR IS Aithd URERY ¥ 3THR fia =gyl

e This is why he emphasised the intrinsic value of capabilities, not merely their instrumental
benefits.

3 BRI I a3l ¥ 3TaRe Jeu W ok fear, 7 i Fadt 3% aragiive a1l «R|

e In contemporary policy discourse, however, capabilities are often reduced to skill
formation for employability.

Qfes TRl =ifd fau=l & st @) 3R AR & e Fiwra faer 9@ difta &=
fear ST 81

e Education is increasingly framed solely as a pathway to jobs.
Rrem & - Faa N wre F1 F [YE & FU F IR fobar T @1 8|

e Sen never denied the importance of employability.
9 A FU AR &HaT & Ted I STHR g1 (b

e However, he cautioned against reducing education to this instrumental goal alone.
Afs1 Igi- FRI& B Fad 9 ATYATHS T&d aP JIHd B & Ao dara-i &

e According to Sen, education must nurture the freedoms that allow individuals to think,
reason and participate meaningfully in society.

I & AR e & W TaazAanat o1 fawa s aifge ot safeaal &) 9eq, ab $
3R AT # grdfep URTieR o9 § 9 g4rdt 81

Equality of Autonomy
TATIAT &1 AT

e To understand the complexity of human life, the capabilities approach also draws from
related frameworks such as complexity theory.
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W\'ﬁﬂ??ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁﬂ Capabilities Approach Complexity Theory S
Tafia gfal F +ff ORom dar 31

It recognises that social realities cannot be neatly predicted or engineered.

Ig Ul § o armfore arafawarstt @1 adte ©u S gaigmfaa ar fFrifya a8 fear o
JhdT|

Amartya Sen’s emphasis on the “equality of autonomy” reflects his broader liberal
conception of justice.

3 A9 gRT “TaTgar S JHTCT (Equality of Autonomy)” TR f&ar a1 9k 3% uS
SERATE! AT TR & axMiell 3|

In this context, his distinction between niti and nyaya is particularly important.

g e 7 A (niti) IR [T (nyaya) & s IT 3R AT 0 T Hg@yuf 3|

Niti refers to formal institutions and rules.

fAfa (niti) &1 31 SfruanTie WwaTE 3R W g |

Nyaya refers to realised justice in people’s lived experiences.

T (nyaya) &1 31 @1 & IRafa® Sita= # SgHT 811 911 A1 g

This distinction reminds us that justice cannot be understood only through institutional
design.

g 3R &4 TTe fEaTdr § {6 <UT &) o TN AT & STYR R T8 THST o Il
Justice must also be evaluated through the lived experiences of people.

T &1 e AN & qfd® Sita- Sgual o 3TYR W i fasan s anfgey

Unfortunately, academia often struggles to bridge the gap between the “book view” and the
“field view.”

T SPTEII® SHTd SRR “Ra® 1T VBV (book view)” 3R “BeT-t TP (field
view)” & &g B g B HH A 8 T9Y BT ¢

This disconnect becomes more visible in a post-truth environment.

I8 3R IRy =U ¥ UiRe-§Y araravor § 3ifeie Wy g S ]

In such a situation, information is easily mistaken for knowledge.

T RS & e ot STt @ 9 G o Smar 31

At the same time, capabilities are reduced to narrow technical skills.

St T ermarsii o Jaivl am-iet IvEl ae diid B i s g

Such reductionism reflects deeper moral and institutional fault lines.

9 UDHR BT Hb 10l RPN TeX AfdP MR TRINTT Hehel &f i g1

When scholars fail to translate complex ideas into meaningful public discourse, academic
debates risk becoming institutionalised rhetoric.

oq fag wifed faart &t arde wrdwfe faust d g § sRwd gid §, a9 saeis
53 HRINTA UTIUTETSH ST I8 ol & |

In such cases, professors may profess little that is genuinely new.

T fRUfa o TR 3R aRad ® 7471 9gd $H U¥gd B UTd 3|

The consequences of this failure are visible in the declining credibility of the state, the
market, and civil society.

§W$Ww,wﬁmwﬁwﬁm$wﬁmaﬁ
|

Increasingly, there is a convergence of state power and market interests.
fR-R¥ I fd SR ST fRal &1 W St o @I B

This phenomenon can be described as “plutocratic populism.”

29 fUfY 31 “wgeihfe® UTgfers (Plutocratic Populism)” 8T ST 4T g |
In such a context, civil society weakens.

Y de & Arive HTel SR g1 Srar 8|

The idea of development becomes narrowly tied to economic growth.
e ot saurRn Faqa snfde gie I Jesax Hifd 8 It ]l

This interpretation of the capabilities approach is deeply problematic.
Capabilities Approach o1 I8 SReAT dd HHERRA & |

Originally, the framework was meant to place people at the centre of development.

A ¥U ¥ 39 31 & 353 AT & &5 & a1 &l 7@+ 1 41|
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e |t emphasised human agency rather than treating people as passive beneficiaries of
economic growth.

sﬂﬁﬂﬂiﬁﬂm(human agency)WGﬁTﬁmww,Q%Eﬁﬁﬁmaﬂ%ﬁ'ﬂﬂ
¥ fafera arurdf a9 w|

e Today, however, complex social realities are often reduced to simplistic narratives.
A oS Sfed AETRTS arafaBHarsi &Y SRR IR HUTSM | g5 far orar & |

e Identities are homogenised, and rhetoric replaces research.
YgUT Th¥=T g1 < SITelt § 3R e Y ST YTyurearsh & adl 81

e Attimes, “alternative facts” replace careful analysis.

Fif-paft “dpfRre T (alternative facts)” I1d

YT faRANUr &1 RIF & ad g

e |If the capabilities approach is to remain meaningful, we must return to its fundamental
guestion.
& Capabilities Approach @1 TId §1T G &, o 8 ST Ha UY TR a0 a1 gl

e That question is: how can individuals become active agents of development rather than
mere recipients of policy interventions?

98 UY §: oafad faer

P Afepd Toic A 9 Hhd g, Had AaiTd gIal & UIdhdi 1812

¢ Only by restoring emphasis on human agency can development again be understood as the
genuine expansion of people’s freedoms and choices.

FHad AT AfspadT R b T Wk SR & faIH™ ol AR P Tad=rdreii iR fawedl &
qrEfa® fAER & =0 § 99 o Il g

RBI buys 350,000 cr.
G-Secs for liquidity,
tranche 2 on Friday

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAIT

With the prolonged war in
West Asia likely to have far-
reaching consequences on
the Indian economy, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
held Open Market Opera-
tions (OMO)  buying
350,000 crore Govern-
ment of India securities (G-
Secs) of various maturities.
On Friday, ‘on a review
of the current liquidity and
financial conditions,” the
RBI decided to conduct
OMO for buying G-Secs of
%1,00,000 crore in two
tranches of ¥50,000 crore
each on March 9 and 13.

Monetary policy tool
OMOs are key money mar-
ket policy tools used by the
RBI to regulate money sup-
ply by buying or selling G-
Secs.

The latest move is aimed
at injecting liquidity.

The OMO is to offset li-
quidity constraints arising
out of advance tax out-
flows and have sufficient
funds for lending by banks.

Previous operations

In December 2025 and Ja-
nuary this year, the RBI
had conducted OMO pur-
chases of 2,00,000 crore
in  four tranches of
350,000 crore each.

In May 2025, the RBI
had conducted OMO pur-
chases totalling 31,25,000
crore to support growth.

On Monday, the RBI also
notified the Government of
India had bought back G-
Secs worth 6,309 crore
via switch auction con-
ducted by it and issued
bonds worth 36,431 crore.

The securities pur-
chased by the government
were a part of the bonds
scheduled to mature in the

The rupee ended 39 paisa
down versus previous close.

next financial year.

Rupee plunges

The Indian rupee fell to a
record low of 92.36 against
the U.S. Dollar on Monday
owing to fears of a pro-
longed war in West Asia
and on account of crude oil
prices surging to more
than $110 a barrel.

‘With the reported inter-
vention of the RBI, the In-
dian rupee, as per Clearing
Corporation of India spot
rate, closed at 92.21a US.
Dollar as compared with its
previous close of 91.82,
down 39 paisa.

“In line with broader
weakness across Asian cur-
rencies, the Indian rupee
has depreciated against the
U.S. Dollar as international
crude oil prices surged
past $100 per barrel, re-
claiming levels not seen
since 2022,” said Dilip Par-
mar, research analyst,
HDFC Securities.

“These soaring energy
costs pose a significant
threat to India’s trade defi-
cit, GDP growth, and infla-
tion, given the country’s
high reliance on oil im-
ports. Amid heightening
geopolitical uncertainty,
the spot USDINR is expect-
ed to remain firm, with a
resistance level near 93.00
and established support at
91.80,” he added.

Address

10Mar. RBI buys 50,000 cr. G-Secs for liquidity,
tranche 2 on Friday

TRadl & fT RBI A 250,000 FRIS & G-Secs @Ile,
GERT TRUT YHhAR DI

e With the prolonged war in West Asia likely to have far-
reaching consequences on the Indian economy, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) held Open Market Operations (OMO) buying
¥50,000 crore Government of India securities (G-Secs) of various

maturities.

uf3m TiRrn § |9 g & URAH srferawit R gt yua usH
D GUTET & g HRH feerd & (RB1) 7 U= ATdhe TR
(OMO) & g faftre TRUe I dTet 250,000 NS b HRA AIHR &
ufayferr (G-Secs) TG

e On Friday, ‘on a review of the current liquidity and financial
conditions,’ the RBI decided to conduct OMO for buying G-Secs of
%1,00,000 crore in two tranches of ¥50,000 crore each on March 9
and 13.

AR F! gaq avaar iR faxha ufefufoat &t wiften & s1g RB|
¥ OMO & HIeAH ¥ £1,00,000 HAS P G-Secs TG o1 ok foran,
S 250,000 HRANS P & =IRUN & 9 3R 13 A & fHT S|

Monetary policy tool
ifd SuHRr

e OMGOs are key money market policy tools used by the RBI
to regulate money supply by buying or selling G-Secs.

oMo T¥ 7@ T+t e Sumwor § ST ST RBI GRT G-
gecsﬁ@ﬁwmawwmﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁm%m%mm
|
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e The latest move is aimed at injecting liquidity.
g AdI-dH HeH deadl 9¢M & I I IS T B |

e The OMO is to offset liquidity constraints arising out of advance tax outflows and have
sufficient funds for lending by banks.

Ig OMO T HX YA & BRI I aRerdl B HHI DI Uford He- 3R 91 & U
HU1 31 & forg vt o= gifda & & fau gl

Previous operations
U darea=

e In December 2025 and January this year, the RBI had conducted OMO purchases of
¥2,00,000 crore in four tranches of 50,000 crore each.
fedaR 2025 3R 39 ¥ =4S A RBI 7 22,00,000 FHRS F OMO BRI T fHT &, S
50,000 FHRIS & TR TN A §T |

e In May 2025, the RBI had conducted OMO purchases totalling ¥1,25,000 crore to support
growth.

;rézozsfmeﬁWq@aﬁwﬁéﬁ%quzs,ooo FRIS B OMO TG fhy
!

¢ On Monday, the RBI also notified the Government of India had bought back G-Secs worth
¥6,309 crore via switch auction conducted by it and issued bonds worth ¥6,431 crore.
HHER &I RBI A 78 i gfud foan for U wReR A g Fanft & arem 9 26,300 F0s
F G-Secs TTTH TS 3R 26,431 PRIS F divs 9N} fHuU)

e The securities purchased by the government were a part of the bonds scheduled to
mature in the next financial year.

;wwmmﬂz&n%uﬁrqﬁlﬁwﬁ@m%wzﬁﬁmﬁ?ﬂuﬁﬁumﬁﬁmﬁ
|

Rupee plunges

0 ® fiRTae

e The Indian rupee fell to a record low of 92.36 against the U.S. Dollar on Monday owing to
fears of a prolonged war in West Asia and on account of crude oil prices surging to more
than $110 a barrel.

YR TUAT AR ! SRS STeR & o1ad 92.36 & Rapis e wax . iR T,
o1 Rl ufem TR # @9 g B MRt 3R F= ad &1 Pl &7 $110 Ufd RRA I
3ife g B

e With the reported intervention of the RBI, the Indian rupee, as per Clearing Corporation
of India spot rate, closed at 92.21 a U.S. Dollar as compared with its previous close of
91.82, down 39 paisa.

RB| & S&I&YT B WaRI & d1¢ fFaaiT HIRURRIA 3T 3T Wie ¥e & IR R
FUAT 92.21 Ufer AN STAR W o/ gon, wafe fUsar d¢ TR 91.82 T, T 39 T #t
fiRmae |

o ‘“Inline with broader weakness across Asian currencies, the Indian rupee has
depreciated against the U.S. Dollar as international crude oil prices surged past $100
per barrel, reclaiming levels not seen since 2022,” said Dilip Parmar, research analyst,
HDFC Securities.

HDFC Rieafydle & frad fazeus fediu wur 3 #a1, “ulRmars gersit # sarues saeit
& IIET YR TUGT ARSI STaR & H1ad FHR il 3, Fifd 3 T dd Dt
P $100 U O A HUR Al T8, S 2022 F 1G Ugell IR o T TR G 1"

e “These soaring energy costs pose a significant threat to India’s trade deficit, GDP
growth, and inflation, given the country’s high reliance on oil imports.

IBI FelT, U delt V Tedl SHoll AN YIRd & IR "1, GDP JfS MR gerwifa & faw
HEaqul @aRT Ua1 B 8, I 32 o AT W 3reafie frik 217

e Amid heightened geopolitical uncertainty, the spot USDINR is expected to remain firm,
with a resistance level near 93.00 and established support at 91.80, he added.
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From 1776 to 2026: Adam Smith’s
lessons for the global economy

‘Wealth of Nations’ marks 250th anniversary on Mar. 9; debate over legacy of Smith’s ideas continues; but his ideas on trade, wealth, labour resonate;

free-market economics advocatess have long claimed him as spiritual father, while some more recent readings even peg him a moderate progressive

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
LONDON

ax the rich. Trash

the tariffs. End mo-

nopolies. Such are
the rallying calls of many of
today’s most heated eco-
nomic debates. They could
also come straight from the
pen of revered economist
Adam Smith, hailed by
some as the “father of cap-
italism” and others as an
early progressive.

Smith knew nothing of
Donald Trump or tech bil-
lionaires when he railed
against trade protection-
ism and extreme affluence
in “The Wealth of Na-
tions”, the best-read eco-
nomics book in history,
which celebrates its 250th
birthday on Monday.

“It is the maxim of every
prudent master of a family
never to attempt to make
at home what it will cost
him more to make than to
buy,” the Scot wrote in the
seminal work, for
example.

“Would it be a reasona-
ble law to prohibit the im-
portation of all foreign
wines, merely to encour-
age the making of claret
and burgundy in Scot-
land?” he adds.

The foundational text of
classical economics was
published on March 9,
1776, the same year as the
U.S. Declaration of Inde-
pendence, 13 years before

Looking past: Monument commemorating Adam Smith (1723-90). GETTY IMAGES/STOCK.

the French Revolution,
and amid the early convul-
sions of the Industrial Age.

Yet it’s not hard to find
parallels between the doc-
trines the book denounces
- such as rival mercantilist
empires seeking to mini-
mise imports and maxi-
mise exports - and Presi-
dent Trump’s trade tactics
and “America First” credo
today.

Free markets, free trade
And while Smith is most of-
ten cited for his free mar-
kets and free trade zeal,
when it comes to distribu-
tion of wealth, he could al-
most be channelling Ber-
nie Sanders or Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez, leftist U.S.
lawmakers.

“It is not very unreason-
able that the rich should

Events to mark the
250th anniversary of
“The Wealth of Nations™
are taking place
throughout the year in
Glasgow.Edinburgh,
London and Smith’s
birthplace of Kirkcaldy

contribute to the public ex-
pense, not only in propor-
tion to their revenue,but
something more than in
that proportion,” Smith
writes in the 1,000-page-
plus tome, which draws on
everything from grape-
growing to pin factories.
“No society can surely
be flourishing and happy,
of which the far greater
part of the members are

poor and miserable,” he
says in one of his best-
known quotes.

Debates rage

Many scholars of the book -
full name “An Inquiry into
the Nature and Causes of
the Wealth of Nations” - say
it remains uncannily rele-
vant to the economic is-
sues of our time, though
debates continue to rage
about what Smith was ac-
tually saying.

Advocates of free-mar-
ket economics have long
claimed him as their spiri-
tual father, while some
more recent readings even
peg him as a moderate pro-
gressive - something akin
to a left-leaning, modern-
day European social
democrat.

“You can find a ‘Smith’

to support anything you
‘want to say,” King’s College
London research associate
Leo Steeds said of the Scot-
tish Enlightenment
thinker.

Smith also accepted that
there were certain circum-
stances when tariffs were
called for, either because
the terms of trade were un-
fair or for reasons of secur-
ity - arguments increasing-
ly heard in the United
States, Europe and other
trading blocs.

“Smith did understand
those arguments,” said Ea-
monn Butler, director of
the free market policy
think tank the Adam Smith
Institute in London.

“But he thought these
things  (tariffs) really
should be as temporary as
possible. He thought the
more trade you have, the
better everybody is.”

Sleight of invisible hand
One of the most famous
metaphors from the
“Wealth of Nations” is that
of the “invisible hand”,
most often interpreted as
meaning how free markets
channel the self-interest of
different participants to
the best outcome for all.

“It is not from the bene-
volence of the butcher, the
brewer, or the baker, that
‘we expect our dinner, but
from their regard to their
own interest,” Smith
writes.

But other students of
the work note the invisible
hand metaphor was used

just once in the book and
must be taken alongside
his wider arguments rather
than being used to justi-
fy”laissez-faire” policies.

“This book ... is actually
a critique of the way in
which special interests,
monopolists, powerful pe-
ople, lobbies capture the
State,” said Pratap Bhanu
Mehta, a leading Indian
academic and public
intellectual.

“He says: You fix that,
then free markets come.”

U.S. economist Joseph
Stiglitz, a professor at Co-
lumbia University and No-
bel Prize laureate, agreed.

“It was much more of an
enlightened  self-interest
looking at society more
broadly,” he said. “Modern
economics is based on infi-
nitely selfish people. And
clearly, Adam Smith didn’t
believe that”

Indeed, Smith - who
taught moral philosophy at
the University of Glasgow -
is explicit about his views
on selfishness at the ex-
pense of others.

“All for ourselves, and
nothing for other people,
seems, in every age of the
world, to have been the
vile maxim of the masters
of mankind,” he writes.

Events to mark the
250th anniversary of “The
Wealth of Nations” are tak-
ing place throughout the
year in Glasgow,Edin-
burgh, London and Smith’s
birthplace of Kirkcaldy on
the Scottish coast.

10Mar. From 1776 to 2026: Adam Smith’s lessons for the global economy

1776 ¥ 2026 dp: AfYe dfeaawr & forg ved ¥y & o

o ‘Wealth of Nations’ marks 250th anniversary on Mar. 9; debate over legacy of Smith’s
ideas continues; but his ideas on trade, wealth, labour resonate; free-market economics
advocates have long claimed him as spiritual father, while some more recent readings even
peg him as a moderate progressive.

YR 3P A’
AfP AR, Y= 3R 49 W I AR 3l it urifiies &

B o AT BI 25041 aftic B; fRTY & fER) i fRrad R w89 I §;
HAd-ST9R SURIRE & JHdS dd

JHG I 37 ARSI AMd §, Said $S gIferdT AR I Head yarferziier Hf At

gl

e Tax therich. Trash the tariffs. End monopolies.

R )R B amen | 2RE TH B

e Such are the rallying calls of many of todays most heated economic debates.

Y 3T I BE A1 e Tl & U AR

B | THIUPR FHTW B3|
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They could also come straight from the pen of revered economist Adam Smith, hailed by
some as the “father of capitalism” and others as an early progressive.

Y WYyl =it wew f1y &1 waw ¥ ot 31 9&d ¥, o6 $© AN “Yeiiarg &1 s
3R $3 RSP wifaRlta ard B

Smith knew nothing of Donald Trump or tech billionaires when he railed against trade
protectionism and extreme affluence in “The Wealth of Nations”, the best-read
economics book in history, which celebrates its 250th birthday on Monday.

9 Ry 7 g I 3ATE A~ T ATYR JREUETE 3R RIS U=l &1 a1 i, I
3I¢ SIHTes ¢/ I1 ¢ SRAUTAdl & IR & $© o1 Udl IT; T8 SiaeTd &1 Jad e udl
T ATl SRR $t gea® ¢, oyt 2504 afiiie HiHaR &1 4418 S & |

“It is the maxim of every prudent master of a family never to attempt to make at home what

it will cost him more to make than to buy,” the Scot wrote in the seminal work, for example.

39 HeayUl pfa § whitexr faere 1 foran: &% ArauT uRaR yqE o1 Rigid te ¢ fF o
W R I a% T B BRI T B o TR | WG T g 1’

“Would it be a reasonable law to prohibit the importation of all foreign wines, merely to
encourage the making of claret and burgundy in Scotland?” he adds.

3 3 forad §: o g IfRa S 81 % fad=ft arsa & s W wfady & faar o,
i gufer fr wpicds # Fave 3R TS &1 IdEH §¢7”

The foundational text of classical economics was published on March 9, 1776, the same
year as the U.S. Declaration of Independence, 13 years before the French Revolution,
and amid the early convulsions of the Industrial Age.

T AR Bt SMURYA TP 9 HIE 1776 HI USRI g3, S MRS Tacrar Tiyon
7 1t aef o1, Wil wifd | 13 a9 ugd, 3R Sienfie g & YTt IYT-gUd & SR |

Yet it's not hard to find parallels between the doctrines the book denounces — such as rival
mercantilist empires seeking to minimise imports and maximise exports — and
President Trump’s trade tactics and “America First” credo today.

R ot g gRT SrefRa Ryl — S wfaelt arrsuard T o smard ge™ iR
frafd 9em &) FIR FRA ¥ — 3R 3T & T & TR adid] quT “3mfeT B Hifa
F S UGS T Y e €1

Free markets, free trade
Had VIR, Hod HMAR

And while Smith is most often cited for his free markets and free trade zeal, when it comes
to distribution of wealth, he could almost be channeling Bernie Sanders or Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez, leftist U.S. lawmakers.

gTailier fRIY B SRR Yad IR 3R Yo SATIR & JHUT & o Igyd fovan Sran ], a1
4 & faaRur & Ama § 3% fFaR Hft-wft o+ St a1 vaifsan sieRmat-sids o
rueft syt Aarsi & firad-gad i § |

“It is not very unreasonable that the rich should contribute to the public expense, not only
in proportion to their revenue, but something more than that proportion,” Smith writes in
the 1,000-page-plus tome.

79 9 1000 & iftre gyl arelt yxae A forad ©: g8 srfad 81 § for orfiR & ardwifae
Td ¥ ahTeM €, FHad AU Mg & SguTd A g A8, Ifch 39 7 R 17

“No society can surely be flourishing and happy, of which the far greater part of the
members are poor and miserable,” he says in one of his best-known quotes.

q U T URIE $Y T F5d 7 “Dis 1l TH G 3R G 78t 81 9, (S IqH
RPN W T SR gt g1

Debates rage

CEE AT IR

Many scholars of the book — full name “An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the
Wealth of Nations” — say it remains uncannily relevant to the economic issues of our
time, though debates continue about what Smith was actually saying.
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Advocates of free-market economics have long claimed him as their spiritual father, while
some more recent readings even peg him as a moderate progressive, something akin to a
left-leaning modern-day European social democrat.

I TR HARA & GHYS ofd TG T I3 U1 STATHS 9IS HHd 8, Se(h $© 7%
HRATE 35 AeAw Wifa=ie, arh snyfe Ridt arfore dieda & audt gora ardt
foaRe S A B

“You can find a ‘Smith’ to support anything you want to say,” King’s College London
research associate Leo Steeds said of the Scottish Enlightenment thinker.

v Bide ded & Y TgarT fordt Wew 7 WHIfeR e I & faarR® & IR § o
“3119 3 forlt off 9 & T ot fRIY ge THd B 1

Smith also accepted that there were certain circumstances when tariffs were called for,
either because the terms of trade were unfair or for reasons of security.

&1y 7 78 ot WeR foran i oo ufefRufaal & 2w smawas 8 9@ §, S 9id TR 3t
27 I B A1 Y& BRON o |

These are arguments increasingly heard in the United States, Europe and other trading
blocs.

Y b AT WY ITsT, GRIT 3R 3T SATUTRS Tl & 31w 18 ad 3

“Smith did understand those arguments,” said Eamonn Butler, director of the Adam Smith
Institute in London.

ded & TsH Ry Sdtege & Fex® SHIF Jear A Fel, [y 39 a&] I g9 d1”

“But he thought these things (tariffs) really should be as temporary as possible.

“QAfp IFbT AT AT 6 T S @) guriva st gt =Rl

He thought the more trade you have, the better everybody is.”

391 faaR o1 f fora=m siftres R g1, I+ 81 Jao fore agar g1

Sleight of invisible hand
‘3ERY BIY’ Pl =UP

One of the most famous metaphors from “The Wealth of Nations” is that of the “invisible
hand”, interpreted as how free markets channel self-interest to the best outcome for all.
“g AR ST AR BT TG URIS FUD “3exd g19” 7, of 39 FU o wHen o § & gaa
IR AfFETd a1 &1 Jae g Fataw ufvomy & ok o S gl

“It is not from the benevolence of the butcher, the brewer, or the baker, that we expect our
dinner, but from their regard to their own interest,” Smith writes.

@7y forad §: “URT IS SHTS, IRTE 914 9T dT 9P ard B 341 ¥ -8} frerdr, sfed
I 3 w@ardf ¥ firerar g1

But other students of the work note the invisible hand metaphor was used just once in
the book.

Afth 37 fagr=il &1 B 2 [ 3T B1Y $T FUS i H Pad T aR STA g3 2|

It must be taken alongside his wider arguments, rather than being used to justify “laissez-
faire” policies.

S 35 TS qPI D 1Y JHASHT A1, 7 fob quf Gad IR (laissez-faire) Hfdl &f Tgt
3 & forl

“This book ... is actually a critique of the way in which special interests, monopolists,
powerful people and lobbies capture the State,” said Pratap Bhanu Mehta, a leading
Indian academic and public intellectual.

TR HRH fagre Sk ardwif~e gfgsidt wara urg Agar A &8 “J8 Jde arad 8 39
IR F1 ATATAT ¢ Fored faRiy fRd 9e, TapTiierard), wfaa=mett @i ik afdl Isa R
FeTHIAd Q"

“He says: You fix that, then free markets come.”

3511 BeT: “Ued I THET P! 31 31, fhR Yot AR Tal: HTH RNV
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U.S. economist Joseph Stiglitz, Nobel Prize laureate and professor at Columbia
University, agreed.

AT SrfRmRedt NAE fRefred, Nad REPR fadar ik sidfyar fayfyemaa &
ThR, off S99 980d §

“It was much more of an enlightened self-interest looking at society more broadly,” he
said.

I Pel, T8 Ugg wrd &7 f3=R o1, S THS $) Arae T A T g

“Modern economics is based on infinitely selfish people.

“3MYfI IR R Sreafres wardf safaraal ot 4RO R 3menfd g

And clearly, Adam Smith didn’t believe that.”

3R Wy § & vew Ry ¥ar 18 ura A1

Indeed, Smith, who taught moral philosophy at the University of Glasgow, was explicit
about his views on selfishness at the expense of others.

arad & fRyy, St e fagfaemeay o Afee oxfF uerd 9, TRl & Joa W srenia T
& RIAT® oo fIaRT 1 Wy U Y I X 5|

“All for ourselves, and nothing for other people, seems, in every age of the world, to have
been the vile maxim of the masters of mankind,” he writes.

dfrad € R e R Te g s g F R Fo T — R FIE a-g wfa &
AT BT YT Rigia w131

Events to mark the 250th anniversary of “The Wealth of Nations” are taking place
throughout the year in Glasgow, Edinburgh, London, and Smith’s birthplace Kirkcaldy on
the Scottish coast.

“g AR HTE AT B 250 TS F TR W TR I8 T@RAN, TEAad, de 3R
Wpicds & adlg TR fPharee! Ry &1 FTRIM) § Hrfepy smaford g o1 R B
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India’s next export frontier: why the country

should star

OPINION

Raj K. Mangla

India today manufactures
almost every type of rail-
way rolling stock — loco-
motives, coaches, wagons,
metro cars and modern
trainsets — in large num-
bers and at competitive
cost. Over decades, the
railway  manufacturing
ecosystem has matured
through dedicated Produc-
tion Units of Indian Rail-
ways, PSUs and a large ven-
dor base. Yet, despite this
capacity and experience,
India remains largely ab-
sent from the global mar-
ket for railway vehicles.
This paradox deserves
attention. At a time when
the country is aiming to ex-
pand its manufacturing ex-
ports and position itself as
a reliable industrial partn-
er for developing econo-
mies, Railway Rolling
stocks present a major un-
tapped opportunity.
Across Asia, Africa and
Latin America, countries
are rapidly expanding rail
networks to address ur-
banisation, energy securi-
ty and congestion. Many of
these nations face the
same constraints India
faced in earlier decades- li-
mited capital, difficult cli-
matic conditions, heavy
passenger loads and
mixed-traffic operations.
They require reliable and
economical solutions rath-
er than the most techno-
logically extravagant ones.
This is precisely the seg-
ment where India’s expe-
rience is most relevant.
Historically, the global
railway supply industry
has been dominated by a
small group of large multi-
national corporations.
Their products are techno-
logically sophisticated but

Huge potential: A goods train waits for a signal as passengers sit
on a platform at a railway station in Hyderabad. aFp FILE

often expensive and main-
tenance-intensive. For
high-income markets this
model works well, but for
developing and middle-in-
come countries the lifecy-
cle cost and not the pur-
chase price becomes the
decisive factor. A train that
is cheaper to operate and
easier to maintain over 30
years can be more valuable
than a more advanced
train that requires com-
plex support systems.
India’s railway equip-
ment has evolved under
demanding operating con-
ditions- high utilisation,
temperature  extremes,
dust, overloading and di-
verse track quality. Designs
have therefore prioritised
robustness, maintainabili-
ty and operating economy.
These characteristics
match the needs of emerg-
ing railway networks
worldwide. In  other
words, India’s rolling stock
is naturally suited to the

“Global South” market
segment.
However, exporting

trains is fundamentally dif-
ferent from manufacturing
them for domestic use. In-

ternational railway pro-
curement does not depend
solely on engineering cap-
ability. It depends on certi-
fication, lifecycle support
and long-term institutional
confidence. Countries buy-
ing trains are effectively
entering a 25-35 year rela-
tionship with the supplier.
The purchas becomes not
just a commercial transac-
tion but an infrastructure
partnership.

Global tech standards

The first requirement is
alignment with globally re-
cognised technical stan-
dards. International ten-
ders generally require
compliance with European
or international railway sa-
fety norms covering struc-
tural strength, fire safety
and crashworthiness. In-
dian manufacturers alrea-
dy possess strong engi-
neering competence, but
certification to globally re-
cognised standards must
become routine rather
than occasional. Establish-
ing dedicated certification
cells in Quality department
to routinely produce Roll-
ing Stocks for international

qualification would re-
move the most common
barrier to entry.

The second require-
ment is appealing aesthet-
ic, ergonomic and user in-
terface facilities designed
on sound product develop-
ment principles. All the
touch points of user expe-
rience should not only be
robust and durable but al-
so providing a comfortable
journey experience. The
global customer is very dis-
cerning in this respect. For
this, there is a need to esta-
blish exclusive Industrial
Design Units in the design
departments.

The third requirement is
life cycle responsibility.
Successful exporters do
not merely supply trains;
they guarantee perfor-
mance for decades. This
includes after sales sup-
port for maintenance,
training, spare-parts, re-
mote diagnostics and relia-
bility monitoring. For ma-
ny countries, assurance of
long-term service availabil-
ity is more important than
the train itself. Indian ma-
nufacturers must therefore
expand from a manufac-
turing mindset to a service
mindset — selling availabili-
ty rather than hardware.

Another element is
coordinated institutional
participation. In interna-
tional infrastructure con-
tracts, engineering capa-
bility alone rarely secures
orders. Financing arrange-
ments, government coop-
eration and project man-
agement integration often
determine outcomes. India
already has a strong advan-
tage in this respect through
its experience in develop-
ment partnerships and
lines of credit to partner
nations. When manufac-
turing capability is com-
bined with project consul-
tancy and financing

support, the offering be-
comes significantly more
attractive.

Equally important is
building an export orient-
ed supply chain. Railway
vehicles are assemblies of
many specialised systems -
braking, control electron-
ics, doors, passenger infor-
mation and air-condition-
ing. A coordinated vendor
ecosystem capable of sup-
porting overseas projects
can ensure reliability and
faster response. Export
success depends not on a
single factory but on an in-

tegrated industrial
network.
Strategic dimension

There is also a strategic di-
mension. Railway exports
can become an instrument
of economic diplomacy.
Many developing countries
prefer partners who offer
technology sharing and
training rather than simple
equipment supply. India’s
long experience in operat-
ing and maintaining large
public transport networks
makes it uniquely posi-
tioned to provide this col-
laborative model. Offering
training programs and
technical cooperation
alongside equipment sup-
ply strengthens long-term
partnerships.

The global market is in-
creasingly shifting toward
suppliers who provide
complete mobility solu-
tions rather than standa-
lone products. A train is
now expected to come
with maintenance plan-
ning, digital monitoring
and workforce training. By
embracing this approach,
India can position itself not
as a low-cost alternative
but as a dependable long-
term partner for railway
development.

The opportunity is time-
ly. Many countries are

{ Shll :I :ng trains to various countries

planning rail expansion as
part of sustainable tran-
sport and climate commit-
ments. Electrified railways
are among the most ener-
gy-efficient transport
modes, and demand for af-
fordable systems is likely to
grow significantly over the
next two decades. Enter-
ing this market now would
allow India to build pre-
sence while demand is ex-
panding rather than after it
stabilises.

For India’s manufactur-
ing ambitions, railway ex-
ports offer advantages
beyond revenue. They
stimulate domestic indus-
try, encourage standardisa-
tion, improve quality prac-
tices and enhance global
credibility. Success in this
sector would demonstrate
that the country can deliv-
er complex engineering
systems internationally —
an important signal for
other infrastructure ex-

OTts.

The path forward is the-
refore clear. India must
move from building trains
only for itself to building
trains for partners. This re-
quires designing for inter-
national certification, user
experience, committing to
lifecycle service, integrat-
ing consultancy and fi-
nancing support and pro-
moting coordinated
industrial participation.

If approached systemat-
ically, Railway Rolling
stock could become one of
India’s signature engineer-
ing exports — much like
pharmaceuticals or infor-
mation technology servic-
es in earlier decades. The
capability already exists;
what remains is the deci-
sion to treat trains not
merely as domestic infras-
tructure but as a global
opportunity.

(The writer is Ex Addl
Member, Railway Board)

10Mar. India’s next export frontier: why the country should start shipping
trains to various countries

YR BT 3ATAT (Fatd &= Fii ¢ 3 fafira 3= &1 ¢ fata o1 = &

1Ry

e India today manufactures almost every type of railway rolling stock — locomotives,
coaches, wagons, metro cars and modern trainsets in large numbers and at competitive

cost.

YR 37T TTHT B UHR & ¥ad TR Weid — AP Hifed, g, T, Ael $R iR
YFAP T 7t Tem # SR uforeff anra W s 8|

e Over decades, the railway manufacturing ecosystem has matured through dedicated
Production Units of Indian Rallways PSUs and a large vendor base.

3! H Yard fmfor
a%ﬁ%nmw%mmﬁﬁumgsﬂ%

e Yet, despite this capacity and experience, India remains largely absent from the global
market for railway vehicles.

T URAT Y & IcTe SHIFAL, Adui=1d SuHH! 3R
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R 1t S &yaT SR SUT & STacE YRA ¥Ad aTg-l & AfYP JTOR & H1H! 88 db
SUfRIA g

This paradox deserves attention.

T faRtemye & & A 5|

At a time when the country is aiming to expand its manufacturing exports and position itself
as a reliable industrial partner for developing economies, Railway Rolling stocks
present a major untapped opportunity.

o9 <x1 famtor frafa 9emM ik faerasia srdaawurail & fore fayaa sienfie agier
T BT 7187 T YT 2, 79 YA ARAT Wl Uo I ATRIT SR TR A B

Across Asia, Africa and Latin America, countries are rapidly expanding rail networks to
address urbanisation, energy security and congestion.

TR, spieT 3R afes sfifveT o <w vedierur, Sl e iR disurs ¥ fuer & fou
o ¥ e Aead &1 fawaR 7R @ §

Many of these nations face the same constraints India faced in earlier decades — limited
capital, difficult climatic conditions, heavy passenger loads and mixed-traffic
operations. ]

3T ¥ < o0 1 98T HHATE S USh § S 4R I vpdt 3 — fer Ul e stearg
givfRuferal, Ut arht R iR fafda ararara waras |

They require reliable and economical solutions rather than the most technologically
extravagant ones.

3% TN 3P ap-o! U A SAfed TUIYT o] 9fch fay-ta oiv frwrasdt warum
ElEHY

This is precisely the segment where India’s experience is most relevant.

7E) 98 &1 ¢ Sg WIRA BT 3Hd Fed 3ifire Ui 2|

Historically, the global railway supply industry has been dominated by a small group of
large multinational corporations.

e wU 3 af¥e Yard 3Tyl SETURT $© TSt TgIPIa Hul-al & UYT H 6T

Their products are technologically sophisticated but often expensive and maintenance-
intensive.

TP IAG ah-Td] & | ST Bld & Ah TR HEH 3R IERETE-HUTH 51 & |

For high-income markets this model works well, but for developing and middle-income
countries the lifecycle cost rather than the purchase price becomes the decisive factor.
I 3T 9T SIORY 1 U8 H1ST 33T HTH Bl 8, Al fawprasiia ik nery 3ma ardt =it
¥ forg @iie god &1 S99 Siiaws anTd (uias R &5 ot g

A train that is cheaper to operate and easier to maintain over 30 years can be more
valuable than a more advanced train requiring complex support systems.

TS 3 ST 30 T qeh HaATferd He 3R TERWTd # Wil 81, 98 39 I o ¥ 31 HegaH
B Ut 8 o wife wad_ womeht &) s g1

India’s railway equipment has evolved under demanding operating conditions — high
utilisation, temperature extremes, dust, overloading and diverse track quality.

YRA & ¥ed SUBRUT B uiRara- uRfRufoal — 3= 3udhT, rafte aruH, 4@,
3t YR 3R fafay & ura & o9 fawRa gu gl

Designs have therefore prioritised robustness, maintainability and operating economy.

gﬁnmﬁm,wﬁmaﬁvmaﬁaﬁmwﬁm@wﬁﬁ
|

These characteristics match the needs of emerging railway networks worldwide.

3 faoaTt gfam Wk o IURA ¥d Aead @1 gz I A Wil 8

In other words, India’s rolling stock is naturally suited to the “Global South” market
segment.

G Teg! H YRA BT AT WP WIS ¥ I “Teigd Gr8Y” IR & T 309G g
However, exporting trains is fundamentally different from manufacturing them for
domestic use.

BTl o fafd &1 38 TR ST & fIT a9 ¥ Jd ©U ¥ 3T g

International railway procurement depends not only on engineering capability but also on
certification, lifecycle support and institutional confidence.
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Countries buying trains are effectively entering a 25-35 year relationship with the supplier.

1 W@eA aTd 3 IRAd H 25-35 qUf & Hae T YIY R g

The purchase becomes not just a commercial transaction but an infrastructure
partnership.

I8 Wi Had TS A-1-3 Ta! dfeh SIPRIHRR ATHSRT §7 et 3|

Global tech standards

AfYy de-ta! AD

The first requirement is alignment with globally recognised technical standards.

Ugel! IRl A U A HIRIGT U adb-iad! Ad] & oy g1 g

International tenders require compliance with European or international railway safety
norms covering structural strength fire safety and crashworthmess

Siagty Afdart gdta ar &1 AT BT UTe AT &, o ST
oI, R GR&T SR gHen 0| ?zrr&m'?

Indian manufacturers already possess strong engineering competence, but certification to
global standards must become routine.

YR AT Ugd 9 g1 Aol SST-TaiaT &1 I8 &, A iy AFSI & AR
wHUH afia g1 arfgul

Establishing dedicated certification cells in quality departments would remove a major
barrier to entry.

wiferd! YR & guftfa yHTo gT3ar R HA T Ta &1 T JST 14T R 81 9Hhd! 8|
The second requirement is appealing aesthetic, ergonomic and user interface design.
G SMAIH T SMTPYD (ST, AT 3 UGNt gextha 2

All touch points of user experience should be robust, durable and comfortable for
passengers.

3gya & Tt Wud fag moigd, fowrss Sik ol & fo siRmera® g1 anfeu|

For this, there is a need to establish exclusive Industrial Design Units in design
departments.

9 forg f&aie faurtt & faiy sitenfire fewirg=T so1aat Rifid oA &t sraxashd g
The third requirement is life cycle responsibility.

T sazgsdr Ssiia-rase g B

Successful exporters guarantee performance for decades through maintenance, training,
spare parts, diagnhostics and reliability monitoring.

Ia afdes vexaTa, uikiernr, WaR urdd, srviiert oiR fayasiaar ARt & aem
I ST AP Yo B IR 23

Indian manufacturers must move from a manufacturing mindset to a service mindset.
YRerg Fmtarsh o1 fmtor arafiedr 3 Jar arafyear @t 3R Sg-1 gl

Another element is coordinated institutional participation.

TS 30 dcd JUIT TR HRfler 8|

In international infrastructure contracts, financing arrangements, government cooperation
and project management often determine outcomes.

SARTET AT Sael H SR fITuIyor gawT, TRPRY TGART 3R TGS Hae
GRUMH 79 Hd 5

India already has experience in development partnerships and lines of credit to partner
nations.

YRA B Ugd § faar ArgigrRt 3k ArgieR o= ®1 $f$e arg < &1 34 5

Combining manufacturing capability, consultancy and financing support makes the
offering more attractive.

ferator arar, wRraRt 3R faxita Iwd= & Sisa § w9 3ifies 3y o= a1 B

Equally important is building an export-oriented supply chain.

I &1 Aeaquf § frrafa-s=a@ emyfd sae o1 faio
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Railway vehicles consist of specialised systems — braking, control electronics, doors,
passenger information and air-conditioning.

Yad argt # faviy yonferat — af, iz saeei=ed, evars, arft gEeT ok TaR-
ST A grell B

Export success depends on an integrated industrial network rather than a single factory.

frafd &t ol Teipd Siefiie Aead W MR axd g, 7 6 $9d 16 FRIAA R

Strategic dimension

VIS AT

Railway exports can become an instrument of economic diplomacy.
Yaq fafa snfife ge-ifa &1 wes a9 Toar gl
Many developing countries prefer partners who offer technology sharing and training.
3 fapTRie o= VY WRER a18d § S Wienfire! arsm &3 3R ufkiemor |
India’s experience in operating and maintaining large public transport networks makes it
well suited for this role.

_ uRag Acat $ Hara 3R IWI@IG § HRd BT 3Hd 59 39 YT & g
IUgad ST |
The global market is shifting toward suppliers who provide complete mobility solutions.
Ay IR 319 T Sfidhaisil &t 3R F¢ 38T 8 S guf fa=itedr Iwe™ UeH &d § |
By embracing this approach, India can become a dependable long-term partner for railway
development.
39 DDV B IUAHR HR ¥4 faedr & e fagaig Sdeifere Iier a9 goar gl
The opportunity is timely as many countries are expanding railways for sustainable
transport and climate commitments.
Tg AR JHAHE A § Fifb P S Fdd UiRae 3N Saarg ufaagarsit & forg Yo fawr
CREERS
Entering this market now would allow India to build global presence while demand is
expanding.
31t 5T ITOIR ® 3R R F HR B W g &b SR Affyer IufRufa 711 &1 R foremm|
For India’s manufacturing ambitions, railway exports stimulate industry, standardisation,
guality and global credibility.
YRd ! ftor qecareiansi & fRrg Yo fafa Sah, arsteor, qoraw ik e
fay-iaar &1 sgrar |
The path forward is clear: India must move from building trains for itself to building trains
for partners.
3T T I WY §: R &1 bad 3= firg a9 791 F 31 dgas ArgieR 3= & feg a9
A &1 = H S ghm |
If approached systematically, Railway Rolling stock could become one of India’s signature
engineering exports.
gfe qafyd T9 I 3 F¢1 oY af ¥ad AR T ld URd & U@ Feifrare fafal 3 9t
7 IS G|
The capability already exists; what remains is the decision to treat trains as a global
opportunity.

&A1 UgA § HiS[E §; 3fd 3Maxashdl & 31 ®) Afye 3w’ & w0 A 3w & Fofa 3
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We now know why some people had severe blood clots after COVID shots

3q g4 9d & f $© @i &1 coviD i & a1g 7R Yo & yad | a4

10Mar

UV camera snaps treetops glowing amid thunderstorm
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QuUIZ

-

We now know why some people had
severe blood clots after COVID shots

For years, the mechanism behind VITT cast a shadow over adenoviral vector vaccines — a technology that has otherwise been central to global

immunisation efforts; a study has provided explanation by identifying a particular protein to be the trigger and defining antibody features involved

Arun Panchapakesan

n early 2021, as COVID-19 vaccines

were being rolled out across the

world, reports began to surface of a

rare but alarming complication.
Some people who received the shots were
developing unusual blood clots. The cases
were first identified in Europe and later in
the US.

Notably, they were reported mainly
among recipients of the AstraZeneca and
Johnson & Johnson vaccines. The
common link between those two vaccines
was their design. Unlike the Pfizer and
Moderna shots, which used mRNA, both
the AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson
vaccines used a modified virus to deliver
DNA into the body’s cells. In roughly 3 to
10 cases per million vaccinated
individuals, depending on age and sex,
recipients developed unusual blood clots
accompanied by low platelet counts, a
condition that came to be known as
vaccine-induced immune
thrombocytopenia and thrombosis
(VITT),

Very soon, research groups started
reporting that the affected patients were
producing antibodies against a human
protein called platelet factor 4 (PF4). PF4
plays an important role in regulating the
formation of blood clots. In these
patients, antibodies were binding to PF4
and forming a complex that activated
platelets, driving both clot formation and
the low platelet counts.

However, the puzzling thing was PF4 is
a human pm[em The i unmune system is
not d to make against

Ahealth worker administers a dose of a COVID-19 to a woman in Lucknow, December 2021. SANDEEP SAXENA

self-proteins. In extremely rare cases,
autoimmune reactions do occur due to
genetic susceptibilities, but here, the
vaccines were designed to generate
immunity against the coronavirus spike
protein, not against PF4. How could this
be happening?

Delivering the recipe

At ts core, a vaccine is essentially a decoy.
It presents the immune system with
something that looks like the enemy, so
the system learns to recognise and defeat
the real thing later. The goal of the
COVID-19 vaccines was to teach the
immune system to recognise the
coronavirus’ spike protein. The vaccines
do not contain the coronavirus itself.
Instead, they deliver instructions that
prompt our bodies” own cells to briefly
produce a harmless piece of the virus.
The immune system sees this protein,
mounts a response, and forms memory
cells that stand ready for future
encounters.

Cells store DNA inside a structure
called the nucleus. When a protein needs
to be made, the cell first creates a
temporary working copy called
messenger RNA (mRNA). The mRNA then
exits into the main body of the cell, where
special molecular machines called
ribosomes make the protein from the
mRNA. The mRNA is short-lived and
quickly degraded.

Vaccines using mRNA such as Pfizer
and Moderna took advantage of this
system by delivering mRNA directly,
packaged inside lipid (fat) particles. The
mRNA never needed to enter the nucleus:
it was immediately read in the cell body to
produce the spike protein.

Delivering DNA is more complicated.
DNA must enter the nucleus for the cell to
make mRNA, which means crossing an

| protective barrier. Injecting
naked DNA is inefficient.

Unique antibodies
Viruses, on the other hand, are experts at
delivering DNA into cells. AstraZeneca
and Johnson & Johnson used a harmless,
genetically modified adenovirus as a
courier to efficiently carry the
coronavirus spike-encoding DNA into the
nucleus, from where the cell’s own
machinery took over. Once the cell made
the spike protein, it was displayed to the
immune system, which began to respond.
Among the first responders were B cells,
the antibody-producing cells of the body.
Each B cell carries on its surface a unique
receptor, generated by a remarkable
process of genetic reshuffling. During
B-cell development, segments of DNA are
randomly cut and pasted together in
different combinations, creating millions
of possible antibody designs. This process
ensures enormous diversity even before
an infection occurs.

When a B cell receptor recognises the
spike protein, it is activated and begins to
multiply. As it divides, its antibody genes
undergo further fine-tuning through small
mutations. Variants that bind the target
more ughv.ly are preferenually selec(ed in
a kind of microscopic

In roughly 3 to 10 cases

million vaccinated individuals,
recipients developed unusual
blood clots accompanied by low
platelet counts. a condition that
came to be known as
vaccine-induced immune
thrombocytopenia and
thrombosis (VITT), and it was
found that affected patients were
producing antibodies against a
human protein called platelet
factor 4 that is key in regulating
the formation of blood clots

England Journal of Medicine, i

reversed, the antibodies bound weakly
and were far less likely to trigger clotting.
The researchers then turned to the
next question: why this reaction occurred
only with vaccines that used an
adenovirus as the delivery vehicle. The
answer to that lay inside the virus itself.

Cast a shadow

A protein within the adenovirus, called
protein VII, contains a short stretch that
closely resembles part of PF4. To the
immune system, the entire adenovirus
particle used for delivery was foreign and
antibodies were naturally generated
against its components. This is a known
effect of these vaccines, and in almost all
cases it is harmless. In mounting this
response, the immune system first

reported that antibodies isolated from
patients from different countries — with
no known connection to one another —
were remarkably similar at the molecular
level. These antibodies weren’t just
targeting the same protein: they were
built using the same antibody gene
segments and carried highly similar
structural features. Even more intriguing:
nearly all the affected patients shared one
of two versnons of an antibody gene,

d IGLV3-21*02 or *03.

competition. Over days to weeks, !hls
iterative cycle produces antibodies of
increasing strength and specificity.

In theory, because this system relies on
random recombination and mutation,
every person’s antibodies are somewhat
unique, even when facing the same virus.

Same single mutation
This is generally true for most antibodies.
However, a new exception to this rule has

Additionally, in the process of fine-tuning,
all the patients had generated the same
single mutation, which led to a small
change in the protein. This change, when
coupled with the variations in two
versions of the antibody genes, altered
the electrical charge on that part of the
antibody that binds to its target.

When researchers recreated these
antibodies in the lab, they showed that
(hls small alteration made a big

been at the core of identifying the cause
behind the anti-PF4 antibodies from
patients with VITT. In a paper in the New

. With the change, the
antibodies stuck strongly to PF4 and
activated platelets. When the change was

produced antibodies against protein VII.
But as these antibodies were being
refined, that critical change, in those
individuals carrying one of the two
specific antibody gene variants, altered
their binding properties. As a result, the
antibodies were mistaking PF4 for the
viral protein and were reacting against the
body’s own proteins instead.

For years, the mechanlsm behind VITT
cast a shadow over adenoviral vector
vaccines — a technology that has
otherwise been central to global
immunisation efforts. The new study has
provided a clear molecular explanation
by identifying protein VII to be the trigger
and defining the precise antibody features
involved. In so doing, the study’s authors
— from Australia, Canada, Germany, and
the Netherlands — have paved the way for
future vaccines to be engineered even
more carefully, further strengthening the
safety of adenoviral vectors.

(Arun Panchapakesan is an assistant
professor at the Y.R. Gaitonde Centre for
AIDS Research and Education, Chennai.
arun.panchapakesan@gmail.com)

10Mar. We now know why some people had severe blood clots after COVID
shots

3(d g1 S & fF 9 @ &Y covID APl & 18 1R Yo & Yo i a1

e For years, the mechanism behind VITT cast a shadow over adenoviral vector vaccines —
a technology that has otherwise been central to global immunisation efforts; a study has
provided explanation by identifying a particular protein to be the trigger and defining
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antibody features involved.

ao—é'q'q“faw VITT %%Wﬁ%ﬁﬁ.q adenoviral vector vaccines Wﬂé@?ﬁwmw
—WT&’WW immunisation efforts # WW@% Udh study ﬁéﬂ'ﬁf

T fa=IY protein @ trigger & 0 H UgdM &R 3R gefda antibody features @I GRYTRA

PR STDBT WPIH U

In early 2021, as COVID-19 vaccines were being rolled out across the world, reports began

to surface of a rare but alarming complication.

2021 ! 3T H, 9 HIfas-19 AP g gfHar & T 1 3@ 3, I9 T gad Afdp feidroris

Sfedd &t Rac am= 3 @t

Some people who received the shots were developing unusual blood clots.

$a A 8, {58 s T 71U 2, SRITHIRI Yo & A Tb & Tl |

The cases were first identified in Europe and later in the U.S.

J A Y99 Ugd RIT | Uga T 3R 916 H Yo Ied SAfRPT & I S|

Notably, they were reported mainly among recipients of the AstraZeneca and Johnson &

Johnson vaccines.

ORIy =0 9, I ad Ta: WEOHPT SR S8 €8 S8+ & <l a4 ard @il & e 7y

The common link between those two vaccines was their design.

3 g Al & ol I Bt IHT fEwTS U

Unlike the Pfizer and Moderna shots, which used mRNA, both the AstraZeneca and

Johnson & Johnson vaccines used a modified virus to deliver DNA into the body’s cells.

BIZOR 3R AT & 1! I ST, S THIARTYAT HT IUIN FHRd 3, TERTST 3R AT

?W%%Waﬂaﬁﬁmsﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬂﬁ$mmﬁﬁamwww
I

In roughly 3 to 10 cases per million vaccinated individuals, depending on age and sex,

recipients developed unusual blood clots accompanied by low platelet counts, a condition

that came to be known as vaccine-induced immune thrombocytopenia and thrombosis

(VITT).

T Ufd o aRd SpTepd afeaal § 3 9 10 ATHE H, 3y 3R 1 & snuR w, df |

STA Iqd & YTP 3R Wede 1 S HBI <9 718, o Apr-afva ufaven

AT e A= SR USRI (VITT) S8l SH

Very soon, research groups started reporting that the affected patients were producing
antibodies against a human protein called platelet factor 4 (PF4).

dgd Slee, Y I 7 RUI &1 = fhan & uunfad 18s Wede Baev-4 (PF4) H® A
U & faee ufavaft 5138 1

PF4 plays an important role in regulating the formation of blood clots.

Tiuw4 Yo & Yot & FEi0 S i s & mgag! YieT A 8|

In these patients, antibodies were binding to PF4 and forming a complex that activated
platelets, driving both clot formation and the low platelet counts.

=7 e 3 e, faws & S Ue wHwE o R 2, R Wede 9 8 o 3 ok
Y Y & YaP T & IY-T1Y Wede Pt I HH gl ol 2|

However, the puzzling thing was PF4 is a human protein.

BIaifdh, Iae aretl a1 g Ut i Fiuwa o aa WA g

The immune system is not supposed to make antibodies against self-proteins.
UTAREHT & THT=d: 37U Bt Wil & o ufaveht =g sran

In extremely rare cases, autoimmune reactions do occur due to genetic susceptibilities,
but here, the vaccines were designed to generate immunity against the coronavirus spike
protein, not against PF4.

9gd gt g M Al B SrgafRie Yae-Ritadr & $Rur w@-ufavelt ufafirant g gt €, afeH
T8l Al B! BRIFT aTRY P WISP WA & favg Ufaren Iaa o34 & o s=mar mar an, =
b diuws & favg|

How could this be happening?

g HY 8 gl 82

Delivering the recipe

frd=r ugam &Y uftka
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e Atits core, avaccine is essentially a decoy.
Td 0 ¥, U b1 Idd § T YT I H aTell HIedH gial g |

e It presents the immune system with something that looks like the enemy, so the system
learns to recognise and defeat the real thing later.

Tg wfeReT o o) U =it foara @ S g=eeT St vt it B, 1fde o a1g  anafae Tk
UgaT=HT 3R ITY T URa T |

e The goal of the COVID-19 vaccines was to teach the immune system to recognise the
coronavirus’ spike protein.

PIAS-19 AP D1 I5T UFRET GF BT DRIFT IR & TSP WEH P Ugd=-1 R Tl
e The vaccines do not contain the coronavirus itself.
3 Al H W BRI araRy Hio[g el il
e Instead, they deliver instructions that prompt our bodies’ own cells to briefly produce a
harmless piece of the virus.

9% oY, J U A= STFeRT 3d € S 8AR YRR B BIRIB1T B 9IS 9T & g
IR 1 TP gI-Rigd ol s & fore Ifkd et &

e The immune system sees this protein, mounts a response, and forms memory cells that
stand ready for future encounters.

TFARET & 9 WA &1 UgaHax Ue Ulafehar Sad dRal § 3R VIfa HIRMBTE -ra1 § St
YISy & YoHH0T g W ged Tfshd g1 ol g1

e Cells store DNA inside a structure called the nucleus.
HIRHTE ST o) AU THS T & iR Gufed w8

e When a protein needs to be made, the cell first creates a temporary working copy called
messenger RNA (mMRNA).

SIq forelt WA 1 T ST 81l §, Al HIRIHT Ugdl U SRt i wfaferf amcht 8 o
AFR ARTAT (MRNA) FHl ST g |

e The mRNA then exits into the main body of the cell, where special molecular machines called
ribosomes make the protein from the mRNA.

3P §1¢ mMRNA ﬁﬁm%g@ YT H 9TeR Rpddr 8, S8l AgaH 9 IRy suifas
A= mRNA T A §9101 6
e The mRNA is short-lived and quickly degraded.

MRNA &1 Sia@Tel BIeT 81 § 3R g Sieg! 18 &1 oIl g |

e Vaccines using mMRNA such as Pfizer and Moderna took advantage of this system by
delivering mRNA directly, packaged inside lipid (fat) particles.

MRNA FT IUINT B ITa b oI WIFHR 3R ATSHT 3 T YUTE BT TH 33T §€ mRNA &Y
He fafors @@ woit & HidR 9% B ggan|

¢ The mRNA never needed to enter the nucleus: it was immediately read in the cell body to
produce the spike protein.

MRNA & ATfH® B Y B &1 TGAHdT o siat AT IH XA DITRIBT b T U H g
WTg® W ST S AT

e Delivering DNA is more complicated.
BT & U i wifed Bl 21

o DNA must enter the nucleus for the cell to make mRNA, which means crossing an additional
protective barrier.

B MRNA TH & o ST &1 A1fHS H U3 BT IS gl 7, forget arf @
e 3ifaRed YRETAD HRTY DI UR BT

¢ Injecting naked DNA is inefficient.

Y ST BT SoraH S GHT TET BT

Unique antibodies

fafre wfavaht

e Viruses, on the other hand, are experts at delivering DNA into cells.
TR 3R, arERE BB A e ugam A fadvw 8 g

e AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson used a harmless, genetically modified adenovirus
as a courier to efficiently carry the coronavirus spike-encoding DNA into the nucleus, from
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where the cell’'s own machinery took over.

3R SATE T8 S A TS gIF-Rfgd, STIaRIe U J NI TS araRy &1
ST A6 b T H foba, forad PRI ITTH &b TSP Bl Hedas P aTall SIAY FHTd!
1 Y fHS I Ugardl T, STg1 Y DIfRAebT B Ot A=Y A SF ot Ufdhar urd off|
Once the cell made the spike protein, it was displayed to the immune system, which began
to respond.
S DIRIPT - WD WE o1 foran, a 39 wlaRed 9 & e uga fovan man, o wfafesan
S g o fe|
Among the first responders were B cells, the antibody-producing cells of the body.
T Uga ufafshar 37 arell F ff SifRreprd off, o IR BT wfareh a9 arelt SIRreTd 8 B

Each B cell carries on its surface a unique receptor, generated by a remarkable process of
genetic reshuffling.

TS ot BHRIBT B g T U AT AT BT 7, SN STIA I Trradaw1 &t Th Ieaa-ig
UfehaT ¥ ST 8

During B-cell development, segments of DNA are randomly cut and pasted together in
different combinations, creating millions of possible antibody designs.

& FIRTET F faP F R AT & T 7 Tefsd T Q Hleh [Afis Ao J Sier

ST &, Forrd At o wfareft TR §cht €

This process ensures enormous diversity even before an infection occurs.

Ig UichaT THHU g J U ot Srafas fafderar gffdg st g

When a B cell receptor recognises the spike protein, it is activated and begins to multiply.

9 1 BIBT BT ATE WISP WA B! UgAHdl 8, ol 98 Tfehd 81 ST 8 3R T e |

As it divides, its antibody genes undergo further fine-tuning through small mutations.

%Iaa's’ﬁmmam%, 9 Tu WRRE S B1e SaRad=l & T @ 3R s uRSpd g
I

Variants that bind the target more tightly are preferentially selected in a kind of microscopic

evolutionary competition.

Gﬁ??gawﬁafmnmq—cﬁ%@ﬁ?, I e ©R @1 ferrard) uferaef & wrufiesdr 3 g

Sdr g |

Over days to weeks, this iterative cycle produces antibodies of increasing strength and

specificity.

P ol A AP g & SR, T8 TRIg = 3ifie Wi 3R faRwer ard ufareht Sam

IRAT I

In theory, because this system relies on random recombination and mutation, every

person’s antibodies are somewhat unique, even when facing the same virus.

Rrgid =u ¥, Fife g8 yureh arefde gaHaeH iR Safkady W emuid g, 3o ue &
qTI BT WA B3 W+ 8 e & ufaralht oo gq do AR i g1

Same single mutation

TS o gHH

This is generally true for most antibodies.
T8 AT Sifireh e wferfarat & forw et drar 1

However, a new exception to this rule has been at the core of identifying the cause behind the
anti-PF4 antibodies from patients with VITT.

gTditep, 39 W &1 U 741 3uare vITT ¥ 1ifSd AT # UTT 7Y anti-PF4 UfaRféral & &Rl
B UgaH & Hg W@

In a paper in the New England Journal of Medicine, investigators reported that antibodies
isolated from patients from different countries — with no known connection to one another —
were remarkably similar at the molecular level.

Y s T ST AFSRA & UH1RId e Meyu= § [Nedhaisdt = gard i 3erT-3rerT o=if &
RIS & U UfeRaft — ST 3ue & $is 1 Yey 7T 4T — SMMouIfde ®R R 3gRioHS ©U
BREIER]

These antibodies weren'’t just targeting the same protein: they were built using the same
antibody gene segments and carried highly similar structural features.
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3 vifoRel Had Ueb &1 WIdH ! w1ed el &1 X6 3: I THH wforel ot Tt 9 9 3 ok 31
SHATIS T AT D faRary off |

e Even more intriguing: nearly all the affected patients shared one of two versions of an
antibody gene, designated IGLV3-21*02 or *03.

3R ot I a1 Tg At o5 Ty Wt gufa TS & wfareht ofter & <1 Tearon § 9 Uw urn
T, f5% IGLV3-21*02 AT 03 &gl Il 8

e Additionally, in the process of fine-tuning, all the patients had generated the same single
mutation, which led to a small change in the protein.
& SHfafad, ufrsmeor uforar & R 9 TS & a6) U |HT Scafad url T[T, R
WA 8 T BieT uRadd gal

e This change, when coupled with the variations in two versions of the antibody genes, altered
the electrical charge on that part of the antibody that binds to its target.

I8 uRadH, 99 wfarelt St & & Txavil 8 Oive fafauarstt & ary Se, d uferel & 39 um
& faggd 3MMa B 98 &l § off 30 |&T I ISl 5|

e When researchers recreated these antibodies in the lab, they showed that this small
alteration made a big difference.

9 MedHarstt = gAnTRIen & 39 gfaRferdt o go: [ foan, a 3= uran f& ag ater uRad=
ST 3R I HRT g
e With the change, the antibodies stuck strongly to PF4 and activated platelets.

29 gRad= & A1y uferel PF4 ¥ Toigd U ¥ faue U iR Wedew &1 Ifoha &R 3|

e When the change was reversed, the antibodies bound weakly and were far less likely to
trigger clotting.

S 39 uRad- &1 Iae fear T, @ ufoRfar 1 Je1d HHR 1 T 3R YTBT g9 Bt JUIE
§§d HH N TR

e The researchers then turned to the next question: why this reaction occurred only with
vaccines that used an adenovirus as the delivery vehicle.

P TG YDA = ST U o[l fob I8 Ufdfehdr had 3 il | gl ol g8 o |
TSHIATRY & a8® & =0 H SUANT fohar 41 |
e The answer to that lay inside the virus itself.

THPHT IR WY IR & iR g1 fyur ganm

Cast a shadow
DM STAAT

e A protein within the adenovirus, called protein VII, contains a short stretch that closely
resembles part of PF4.

TSHARRY & iR Aivlg Ue WidH, 5= WA Vil 81 of1a 8, § TP BieT HFT 81T § ot PF4
¥ TP TR T BTt year-Spadn 71

e Tothe immune system, the entire adenovirus particle used for delivery was foreign and
antibodies were naturally generated against its components.
wfaren @ & fo, faarur & fore IuznT fosan T GRT TSarRy & uT aTest T 3R 39% Uedh! &
faog wvifaw wu § ufereht 3 gul

e This is a known effect of these vaccines, and in almost all cases it is harmless.
7 31 Al BT Ueb 1 UG § R Tmmet vt arvedl & e grieRfRd gian 81

¢ In mounting this response, the immune system first produced antibodies against protein VII.

39 ufafshar & TR UfaRen 07 ¥ g9 ugd M vil & faog uferel s

e But as these antibodies were being refined, that critical change, in those individuals carrying
one of the two specific antibody gene variants, altered their binding properties.

b1 T 2 UIRTAE I R TRl fpa O g7 o, e 31 cfdral & — fordl o fasiw
wfeRelt SiF yoRI & 9 Ue AN 3T — I8 He@yUl URad S0 dU 0T $! dad odl 5|

e As aresult, the antibodies were mistaking PF4 for the viral protein and were reacting against
the body’s own proteins instead.

W, UfaRelt PF4 1 IR WA IHgH o 3R TRR & 34 M & avg ufafear
|
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e For years, the mechanism behind VITT cast a shadow over adenoviral vector vaccines — a
technology that has otherwise been central to global immunisation efforts.

B3 qU 9B VITT & U B o TSHIATRT ddex ddl IR ¥ag &1 ST SIadl 36T — Siaih I
b1 Ay PTeur il # srcdd eyl W6t 81

e The new study has provided a clear molecular explanation by identifying protein VIl to be
the trigger and defining the precise antibody features involved.

T 3T A WA VIl $I fTTR & =0 T ugaHa SR it ufavel faivarsi & Wy axe
TS WY AUIH RS UG S

¢ In so doing, the study’s authors — from Australia, Canada, Germany, and the Netherlands
— have paved the way for future vaccines to be engineered even more carefully, further
strengthening the safety of adeno\yiral vectors.

T UPR, 3T 3T &b gD — , BTST, ST 3R ieRds § — HAT & Sl &
ﬁmm%uﬁﬁﬁwmmmwmﬁ%mﬁqﬁmmﬁww
AoIgd gt

coronae on a sweetgum tree and a 10Mar. UV camera shaps
loblolly pine. Their findings provide the

r . .
UV Came a first direct evidence and quantification of treetops g lowin g am id

SNAPS [reetops e i evid Meieam asowioe — thunderstorm
. . at the ultraviolet glow 1s not to one % aa. ﬁ
glowing amid AP UST

spot but hops sporadically from leaf to
%ﬁﬁ“q‘r HI AR A qrelt UV
thunderstorm

Vasudevan Mukunth

leaf and branch to branch. In some
instances, the glow followed a branch
even as it swayed in the wind. These 3:TRT
discharges typically lasted between a
fraction of a second and a few seconds. By e Thunderstorms create large
comparing the field observations with .
hunderstorms create large laboratory experiments on smaller trees, Qmounts of electricity that we see as
T an}?}g‘ﬁ;d Ellff(tjl"idg Lhaftwe see  the team established a direct link ligh trl’\l Ing.
as ng. Under these storms, - . a@- > a')—\’ﬁ-
scientists believed that electricity would E;;‘:xg 1;_1111{; I;_:-:-ﬁ)hutll:f;‘; :fe?tilglatfguwr?f:r:t Q\‘*’ SUCICIYICE J;;l ﬁ ﬁjasﬁ 3¢ :ﬁi
flow through trees, giving them a dull i m ﬁ\_l'li‘ﬁ' TJHP & g f m
ultraviolet glow, and affect the flowing through the tree. % Sl
surrounding environment. These
discharges are called coronae. However,
no one measured these ‘glows’, predicted
nearly a century ago, until recently.

In a new study published in
Geophysical Research Letters, researchers
from Pennsylvania State University
reported using a new mobile instrument

The team also found that a typical

corona discharge emits approximately
one hundred billion photons, a level of

light corresponding to an electrical
current of about one microampere
flowing through an individual tree

gl

e Under these storms, scientists
believed that electricity would flow
through trees, giving them a dull
ultraviolet glow, and affect the

branch. While 1 p.A is a small amount of surroundlng environment.

electricity — 10,000-times lower than the g4 EﬁTF[ as-nﬁﬁ AR IGGIR ]%-T
opening a new door to study how forests ﬁ]l.l.l‘l‘eﬂl]‘l[ n gln LED - the reseaadjers noted faﬁﬁ'ﬂ' 'a?-a' a7 HIYH @ EIHT%H a_cﬁ %

and thunderstorms interact. COTS had a aF ese SCharg?S occurred across 9 .

special camera that was sensitive only toa  entire forest canopies as the storm passed EREESEL gedh! UR T THP IAT €|é

called the Corona Observing Telescope
System (COTS) to provide the first direct
observations of coronae in the wild, thus

narrow range of ultraviolet light. Because ~ overhead, summing up to a sizeable 3ﬁq ITIUT 'q’q'TaTUT UT9 gSdl
the earth’s ozone layer blocks this specific i rrent. ’I,‘hey also Exp[::anded their % a; Wy . % !
observations to include four other storms * These discharges are called

coronae.

3 faggd Fides % BRIFTT Hgl SaT 3|

ranging from Florida to Pennsylvania,
suggesting these “swaths of scintillating

The findings provide the first
direct evidence of coronae in

the wild and its quantification corona g[ow” are a common and . However. no one measured
widespread phenomenon during peak p o
thunderstorm activity. these gtlfws ptlredlcted nearly a century
wavelength of sunlight, the camera could The findings, the researchers wrote, ago, untl recently
detect the ultraviolet radiation from ; ;
electrical discharges without being inform our understan_dmg of the m T TP -\:ﬁﬁ .qga. lﬁw ﬁ
blinded by daytime light or reflected sun. ~atmosphere. They pointed out that the T|§ Enl TR Bl Bl db fod 3 | 7-|€T
The team mounted COTS inaresearch ~ coronae produced large amounts of the
vehicle, allowing them to track storm hyd_roxyl radical (rhe ion OHY) which YT
clouds and observe the tops of tall trees k ’, : f
from a distance. The researchers also acted like a detergent for the air by ® Ina new StUdy pu blished in

used an electric field mill to measure the ~ removing hydrocarbons and altering the

intensity of the storm’s electrificationand ~ forest’s air quality. The voltage surges

a ‘,"'efaﬁ"”‘ ;‘;‘ﬂo‘?&? l‘e;ﬂl;id “‘-"ndéfom like  agsociated with these glows can also

rainiall an umidity. S way, the team

reported that during a thunderstorm in cause small b!'lt permaneqt damage to

North Carolina in the U.S., it observed trees by burning the fine tips of leaves.
(mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in)

Geophysical Research Letters,
researchers from Pennsylvania State
University reported using a new mobile
instrument called the Corona Observing
Telescope System (COTS) to provide
the first direct observations of coronae in
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the wild, thus opening a new door to study how forests and thunderstorms interact.
Geophysical Research Letters T eI Udh U A T oAy we qﬁaﬁ&"r &
MyHarst 3 Corona Observing Telescope System (COTS) T T U ISR IUHRUT BT
JUART HRd §U T ol aTdTaR0l & BRIFTE BT Ugdl Y& Sidalie- (ohdT, for a8 99sH &
fore = urf e foh a1 3R T 8 RER forar avd g |

COTS had a special camera that was sensitive only to a narrow range of ultraviolet light.

COTS T U faRIY HHRT UT Sl Had T A TAT o1 URTETHT IR & Ufd Jae-=iia ol

Because the earth’s ozone layer blocks this specific wavelength of sunlight, the camera
could detect the ultraviolet radiation from electrical discharges without being blinded by
daytime light or reflected sun.

i gl B i Uvd G4 & 39 AN a1 B IS <l §, TR I8 A fad & UbTe
1 Riafdd g4 & uHa § guifad gu fom fagga fAdee 3 Aean o wrrawet fafes=or &1 oar
T b dT YTl

The team mounted COTS in a research vehicle, allowing them to track storm clouds and
observe the tops of tall trees from a distance.

A9 COTS B TH ATHYT aTe & T, o o T argal &1 UIaT R 9dd ¥ 3R iR
Y F2 U 3t Afedl o1 Igaie HR Jobd |

The researchers also used an electric field mill to measure the intensity of the storm’s
electrification and a weather station to record conditions like rainfall and humidity.

Mywarst 7 B & faggdteur @ digd Ao & o gafees wies fira sk auf qur
&mé@u&@mﬁﬂW%mﬁw@Hm ff SuT foa |

This way, the team reported that during a thunderstorm in North Carolina in the U.S., it
observed coronae on a sweetgum tree and a loblolly pine.

T YHR A 3 I b Tgar T SARBT & A1 SRS & 37T Th TWBTH & SR S
% WieT™ 1S 3R U6 dlsardl urgd | SR o9 |

Their findings provide the first direct evidence and quantification of coronae in the wild.

I fspy Tipfas uRkfRufaal # SIRIFE & Ugd Ude THI0N 3R HETES JI0H Y& &d & |
The team also wrote that the ultraviolet glow is not fixed to one spot but hops sporadically
from leaf to leaf and branch to branch.

g 7 g ot forar i WRISTH 90 Ue g RF R RR 761 W sfew sifafta v o3 whtd
Uil 3R WTET | AT I Hed! el 8

In some instances, the glow followed a branch even as it swayed in the wind.

$S Al § I8 99 ga1 § fgad! gs XAl & Wry-91y e gt

These discharges typically lasted between a fraction of a second and a few seconds.

3 fAdgT IHId: U Ahs & 3R J THR $O b dd - 6d 3

By comparing the field observations with laboratory experiments on smaller trees, the
team established a direct link between the brightness of the ultraviolet light and the
amount of electrical current flowing through the tree.

B VSt R fHT T TARTRITET WaRN & 1Y ATt Sraaie-l & gaT HRab S = WRISTHL
UPHTR B T9P 3R U3 & ATeqd § yaried g1 arelt fagga oRT & offa dter Jaie wifid faan
The team also found that a typical corona discharge emits approximately one hundred
billion photons, a level of light corresponding to an electrical current of about one
microampere flowing through an individual tree branch.

& 7 75 ot g o U IR SRIAT fRidgeT T U A 3R Wi Scford oRdl 8, off
i U U ot XTI TORA aTell TTHT U ATSHITRAR &1 faggd YRT & RIS gl g |
While 1 pA is a small amount of electricity — 10,000-times lower than the current in an LED
— the researchers noted that these discharges occurred across entire forest canopies as
the storm passed overhead, summing up to a sizable current.

gTand 1 rnsaﬁqﬁmagamwﬁ%wﬁ% St geg Sl H yarfed URT ¥ @IHT 10,000
AT o § — R off SMedpataf 3 urr i 3 fAde X a9 3 Sadt & 81d § 9e TH SR I
ToRdT 8, oY o e U 981 4RT 89 St 31

They also expanded their observations to include four other storms ranging from Florida to
Pennsylvania, suggesting these “swaths of scintillating corona glow” are a common and
widespread phenomenon during peak thunderstorm activity.

3B MO HAIDBAI BT AR FARST & YARIEAT 0% ST IR 3= W1 b (o],
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e The findings, the researchers wrote, inform our understanding of the atmosphere.
Meywarst = forar fas & sy arpEsa & gAR 99 &1 95 o1 ¢ |

e They pointed out that the coronae produced large amounts of the hydroxyl radical (OH-),
which acted like a detergent for the air by removing hydrocarbons and altering the forest's

air quality.

IR IR {5 PRI St A6 H TS IfRId MSHA (OH-) SUF T &, Sl FTgSIPpIas bl

BTTHR 3R a9 DI IR UIGT B! IGADR gal & (AU fEesie DI qRE B Bl ¢
e The voltage surges associated with these glows can also cause small but permanent
damage to trees by burning the fine tips of leaves.

ngﬁ%@mmuﬁﬁ%wmﬁwmﬁﬁﬁwmmﬁuﬁmm
|

Answers to I-:arch 5 quiz:

1. 1975 Soviet mission that photographed
Venus’s surface - Ans: Venera 9

2. NASA mission that used SAR to see
through Venus’s clouds - Ans: Magellan
3. Twin Soviet missions that deployed He
balloons in Venus's atmosphere - Ans:
Vega

4. Phenomenon revealed by Venus
Expression mission in 2006 - Ans:
Super-rotation

5. Braking technigue that Magellan,
Venus Express used - Ans: Aerobraking
Visual: Akatsuki

First contact:
Tamal Biswas | K.N. Viswanathan | Anmol
Agrawal | Prem Raj P.

Answer: Magellan

Venus.

e The spacecraft used Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) to penetrate Venus’s thick sulphuric-

10Mar. QUIZ : Venera 9 Mission (1975)
Answer: Venera 9

e Venera 9 was a Soviet Union space mission
launched on June 8, 1975 as part of the Venera
programme to study the planet Venus. It became the first
spacecraft in history to transmit photographs from the
surface of another planet.

e The lander successfully touched down on October
22,1975, sending back black-and-white images of Venus’s
rocky terrain.

e  Despite Venus’s extreme conditions—
temperatures around 465°C and atmospheric pressure
about 90 times that of Earth—the probe transmitted data
for about 53 minutes, providing valuable information about
Venus’s surface and atmosphere.

Magellan Mission to Venus

Magellan was a NASA space mission launched on May 4, 1989 to study the planet

acid cloud cover, which prevents visible-light observation.

e Using radar mapping, Magellan produced the first high-resolution global map of Venus,
covering about 98% of the planet’s surface.

e  The mission revealed volcanic plains, impact craters, and tectonic features. According to
planetary science studies, Magellan’s data significantly improved scientific understanding of
Venusian geology and surface evolution.

Vega Missions to Venus

Answer: Vega

Vega 1 and Vega 2 were twin Soviet space missions launched in December 1984 to study
Venus and later observe Halley’s Comet.
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During their Venus encounter in June 1985, the probes released helium-filled balloons into
Venus’s atmosphere at about 54 km altitude.

These balloons floated for nearly 46 hours, transmitting data on temperature, pressure,
wind speed, and atmospheric composition, helping scientists better understand the
dynamic circulation and meteorology of Venus’s atmosphere.

Super-Rotation of Venus’s Atmosphere

Answer: Super-rotation

Super-rotation refers to the phenomenon in which the atmosphere of Venus rotates much
faster than the planet itself.

The European Space Agency’s Venus Express mission, launched in 2005 and operational
around 2006, provided detailed observations confirming this behaviour.

Venus takes about 243 Earth days to rotate once, yet its upper atmosphere circles the
planet in roughly 4 Earth days.

Using instruments such as VIRTIS, scientists studied wind patterns and cloud motion,
improving understanding of planetary atmospheric dynamics and climate processes.

Aerobraking Technique in Venus Missions

Answer: Aerobraking

Aerobraking is a spacecraft maneuver used to reduce orbital speed by using
atmospheric drag instead of large amounts of fuel.

Missions such as NASA’s Magellan and the European Space Agency’s Venus Express
used aerobraking while orbiting Venus.

By repeatedly passing through the upper atmosphere, friction slowed the spacecraft and
gradually adjusted its orbit.

This technique conserves propellant and allows more payload for scientific instruments.
Similar orbital manoeuvres have also been demonstrated in missions like Japan’s Akatsuki
Venus probe, which studies Venus’s atmosphere and climate dynamics.
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India’s cheetah population hits 53 with new litter at Kuno.
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192 bird species recorded in Silent Valley

Th!!lml !ul !ur" IeIaIuI I " " I I I I I

PALAKKAD

A comprehensive bird sur-
vey conducted in the Si-
lent Valley National Park
in Kerala documented 192
bird species, highlighting
the remarkable avian di-
versity of the region. The
survey, held from March 6
to 8, covered both the
core and buffer zones of
the national park.

During the survey, par-
ticipants recorded rare
migratory species such as
the Asian house martin
and the Western house
martin. Around 85 bird-
watchers from Kerala and
Tamil Nadu took part in
the exercise.

Assistant Wildlife War-
den V.S. Vishnu, who
coordinated the initiative,
said this was the first time

Black-and-orange flycatcher

such an extensive survey
had been carried out
across the entire national
park.

The survey was jointly
organised by the Kerala
Forest Department and
the Malabar Natural Histo-
ry Society (MNHS). The
team documented 20 bird
species endemic to the
Western Ghats, including
the Nilgiri laughing-
thrush, Black-and-orange

Nilgiri blue robin

flycatcher, White-bellied
treepie, Nilgiri pipit,
White-bellied blue fly-
catcher and  Nilgiri
sholakili.

Researchers also re-
corded evidence of breed-
ing in around 11 species,
including the Sri Lanka
frogmouth (Mackachika-
da), Indian nightjar (Ra-
chukk), Bronzed drongo
(Lalithakaka),  Malabar
trogon (Theekaka), Crim-

10Mar. 192 bird species recorded in Silent Valley

Argeie adt § 102 yaht yenfaaf gef

e 192 bird species recorded in Silent Valley.

192 it yorfaal Argde deft & g5l &1 TS|

son-backed sunbird (Che-
ruthenkili), Purple-
rumped sunbird (Man-
jathenkili), and Malabar
imperial pigeon (Pokana).

Although bird surveys
had previously been con-
ducted in different parts
of the park, this was the
first survey to cover all 21
forest camps, including

high-altitude  locations
such as Poochipara,
Koomban, Sispara,

Meenbhani and Walak-
kad.

Among the camps,
Anavaayi recorded the
highest number of species
(95), followed by Thathen-
galam (94), Uppukandam
(93) and Keeripara (92).
The survey also noted a
healthy diversity of birds
of prey, including noctur-
nal raptors such as owls
and nightjars.

e A comprehensive bird survey conducted in the Silent Valley National Park in Kerala
documented 192 bird species, highlighting the remarkable avian diversity of the region.

ST & Hgeie doi AP S H [T T U sayes uaft waeror 7 192 ua yefaar ool &1

TE, S &7 1 Ieoray uah fafduar & ewid g1

e The survey, held from March 6 to 8, covered both the core and buffer zones of the national

park.

U8 |V 6 ¥ 8 HIF o s1d fova T, foraw P SeT & PR 3R TWR &A1 Gl ol i

fopar )

o During the survey, participants recorded rare migratory species such as the Asian house
martin and the Western house martin.

AT & SR TR = gefy wareht wenfaat o TRre grew aiféq ok awe grew

miféa of Bl

e Around 85 birdwatchers from Kerala and Tamil Nadu took part in the exercise.

3 31T H e MR aftradrg I T LT 85 ueh Uty 3 wm femm

e Assistant Wildlife Warden V.S. Vishnu, who coordinated the initiative, said this was the
first time such an extensive survey had been carried out across the entire national park.

U Ugd &1 Y099 $H- a1 e a-aeild ars+ da1.vq. fawy = g1 fo 98 gl IR § 59
QX TP ST # 30 fawqa adar fbar ma g

e The survey was jointly organised by the Kerala Forest Department and the Malabar Natural

History Society (MNHS).

Ig A&UT B I FAUTT 3R ATATER AgRa 3 Fargdt (MNHS) gRT Igad =0
Sranford foear
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e The team documented 20 bird species endemic to the Western Ghats, including the Nilgiri
laughingthrush, Black-and-orange flycatcher, White-bellied treepie, Nilgiri pipit, White-
bellied blue flycatcher and Nilgiri sholakili.

Ay 3 ufyedht gre $t 20 wifae veh yenfaat oo &f, S Faf arftbmim, e-vs-

PIGHEZIRUIEEE]

e Researchers also recorded evidence of breeding in around 11 species, including the Sri
Lanka frogmouth (Mackachikada), Indian nightjar (Rachukk), Bronzed drongo
(Lalithakaka), Malabar trogon (Theekaka), Crimson-backed sunbird (Cheruthenkili),
Purple-rumped sunbird (Manjathenklll) and Malabar |mper|al plgeon (Pokana)

YHATSM 7 TTHT 11 USATiaral |

oA & AT off oof fopg,
ATgeTR (XYTP), SIS TN (ATTYBTHI), Waﬂﬁ(zﬂm

BITHTSY

(HFPIFIDTST), SfETT AgeeiR
forra-dos IS @ Afed), uda-vns Jaas @ondfeed) iR araer seiifvad s

(TP 2T B

e Although bird surveys had previously been conducted in different parts of the park, this was
the first survey to cover all 21 forest camps, including high-altitude locations such as
Poochipara, Koomban, Sispara, Meenbhani and Walakkad.
graites ueh |deror uga oft urds & fafir fgwt & foru 7w 9, Afes= a8 ugenm aderor o1 o
T2t 21 71 RIfFERY ) =nfira fovan man, e S=a ars ot R S YRaRT, S5,
Rrrurr, furh oIk araaws W g

e Among the camps, Anavaayi recorded the highest number of species (95), followed by
Thathengalam (94), U%pukandam (93) and Keeripara (92).

g4 fafe=y o
(93) 3R PIRURT (92) 3|

TS e gTTferar (95) ISt B T3, S SIe YATAH (94), SUheEH

e The survey also noted a healthy diversity of birds of prey, including nocturnal raptors

such as owls and nightjars.

Taerr § RpR H ara ufdrat 3t fafaear o st o 18, o iR YeR o Ieg iR

AR M g

India’s cheetah population

hits 53 with new litter at Kuno

India’s cheetah population has crossed 50 since
the launch of the Centre’s reintroduction
programme for the species, after a Namibian
cheetah gave birth to five cubs at Madhya
Pradesh’s Kuno National Park, taking the total
tally to 53. Union Minister for Environment,
Forests, and Climate Change Bhupender Yadav
shared the news on X, saying the cubs were born
to Jwala, a third-time mother now, who had been
translocated from Namibia in September 2022 at
the launch of Project Cheetah. “With this birth,
the number of Indian-born thriving cubs has
risen to 33, marking the 10th successful cheetah
litter on Indian soil — another important
milestone in India’s cheetah conservation
journey,” he said.

10Mar. India’s cheetah population hits 53 with
new litter at Kuno.

HRA ¥ Hidl ST H&IT Bl H ¢ ATGD] & & &
1Y 53 Ugd T |

¢ India’s cheetah population has crossed 50 since
the launch of the Centre’s reintroduction programme for
the species, after a Namibian cheetah gave birth to five
cubs at Madhya Pradesh’s Kuno National Park, taking the
total tally to 53.
YRA # il S WS 9 Yol & fod &g & gava=n
HTIHH B LA & d1e 50 T 31 81 778 8, o Afrars
AT 3 A US P H TN A H Ul WED! B oFH
fean, for e W@ 53 81 s |

e Union Minister for Environment, Forests, and
Climate Change Bhupender Yadav shared the news on X,
saying the cubs were born to Jwala, a third-time mother
now, who had been translocated from Namibia in
September 2022 at the launch of Project Cheetah.
Fdta yatarur, a1 3R Saarg ufvad @it yus area 3 a8
SR X TR WIS 1 3R Hg] b Y RTaeh saTelt AHSD <iell 4
S §, S 3F it R uf a7 SR ol Rydaw 2022 &
Hioide FiaT &1 BT & TH ATHifaar d RiTiaid o
T YT
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o “With this birth, the number of Indian-born thriving cubs has risen to 33, marking the 10th

successful cheetah litter on Indian soil — another important milestone in India’s cheetah

conservation journey,” he said.

‘T O & AIY HRA A S I maei &t T=1 33 B1 7S ©, S R YR R a1 &
103 B TP 0 B GRITdT § — T8 HIRT B T W&UT I & U SR Agaayul Hie &1
URR §," 351 BTl

GS Paper I11: 1S

TOPICS COVERED

| 10 March 2026

10Mar

The lesson is national security cannot be outsourced

I T & b TP qReq &t ersedd ) fvar o gavan

The lesson is national security cannot be outsourced

tis the second week of war since strikes by
l the United States and Israel on Iran began on

February 28 citing ‘existential’ and
‘imminent’ threats. A joint offensive by two of the
world’s most lethal and technologically advanced
militaries was expected to crush Iran quickly —
but Iran has struck back hard, hitting targets once
thought safe or ‘untouchable’.

Why has Iran targeted them? How does it
change the nature of war? These targets are the
various American military bases and assets
spread over the Gulf region in Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates (UAE), Qatar, Bahrain,
Jordan, Iraq, Syria and Oman. These attacks,
combined with strikes on critical energy
infrastructure, such as oil depots, oil fields, gas
fields and perhaps most crucially, the closure of
the Strait of Hormuz — have thrown the entire
region into panic. Tough questions are being
asked, especially on the security guarantees that
America has been promising the region for over
decades. There is a sense of disbelief and
helplessness in the region witnessing the bubble
of externally sponsored security blow away in no
time. Many are questioning the logic of it all while
others are already looking at alternate security
options for the future.

The Gulf security arrangement

As the war continues, there are reports that the
missile interceptors in the Gulf countries have
run out with the U.S. unable to replenish them,
prioritising the limited availability of these critical
defensive systems for Israel. Why are the Gulf
countries so helpless in defending themselves?
The answer lies in a security arrangement worked
out in the region, through America, almost 45
years ago.

P

|

Rajeev Agarwal
is a West Asia expert,
a Senior Research
Consultant at the
Chintan Research
Foundation, Delhi,
and

a retired colonel

The ongoing
conflict exposes
America’s
security
promises as
illusory and
unreliable

After the Iranian Revolution in 1979-80, the
region’s monarchies felt threatened and the US.
promised to defend Gulf stability against external
threats. In his 1980 State of the Union Address, in
reaction to the 1979 Iranian revolution, U.S.
President Jimmy Carter had assured the region,
and warned that any outside attempt to control
the Persian Gulf would be regarded as an assault
on vital interests of the U.S., and that such an
assault would be repelled by any means
necessary, including military force.

There were several more initiatives later. At the
U.S.-Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Summit in
Riyadh in May 2017, a proposed

turning point came with the Kargil War in 1999,
which exposed both critical shortages and
vulnerabilities arising from import dependencies.
One of key recommendations of the Kargil Review
Committee was achieving self-reliance in military
equipment.

However, it was only after 2014, that ‘Atma
Nirbharta’ or self-reliance actually took shape.
Over the past decade, the import percentages
have gone down and indigenous productions
have taken off with private players being
encouraged and even incentivised. In FY 2024-25,
Indian exports touched a record 23,622 crore

(approximately $2.78 billion) while

regional alliance in the form of an ‘Arab " import percentages came down to
NATO’ or the Middle East Strategic 25%-30%. Major weapon platforms
Alliance (MESA) was mooted, including ¥ S~ such as the BrahMos missile, Tejas

the GCC nations, and Egypt, and

Jordan. It failed to take off due to the
diplomatic blockade on Qatar in June

2017. And, after the Israeli missile strike

on Doha, Qatar, targeting the Hamas
leadership in September 2025, the U.S.

had assured iron-clad security

guarantees to Qatar akin to Article 5of U
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATOQ) Charter.

However, all past U.S. efforts and assurances
have come to nothing. The U.S. has failed to
protect the Gulf countries, and the ongoing
conflict demonstrates that its security guarantees
are illusory, ineffective and unreliable. The Gulf
states can no longer count on American
assurances for their future safety.

What India can learn
There are crucial lessons. For decades, India has
been one of the top importers of arms. The

WEST
ASIA®
CRISIS

fighter aircraft, artillery guns, and

ammunition are in demand

internationally, while several

foreign-origin systems are now being
| manufactured in India.

‘ Looking ahead
~ The war in Iran has many bitter lessons
for the region and the world. Reports

suggest that Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Qatar are
not only considering reducing their investment
commitments in the U.S. but are also exploring
options to remove American military bases from
their soil. If this happens, it will be the most
transformative change in the regional security
architecture since its inception almost 50 years
ago. How this will unfold and what the future Gulf
security architecture will look like remains to be
seen. One thing is clear. A lesson from this war is
that national security cannot be bought or
outsourced.

10Mar. The lesson is national security cannot be outsourced

e I3 3 P TP GRan 3t snacHrd 81 fbar s wenan

War escalation in West Asia and attacks on U.S. assets in the Gulf

Ui TR A g5 1 iR ok Wil &7 # smifve fowl = saat

e ltisthe second week of war since strikes by the United States and Israel on Iran began on
February 28 citing ‘existential’ and ‘imminent’ threats.

28 a3 &l ARSI

BU U T HC & 91 U8 G5 BT -1 T8 & |
¢ Ajoint offensive by two of the world’s most lethal and technologically advanced militaries
was expected to crush Iran quickly.
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But Iran has struck back hard, hitting targets once thought safe or ‘untouchable’.

Qe T 2 FH8T 9aTd ol gU 31 &4l IR gHaT fohdT forg el GRI&d a1 “3rggel [T Sl T
Why has Iran targeted them?

M A 39 983t P o) A=A ST

How does it change the nature of war?

8 g5 D! UPfd &I HY ggadl 82

These targets are the various American military bases and assets spread over the Gulf
region in Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Qatar, Bahrain, Jordan, Iraq,
Syria and Oman.

Y & Al IRY, HYT 3RT HRIG, FR, TgH, SlsH, @, WRAT 3R A 7
TSt 8 P AR T 3 3R THTeH B

These attacks, combined with strikes on critical energy infrastructure, such as oil depots,
oil fields, gas fields, and perhaps most crucially, the closure of the Strait of Hormuz have
thrown the entire region into panic.

S g & 1Y HEedqul SHoit TEIEHT o 96 HSR, A &7, A9 & 3R vy &0 ¥ gigw
TASHFIY ¥ ¢ g1 1 T &F & gavge & I1d fean gl

Tough questions are being asked about the security guarantees that America has been
promising the region for decades.

D! A SANDT GRT &7 B AU S T8 FRET SMYTHAN TR 31d B3 U I3 o 338 B

There is a sense of disbelief and helplessness in the region witnessing the bubble of
externally sponsored security burst quickly.

&1 § STE Y R&HT SGRIT & 3= ¢ Bl ST JTIYTRT 3R AR} T A B

Many are questioning the logic of it all while others are already looking for alternate security
options for the future.

H3 AN 3TB! THIIAdT IR FaTd I31 IR & Saidp 3 AN HiTsy & e dswferes grem
faPpeT qonw R

The Gulf security arrangement

WTST YR&T qawUT

As the war continues, there are reports that the missile interceptors in the Gulf countries
have run out.

S-S g ORY 7, RUIE | & @t ¢=n o Rrars sraies yonferat T 8 gt ]
The U.S. is unable to replenish them, prioritising the limited availability of these defensive
systems for Israel.

SAN®T 38 [1: Iuasy S B Y § SR 37 Tifbra & yonferal & geRisa & fo
BT & 8T 6

Why are the Gulf countries so helpless in defending themselves?

WTST 0 T & B | S SIgH i g2

The answer lies in a security arrangement worked out through America almost 45 years
ago.

BT ITR TTHT 45 T4 Ugd SARST & T1eqd I 99 U GRa&m wHgia o iR 81

After the Iranian Revolution in 1979-80, the region’s monarchies felt threatened.
1979-80 B! SXII Shifd & 91G & & YoTd I P TR & HggH B ol |

The U.S. promised to defend Gulf stability against external threats.

3MAR®T 7 T8 WRI & 9o WISt & ) fRRAT P 3801 HA F1 aral fwar|

In his 1980 State of the Union Address, U.S. President Jimmy Carter assured the region
in reaction to the 1979 Iranian revolution.

1980 & ¥¢T 3T g gfaa Hwor § Ryt wyufa ot &1E3 7 1979 91 3+t wifa &
e o &7 &) syt e

He warned that any outside attempt to control the Persian Gulf would be regarded as an
assault on the vital interests of the U.S.
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IBi Fara & 7 R 3t @il W 0 &1 S8 off 98l v sfveT & Ayt fEat
TR GHTIT HIHAT ST

e Such an assault would be repelled by any means necessary, including military force.
T 89 &1 faredt WY smaxae ATee, I8 oo % A= 96 & T F oft 1 S

e There were several more initiatives later.
P TIC By 3 UgAdbeHar i ggl

e Atthe U.S.-Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Summit in Riyadh in May 2017, a proposed
regional alliance in the form of an ‘Arab NATO’ or the Middle East Strategic Alliance
(MESA) was mooted.
73 2017 # fearg & smaifora smfveT—Tew Igant ufug (Gec) RRay g@eH # 8R4 Arer
71 fafsa $%¢ Refore Tare (MESA) & U § Ts &g TaseH &1 URard a1 41|

e This alliance included the GCC nations, Egypt, and Jordan.
39 TesYT | Gec 31, f iR wifgH =nfhe 3|

e |t failed to take off due to the diplomatic blockade on Qatar in June 2017.
A A 2017 & HaR W IACHRIS ATHadt & HRUI Jg Aol b o! of Tb! |

o After the Israeli missile strike on Doha, Qatar targeting the Hamas leadership in
September 2025, the U.S. assured iron-clad security guarantees to Qatar.
Rydar 2025 T FaR & q8T R TR AT §HA & 916 ARSI 4 Fax D! Holgd &
TR T &7 Sy fea

e These guarantees were akin to Article 5 of the NATO Charter.
T 3MYTY TSN AR & 3Fwde 5 b JAM g T

o However, all past U.S. efforts and assurances have come to nothing.
BT SRt & Wit T SR ST S o W g B

e The U.S. has failed to protect the Gulf countries.
3T @IS =T BT &M B H 3hd BT 3|

e The ongoing conflict demonstrates that its security guarantees are illusory, ineffective
and unreliable.

Td g1 Huy AT § {6 9P GREM MY UTHS, 3muTdt 3R sifasra €1
e The Gulf states can no longer count on American assurances for their future safety.

WIS SR 3T T U™ Bl Y& & oy MRSt Sy W 4RI T8l R Tahd |

What India can learn
YR T 9 ghdT g

e There are crucial lessons.
TEf ¥ s WEayul qae i 8|

e For decades, India has been one of the top importers of arms.
I dP WRd BRIURY & Y 3MaTa®! § ¥ Uh 61 8

e Theturning point came with the Kargil War in 1999, which exposed both critical shortages
and vulnerabilities arising from import dependencies.
1999 BT PRATA g TH HEdYUl A T1fad g3, o mara W flar 3 3od ik wh
3R HHEINGY BT IR faHa|

e One of the key recommendations of the Kargil Review Committee was achieving self-
reliance in military equipment.
FREE gHter afifa o ue e & S ve 970 Iuson A sreafaRar s1iRia &= |

e However, it was only after 2014 that ‘Atma Nirbharta’ or self-reliance actually took shape.
TS 2014 % S1C & “STeAFTREr aRAd & HHR A |

e Over the past decade, the import percentages have gone down and indigenous
production has taken off.
fUad gxre o 3maTd Ufa=Id o1 g § 3R Wl Iare Ter !

e Private players have been encouraged and even incentivised.
foreft &R ! TiTed fovam 7T § SR 3¢ Wieare o fear man g

e InFY 2024-25, Indian defence exports touched a record ¥23,622 crore (approximately
$2.78 billion).

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 9



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

o af 2024-25 T uRedT T8 fafa Reie 223,622 FAS (@THT 2.78 3R STAR) dH Ugd
™

e During the same period, import percentages came down to 25%-30%.
S 3afty o SmaTa Ufa=Ia 9o 25%-30% 8 T

e Major weapon platforms such as the BrahMos missile, Tejas fighter aircraft, artillery
guns, and ammunition are in demand internationally.

fraTga, dor dsTE faum, A ofR MaT-aReg o 7T SRR WehH 3 SiaIsi

TR W AN GI

e Several foreign-origin systems are now being manufactured in India.

o3 fae=h qa & Te Rvew 3@ yRa & € fAftfa frr TR |1

Looking ahead

3T 1 fe=m

e The war in Iran has many bitter lessons for the region and the world.
I g5 & 3R gfan el & fo 3% wed Ja® da ST gl

e Reports suggest that Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Qatar are considering reducing their
investment commitments in the U.S.

Ot & SUR Tl 3RT, gUS 3R Hax RS A v+ 19w & 79 F R AR R @
gl

e They are also explorin optiong to remove American military t_)ases from their territory.
3 3T &7 | AR A=Y 3rg) B geM P [Apey i T @ &

o |f this happens, it will be the most transformative change in the regional security
architecture since its inception almost 50 years ago.

I T ST & < I8 TIHT 50 T 7 &g & I § a9 987 ufvad gl

e How this will unfold and what the future Gulf security architecture will look like remains to
be seen.

T8 Y faaRid BT SiR HiasT B WISt Y& W1 Bt g, Ig 1l & a1 5l
e Onething is clear.
Teh o1d WY g
e Alesson from this war is that national security cannot be bought or outsourced.
59 4 O UE WY 99 firerd § s wnfta wRan @ wdter ar anedt 3w w ik T e o
HhdT|
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